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Humanities enrollment declines in Wellesley and nation
By MARLENA IDROBO ’16
Contributing Writer
Wellesley College enrollment data collected by Professor
Akila Weerapana of the economics department reveals a
14 percent drop in humanities course enrollment in the last
seven years, while enrollment in STEM disciplines grew
by 29 percent in the same time period.
Faced with an overall decline in humanities course
enrollment in the last few decades, Wellesley faculty and
administrators have begun new initiatives this semester
to actively promote student interest in the humanities and
their relevance.
Enrollment in English and art history courses fell 23 and
28 percent respectively since the 2007-08 academic year,
the year of the most recent economic crisis. Enrollments
in economics decreased by four percent, while computer
science enrollments increased by 109 percent.
The decline reflects a nationwide trend in which
humanities enrollment figures have been consistently low
since the 1980s. The percentage of all bachelor’s degrees
students earned in the core humanities dropped to a low of
6.5 percent in 2013 from a peak of 17.2 percent in 1967,
according to research by the American Academy of Arts
& Sciences. The decline was steepest between 1970 and
1985.
Russian professor Thomas Hodge, who also serves as
Faculty Building Director of Founders and Green Halls,
was tasked by Dean Kathryn Lynch of the Provost’s Office
this July with coordinating efforts to boost the profile of the
humanities at Wellesley. The initiative in its early stages
involves behind-the-scenes brainstorming with humanities
faculty and administrators in order to identify weak areas
and suggest improvements. Hodge has sent out surveys,
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Intermediate Digital Photography meets for a class session.
held meetings, reviewed data from the most recent senior
survey administered by the Office of Institutional Research
and plans to form working groups in the near future.
Hodge, along with the Office of Communications and
Public Affairs, also launched efforts to increase the visibility
of the humanities at Wellesley, including posters, video
screens and last month’s Daily Shot article. Other changes

include a new course browser that features two random
course descriptions at the top of the page. Hodge hopes
to soon create a humanities webpage on the Wellesley site
that would highlight current students’ projects, interests
and achievements as well as spotlight faculty and alumnae.
According to Hodge, many students misguidedly turn
HUMANITIES, page 2

Library and Technology Services makes sweeping changes
By DANNI ONDRASKOVA ’18
News Editor
Wellesley College’s Library and
Technology Services (LTS) made
changes in the school’s printing
system and printers, implemented
a test course browser, installed
44 new wireless access points
in Wellesley’s residence halls
and added additional speeds
to course Kaltura videos this
summer. LTS Deputy Chief
Information Officer Veronica
Brandstrader summarized these
August changes in a College
Announcement
released
to
the Wellesley community this
semester.
The announcement noted that
although black and white printing
is still free at Wellesley with an
initial PaperCut quota of 1,000
pages with free increases through
the Computing Help Desk, the
cost of a page of color printing
increased from 20 cents to 40
cents this semester to cover LTS’
increase in color printing costs
due to the cost of toner for the
new printers. Students who wish
to print color pages should go to
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the Science and Clapp Libraries’
service desks and pay the fee
with cash, check or library record
charge.
The Community, CommunityLab and Community-Cloud
printers are no longer being
used and have been replaced
by tall beige Hewlett-Packard
(HP) printers that use PaperCut,
PaperCut Lab and PaperCut
Cloud. Before the bulkier
multipurpose
printers
were
installed a few years ago in
response to student feedback,
Wellesley had relied on HP
printers.
Last year’s squatter printers
are only being used for copying
and scanning PDFs this year; the
HP printers only have printing.
Copied pages are still withdrawn
from students’ PaperCut balances
Students print by logging into
the PC release station near the
HP printers and releasing their
jobs. Jobs stay in the queue for 12
hours.
Returning students need to
install the latest version of
PaperCut on their computers
and select the PaperCut Cloud

option to print. Although there
is no supported Android printing
currently in place, students
can print from the libraries’
computers and Chromeboxes,
their own Macs or PCs, or IOS
through Google Apps. Students
can find more information about
printing through the PaperCut
page on LTS’ website.
There were a few changes to
printers’ locations this year. The
Lulu Chow Wang Campus Center
no longer has a printer because
none of the staff members can
come there often enough to
maintain one; LTS received a high
volume of student complaints
last year because the printer was
broken for extended periods of
time. LTS recognizes the need for
a 24/7 printer on West Side and is
working with House Presidents to
figure out how to fix this problem,
LTS Director of Research &
Instructional Support Heather
Woods said.
Pendleton East 125, which is
near the Pendleton Well, now has
an HP printer. The Clapp Library
has three printers on its main
floor and one printer in the Knapp
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A Wellesley student uses a new HP Clapp Library printer.
Media and Technology Center.
One of the Clapp Library’s
Reference Room printers will
be moved to the fourth floor of
the library and will no longer

be available for students. The
Science Center has three printers
in its library and one 24-hour
printer by its elevator lobby. The
Art and Music Libraries each
LTS CHANGES, page 3
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Humanities enrollment has fallen at Wellesley
over last decade

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

away from the
humanities
because of the belief that they are less likely to lead to
lucrative careers and stable employment. Moreover, he
believes students sometimes see the humanities as oldfashioned and hopes to convey the opposite message in
the initiative.
“I think that the balance among the divisions at
the moment does not reflect the deep-seated, sincere
proclivities of some of our students. We should be clear
about how the humanities position you to succeed in
future careers that don’t necessarily have to do with the
humanities,” he added.
Hanna Day-Tenerowicz ’16, as well as Dean of Faculty
Affairs Kathryn Lynch, noted the many benefits that the
humanities and a well-rounded liberal arts education bring
to individuals and society.
“The humanities aren’t just there to balance out math
and science,” Day-Tenerowicz, a women’s and gender
studies major, said.
Dean Lynch has observed that the skills of writing well,
communicating and analyzing problems she developed as
an English and classics major were transferrable to her
current administrative position.
“The humanities provide meaning to our lives. It’s also
crucial to have scientific and technological advances, but
to have those without the culture and wisdom to support
them would make a society impoverished,” she said.
Some students said they find meaning in branching out
into different disciplines.
“Say with biology, your brain works in a different way;
you write differently. Taking courses in the humanities
requires you to step out of that, for example when you
analyze a literary piece as opposed to a scientific paper.
It’s really rewarding because you learn how to think in
a variety of different ways,” said biological sciences
major Synthia Hernandez ’16. Hernandez has taken more
courses in the humanities than the amount needed for
distribution requirements, including courses in theater,
Russian literature and creative writing.
However, Dean Lynch believes that Wellesley students
as a whole are not adventurous enough when it comes to
taking the initiative in exploring different disciplines.
“Students tend to gravitate toward courses that are most
familiar to them,” she said. She noted that courses about
earlier time periods are not as popular, for instance.
When asked how faculty could make the humanities
more attractive to students, Lynch said that faculty
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members have to keep up with what students are interested
in and “retool and develop new courses” to fit those needs.
Blended learning, an initiative led by Spanish professor
Evelina Gužauskytė and funded by a three-year Mellon
grant, is a way for humanities departments to evolve,
according to Lynch. The program supports projects that
combine technological innovation with education, one of
which brings the “flipped” classroom model to language
courses so that students can listen to lectures at home and
practice in the classroom.
Lynch also started the Dean’s Humanities Collaborative
Initiative last spring, in which she picks a trio of courses
in related topics from different departments each semester,
gives them a small budget and encourages them to
organize various activities together. These activities may
include joint class meetings, visits to the library’s Special
Collections or even a trip to the production of a play they
studied.
Lynch said she is “frustrated” when she hires new
faculty to teach new courses based on responses to student
demand for new subject areas and there are not enough
enrollees.

SENATE REPORT
By EVELYN TAYLOR-MCGREGOR ’16
Staff Writer
Adele Wolfson begins term as Interim Dean of Students
Nan Walsh Schow ’54 and Howard B. Schow Professor in the Physical and
Natural Sciences and Professor of Chemistry Adele Wolfson has begun her oneyear tenure as Interim Dean of Students this fall, replacing outgoing Dean of
Students Debra DeMeis. The search for the new Dean of Students is ongoing;
the College has hired consulting firm Isaacson Miller - the same firm retained
to assist in the search for the next Wellesley President - to assist the Wellesley
search committee, which is made up of professors, administrators, two trustees
and four students. Dean Wolfson spoke at Senate about her plan for the year,
which focuses on keeping the Office of the Dean of Students on track and working
on big projects “already in the pipeline.”
College returns student activities fee used for SLS last year
Interim Dean of Students Adele Wolfson announced that the College President
will reimburse the student activities fee last year that the student body voted
to spend as a student leadership stipend to compensate resident assistants and
house presidents. College Government and Senate will decide where to allocate
the money. The Student Labor Action Project (SLAP) also presented at Senate
to raise awareness and student support for the Student Leadership Stipend as
part of an effort to generate visible support for the push to compensate resident
assistants and house presidents. While there is already a committee formed for the
stipend, SLAP hopes to help give the movement a final push. Savannah Hauge
’16 and Amelia Tam ’18 pointed out that the student activities fee shouldn’t be
used to pay resident assistants, which students have voted on funding using the
activities fee for the past five years. The presenters said that 50 percent of former
student residential life staff couldn’t continue due to financial restrictions. SLAP
has asked for students to submit personal stories on their experiences serving as
unpaid student leaders at studentleadershipstipend.weebly.com.
College implements updated sexual misconduct policy
Assistant Director of Residential Life Don Leach, Assistant Director of Health
Education Claudia Trevor-Wright and a committee of staff and students updated
Wellesley’s sexual misconduct policy in accordance with the Wellesley honor
code and new federal Title IX legislation. The policy defines sexual misconduct
broadly to cover stalking, harassment, abusive relationships and sexual violence.
According to Leach, who presented at Senate, the new policy explains how to
report sexual misconduct, the definition of misconduct at Wellesley, the policy’s
limits and resources for students. The administrators emphasized that all Wellesley
college faculty and staff are legally compelled to report sexual misconduct and
only health services, religious life and counseling services staff can maintain a
student’s confidentiality if asked. The College has developed an online education
program called “Not Anymore” for students to learn about sexual misconduct.
The program has been used for incoming classes at Wellesley..

Most students who were questioned seemed uncertain
about why enrollments in the humanities has fallen.
Biological sciences major Anita Yau ’17 wondered if the
accessibility of humanities courses makes enrollment
spread out over the many possible courses one could take.
“There aren’t core prerequisites for many upper-level
courses,” she said.
“There’s also no set order of classes to take. For example,
biology majors tend to start with either Introduction to
Organismal Biology or Introduction to Cellular Biology,
so students in these majors can design their own track.
This might spread out the students more than in nonhumanities classes” and make enrollment in each course
lower, Yau said.
“I don’t think that the amount of distribution requirements
makes it difficult to explore the humanities since I did
actually explore quite a bit,” said economics major Maria
Castano ’16.
“I just think that there are a lot of options within the
humanities that maybe non-majors don’t get to most of
them.”
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DANNI ONDRASKOVA ’18, NEWS EDITOR
of computing and
Before the old
information tools. LTS Chief Information Officer Ravi Ravishanker poses near a new
course browser
There will be no printer.
was first used
MISO survey this
about five years
year, but students
ago,
students
are
strongly
had to view
encouraged to send feedback to LTS Chief Information a constantly updated PDF to view their courses. The
Officer Ravi Ravishanker.
old course browser that was used until this semester
According to Woods, the MISO survey was was primarily used for checking whether desired
administered to a sample size of 700 students; about classes were full. Features like filtering by department,
60 percent of the group, or around 420 students, keyword and special courses were not often known
responded.
about or used by students. LTS hopes students will use
“The top two issues brought up by students were the new course browser to review course descriptions
wireless access and printing,” Woods summarized.
and save their favorite courses.
Students experiencing internet connection problems
Ravishanker said the current test course browser is
should contact the Help Desk to have wireless access part of LTS’ attempt to move toward a “responsive
points added where necessary. Those seeking printing or design” that can be used on multiple platforms,
other technological help should contact the Computing including a mobile one. To realize this vision, LTS
Help Desk at Clapp Library.
talked to faculty last April and House Presidents and
LTS also decided that Clapp Library can no longer Assistant Dean of Students and Director of Residential
be open from 12-2 a.m. on Sundays through Thursdays and Campus Life Kris Niendorf before then.
and will close at midnight on those days.
Ravishanker said the names and professors of Spring
“LTS would be happy to have Clapp open from 12-2 2016 courses should be up relatively soon. Class times
a.m. on those days, but we don’t have the ability to staff and locations will be announced at their normal time.
it,” Woods said, adding that 20-30 students had used
Annabel Thompson ’19 has had a satisfactory
those hours per night.
experience with the course browser and printing
Woods explained that the Advisory Committee services during her first few weeks at Wellesley
prohibits the library from being open without a full- College.
time staffer for safety reasons. Because there aren’t
“The course browser worked pretty well for me...
enough full-time staffers in the libraries, none of them it was definitely not too overwhelming. I haven’t had
can have the 24/7 hours many Wellesley students have any problems with the new printing system, but I’ve
requested.
heard that Google can be finicky for some people,”
Wellesley College’s test course browser has a number Thompson said.
of new features. Green circles to the left of each course
Sabrina Leung ’18 noted that the system seems to be
indicate spots are left; red circles show the class is full. more effectively serving students than its predecessor.
One can now see a class’ locations, times, distribution
“It does seem more efficient and faster than before
requirements fulfilled and current enrollment without because prior to the new printing system, people would
clicking on the class. Two randomized featured courses use the same machine to print and scan,” Leung said.

NEWS IN BRIEF
By DANNI ONDRASKOVA ’18
News Editor
Wellesley gets high marks on retention,
graduation rate
The U.S. Department of Education recently
released a College Scorecard that helps prospective
college students compare schools in different
categories without ranking them directly. Wellesley
College exceeded the national average by a large
margin in its six-year graduation rate and retention
after the first year of school. Wellesley’s graduation
rate for full-time students entering college for the
first time was 92 percent, more than twice the
national average of 44 percent. The percentage of
first-time, full-time students returning to Wellesley
College after their first year was 97 percent, tying
Harvard University. Wellesley’s retention rate
exceeded the national average of 67 percent and that
of all women’s colleges participating in the College
Scorecard.
Williams, UVA adopt Wellesley’s tuition
calculator
Williams College and the University of Virginia
recently adopted My inTuition, a online tool
pioneered by Wellesley College that “is the quickest
college cost calculator available to the public,”
according to the College website. Students take
about three minutes on average to answer six simple
financial questions before receiving a personalized
estimate that breaks down financial aid and costs into
categories like expected work study, amount paid by
the student and family, loan estimates and Wellesley
grant assistance. My inTuition was created in 2013
by Economics Professor Phillip Levine, who sought
to better communicate college costs, particularly to
low and middle-income families.
Wellesley ranked as 20th most accessible college
The New York Times’ The Upshot created a
College Access Index that is meant to service as a
starting point to measuring economic diversity in top
colleges. The Upshot used 2011-2015 institutional
net price and Pell Grant average data from the U.S.
Department of Education to create the College
Access Index, which indicates the degree to which
institutions attempt to increase economic diversity
through large financial aid packages for middle and
low-income families. In this category, Wellesley
College tied Columbia University and Stanford
University for 20th place.
Adele Wolfson promotes importance of science
and arts in medicine
Nan Walsh Schow and Howard B. Schow Professor
of Physical and Natural Sciences and Interim Dean
of Students Adele Wolfson published a piece called
“Science Matters” in Inside Higher Ed on August
27. In her essay, Wolfson warned against medical
preparation straying too far from science while
she supported a balanced education for premedical
students. Wolfson, who has taught biochemistry for
over 30 years, noted that “if we want knowledgeable
and competent doctors who are also well-rounded
and compassionate individuals, we must stop
treating the arts and sciences as mutually exclusive.”

NATION & WORLD
By ELIZABETH RIZZONI ’18
Nation & World Columnist
Identity of “baby Jane Doe” discovered
On June 25, the body of a young girl was discovered in Boston Harbor’s Deer Island.
She had been stuffed into a trash bag after being murdered and left there. Since no one
stepped forward to identify her, she was a so-called Jane Doe. On account of her age, law
enforcement referred to the child as “baby doe” over social media. Last Friday, Massachusetts House Speaker Robert DeLeo formally announced the girl’s identity. Her name
was Bella Bond, and she was two years old when she was murdered. Her mother Rachelle
Bond and her mother’s boyfriend Michael Patrick McCarthy were taken into custody. Michael Bond has been charged with Bella’s murder and his wife as an accessory to murder.
A computer generated image of what Bella would have looked like while alive was circulated around the United States, but the clothing left on her body contained pollen from the
Boston area, so police were confident that she was a local child. The exact cause of death
has not been released, but another press event is scheduled for this week.
Friend of Charleston Shooter Charged with Lying and Concealment
Joey Meek was a close friend of Dylann Roof, the culprit of the June 17 massacre at the
Historical Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal (A.M.E.) Church in Charleston, South
Carolina. Meek allegedly lied to investigators after the incident and concealed information about the attack. Once Meek’s indictment was made public, it came to light that
during Roof’s investigation, Meek claimed that he “did not know specifics of Roof’s plan
to shoot individuals on a Wednesday during Bible study at an A.M.E. church.” The indictment states that “Meek’s statements and representations denying such specifics were
false, fictitious and fraudulent when made.” Meek pleaded not guilty to the charges, but
faces up to five years in prison and a $250,000 fine if convicted for lying to authorities
and another three years in prison and an additional $250,000 fine for concealing knowledge regarding Roof’s crime.

Chile experiences 8.3 magnitude earthquake
The Chilean town of Coquimo was the epicenter of this year’s strongest earthquake
to date. The 8.3 magnitude quake occurred just before 8 p.m. local time last Thursday.
One million people were forced to relocate due to resulting tsunami warnings, tens of
thousands are without power, hundreds are living in temporary shelters and 12 deaths
have been confirmed. The Chilean government has declared a state of emergency. At least
500 homes have been devastated. Small tsunami waves have occurred along U.S. coasts,
with Hawaii experiencing a one meter high wave later on Thursday. Japan also saw some
taller waves on Friday morning. The highest tsunamis reported aside from Chile are from
French Polynesia, which were four and a half feet tall.
Migrants at Hungary-Serbia border tear gassed
Tensions burst along the Hungary-Serbia border near Roszke, Hungary last Wednesday
and ceased by evening. In the days leading up to the incident, standoffs occurred between
Syrian refugees and the Hungarian police. Hungarian riot police used tear gas and water
cannons on the refugees when some of the migrants began throwing water bottles and
rocks to break through the border’s fences. Hungary announced that it is closed to migrants and will continue to construct a wall and fence-like structure to bar refugees from
entering. Reports claim that hundreds of refugees are walking along that border to cross
into Croatia from Serbia with hopes of traveling north into Europe’s interior. Croatia,
which is already overwhelmed with incoming Syrians and is recovering from conflicts
with Yugoslavia in 1995, cannot accept more migrants. Croatia has thus sent the refugees
back to the Hungarian border in what the Prime Minister, Zoran Milanovic calls a plan to
“force” Hungary to take back the refugees.

4 THE WELLESLEY NEWS

NEWS

Gender identity organizations
emerge at Wellesley
Wellesley 20/20 continues
education on trans issues
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POLICE BLOTTER
09/16/15 Illness 10:35 a.m. Observatory. The reporting
person (RP), a Wellesley College (WC) faculty
member, called requesting police to check on a student
who may require medical attention. Officers responded
to assist. The student refused further medical attention
and was transported to her residence hall. Report filed.
Case closed.
09/16/15 Unclassified 1:31 p.m. Campus Police
Headquarters. The RP, a WC employee, entered the
station to speak with an officer about a co-worker.
Report filed. Case closed.
09/16/15 Injury 5:58 p.m. Keohane Sports Center
Athletic Fields. The RP, a WC student, called to report
a WC visitor had been injured and may require medical
attention. Officers were dispatched to the scene to
assist. The visitor was transported via ambulance to
MetroWest Medical Center in Natick. Report filed.
Case closed.
09/17/15 Unclassified 9:18 a.m. Boathouse. The RP, a
WC student, reported that she observed a small plastic
bag that appeared to contain a green leafy substance.
The RP stated that she observed this at 7:00 a.m. on
Sept. 16, 2015. An officer was dispatched to speak with
the RP. Report filed. Case closed.
09/17/15 Illness 11:50 a.m. Founders Hall. The RP, a
WC faculty member, reported a student was not feeling
well and may require medical attention. Officers were
dispatched to assist. The student was transported via
ambulance to MetroWest Medical Center in Natick.
Report filed. Case closed.
09/17/15 Illness 9:06 p.m. Wang Campus Center. The
RP, a WC staff member, called to report a student was
not feeling well and may require medical attention.
Officers were dispatched to assist. The student was
evaluated and transported via cruiser to MetroWest
Medical Center in Natick. Report filed. Case closed.
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Wellesley students examine flyers for Wellesley 20/20’s open meeting.
By EMILY WILLIAMS ’16
Staff Writer
Trans People of Color Collective
(TPOCC) is a new organization on
campus serving transgender and
gender non-conforming people of
color. This is the first organization
on the Wellesley campus dedicated
specifically to POC (people of color)
gender identity issues. While there
are pre-existing POC LGBTQIA*
groups on campus, members of
TPOCC wanted to address unique
issues regarding the intersectionality
of race and gender identity.
“This group exists to interrupt the
cycle of the erasing, shaming and
misunderstanding of trans people of
color, who face a disproportionate
amount of structural violence,”
TPOCC member Eunbyul Lee ’17
said.
TPOCC’s mission is to provide
a safe, affirming and accountable
space
for
non-cisnormative
(individuals who do not identify
with their sex designated at birth)
POCs to support each other and
share their experiences. A TPOCC
member’s identity is kept secret and
not shared with the greater Wellesley
community unless they give the
organization explicit permission.
Lee believes that while many
students openly accept transgender
and gender nonconforming students,
but they still face additional
marginalization that manifests itself
in different ways. According to Lee,
many of TPOCC’s members feel
pressure to fulfill societal constructs
regarding whom a trans person
should be.
“People generally assume that
‘transgender’ must mean a switch
within the binary from woman to
man, from feminine to masculine and
vice versa. This misunderstanding
leads to the exclusion of many
femmes of color, non-binary people
of color, and transgender people of
color,” Lee said.
Lee
believes
that
these
misconceptions stem from the

domination of white masculine
transgender narratives in society,
leading to an insufficient dialogue
regarding the intersectionality of
race and gender.
“When you do not fit into either of
those [archetypes], visibility or even
self-acceptance can quickly become
unattainable goals,” Lee said.
A member of Tea Talks, the
organization serving LGBTQIA*
students of Asian descent additionally
mentioned that many transgender
students may refrain from engaging
in campus discussions about gender
identity because they may be used as
a token figure or have their opinions
wrongly interpreted as speaking for
an entire community.
As Wellesley has not yet admitted
trans women or transfeminine
students, they are not included in
TPOCC. However, Lee hopes that
as designated male at birth (DMAB)
(individuals whose birth certificates
read “male” regardless of what
gender they identify with) students
are accepted to Wellesley TPOCC
will offer them a community on
campus.
“As we know, trans women of
color face the most disproportionate
amount of structural violence,
and not only are we required to be
aware of this, but we must work to
combat it in every capacity that we
can, including acknowledging this
group’s inadequacy,” Lee said.
Student activist group Wellesley
20/20 is also working to make
Wellesley a more inclusive and
welcoming place for trans women
and non-binary individuals regardless
of assigned sex at birth.
While Wellesley 20/20 did not
have a direct role in crafting the
Reaffirmation of Mission and
Gender Policy that was created last
spring, members Sofie Werthan ’18
and Sam Mincheva ’17 served as
student members of the President’s
Advisory Committee on Gender and
Wellesley, which recommended the
current gender admissions policy.
The group also submitted a petition

consisting of 389 signatures asking
the Board to admit trans women and
DMAB non-binary students.
Since the Reaffirmation was
released, 20/20’s new goals include
making Wellesley a safe place for
trans women and advocating for the
admission of all non-binary students
regardless of their gender designated
at birth.
“One of our main goals for the
semester… is amplifying the voices
of trans women in the work that we
are doing. We want to make sure
that we are doing as much as we can
as an organization to step back and
let the voices of trans women and
DMAB non-binary folks be heard,”
the Wellesley 20/20 group said in a
statement.
While members of Wellesley
20/20 are excited that Wellesley’s
policy is now explicitly inclusive of
transgender women and designated
female at birth non-binary people,
many members believe that Wellesley
is not yet a safe and inclusive space
for transgender women.
“Even though Wellesley’s official
admissions policy has been expanded
to include trans women, the culture
and education level on campus has
a long way to go,” Wellesley 20/20
said. “It’s not enough to say that
we have an accessible admissions
policy if the students who arrive here
feel unsafe or unwelcome, or are
treated with ignorance, hostility or
disrespect.”
One member of Wellesley 20/20
said in an open meeting that
they would not feel comfortable
recommending Wellesley to trans
women at the present time.
“In a perfect world trans women
could come to Wellesley and feel
completely safe and included, but
we’re not there yet. We should try
to make [Wellesley] the community
that it could be,” the member said.
Wellesley 20/20 hopes to continue
working with the administration and
the greater Wellesley community to
promote awareness and inclusivity in
the coming semester.

09/18/15 Injury 5:07 p.m. Cedar Lodge. The RP, a WC
staff member, called for a student who was not feeling
well and may require medical attention. Wellesley
College Police Department (WCPD) officers were
dispatched to assist. The responding officer requested
an ambulance to MetroWest Medical Center. Report
filed. Case closed.
09/19/15 Unclassified 3:06 a.m. Other Law
Enforcement Agencies. The RP, a Harvard University
Police Department officer, called to inform WCPD that
an intoxicated WC student was transported to Mount
Auburn Hospital in Cambridge. Report filed. Case
closed.
09/19/15 Injury 11:09 a.m. Keohane Sports Center
Athletic Fields. The RP, a WC staff member, called
reporting a student who was injured and may require
medical attention. Officers were dispatched to assist.
The student was transported via cruiser to MetroWest
Medical Center in Natick. Report filed. Case closed.
09/19/15 Injury 11:43 a.m. Keohane Sports Center
Athletic Fields. The RP, a WC staff member, called
regarding a Babson student athlete who was injured
and may require medical attention. Officers were
dispatched to assist. The student was transported via
ambulance to MetroWest Medical Center in Natick.
Report filed. Case closed.
09/19/15 Unclassified 1:40 p.m. Campus Police
Headquarters. The RP, a WC student, came into the
station to report a problem with an Uber driver. An
officer was dispatched to speak with her. Report filed.
Case closed.
09/19/15 Injury 8:43 p.m. Bates Hall. The RP, a WC
staff member, called to report a student who may be
in need of medical assistance. Units responded to
assist. The student was transported via ambulance to
MetroWest Medical Center in Natick. Report filed.
Case closed.
09/19/15 Intoxicated person 11:37 p.m. Alumnae Hall.
The RP, a WC student, entered the station to report an
intoxicated student on the Peter Pan bus. Officers were
dispatched to investigate. The student was transported
via ambulance to MetroWest Medical Center in Natick.
Report filed. Case referred.
09/20/15 Intoxicated person 1:00 a.m. Cazenove Hall.
The RP, a WC student, called to report an intoxicated
Tufts University student who was intoxicated and may
require medical attention. Officers were dispatched
to assist. The visitor was transported via ambulance
to MetroWest Medical Center in Natick. Tufts Police
Department was notified. Report filed. Case closed.
09/20/15 Illness 2:26 a.m. Pomeroy Hall. The RP, a WC
staff member, called to request medical assistance for
a student. Officers were dispatched for an evaluation.
The student was transported via cruiser to MetroWest
Medical Center in Natick. Report filed. Case closed.
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Author Alex Epstein presents
the moral case for fossil fuels

COURTESY OF WELLESLEY COLLEGE

Alex Epstein at the People’s Climate March in New York City.
By MARY MEISENZAHL ’19
Staff Writer
The Freedom Project hosted Alex
Epstein, author of New York Times
Bestseller “The Moral Case for Fossil
Fuels,” which argued that fossil fuels
offer the greatest access to cheap, reliable,
and plentiful energy. The lecture was
held on Thursday Sept. 17 and sparked a
discussion about his controversial stance.
Epstein acknowledged that the title of
his book was controversial, noting that
he was surprised to find himself speaking
at a relatively liberal institution like

Wellesley. The author began his lecture
with a poll of the room, asking the
audience if they felt morally obligated
to get off fossil fuels quickly, slowly, or
to use more. The crowd split about half
and half between the first two options,
with only Epstein and a few supporters
choosing the third.
Epstein began his case by explaining
the moral standard he would be using.
According to his reasoning, something
is moral if it is beneficial to human
well-being, human survival and human
progress. Epstein pointed out the
importance of considering positives and

negatives, as well as viable alternatives,
of something before determining if it is
moral or not.
“I think what really needs to be
taught is really the truth of the history
and evolution of human well-being on
this planet, and how the planet is a very
dynamic and dangerous place, and how
human beings have had to transform it to
thrive,” Epstein said.
He also discussed the fact that the
majority of what is taught in schools
typically highlights only the negative
effects of fossil fuels.
“I think changes need to be in academia
such that there’s more of a competition
among disagreeing movements versus
an establishment where everybody is
comfortable,” Epstein said. He went on
to cite his problems with the way that the
academic world tends to view fossil fuels
and energy.
Almost every point in the presentation
connected to the goal of maximizing
human well-being, primarily through
Epstein’s emphasis on climate livability
as a result of fossil fuels. Epstein defines
climate livability in terms of climaterelated deaths, saying that fewer climaterelated deaths means that the climate is
more livable. After presenting data that
these numbers are decreasing, Epstein
asserted that fossil fuel use takes a
dangerous climate and makes it safer.
He also noted that every resource needs
to be altered in some way for people to
use it.
“I think that if people understand that
transforming nature is how we live, they
won’t have a hostility toward it, and they
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won’t have a terror every time they learn
that we’re making some change,” Epstein
said.
He does not consider himself a climate
change doubter, but rather someone who
questions if the way human action is
changing the planet is negative.
“When I’m in a college classroom I
assume that every person in the audience
is there because they’re open to an honest
discussion of the issues,” Epstein said,
although the majority of attendees did not
share Epstein’s opinion.
The audience lived up to its end of the
bargain, and those with dissenting ideas
were respectful and intelligent in their
questions. Participants, some students
and some not, made a variety of points
to challenge Epstein’s ideas about fossil
fuels. Some brought up issues from their
home communities that suggest climate
change and other adverse effects are more
problematic than Epstein acknowledges,
mentioning issues that include fracking
and poor air quality.
Epstein seems to welcome the
controversy associated with his work,
which reached a high when the author
showed a clip featuring himself at the
People’s Climate March in New York
City wearing an “I ♥ fossil fuels” shirt.
Epstein acknowledged that his shirt
did not necessarily need to express his
enthusiasm for fossil fuels specifically
but for energy as a whole. He explained
that he went with fossil fuels because
he believes that right now they offer
the cheapest, most reliable and plentiful
option.

THE ARTICHOKE

Mild girl from your HoCo embarks on
six-year journey down the salad bar

By ANNE MEYERS ’17
Contributing Columnist

Reports written in conjunction with
staff and students at the Bae Pao Lu
Chow Dining Hall confirmed this
afternoon that the quiet girl from your
HoCo has spent an entire lunch period
putting together a salad. Students
behind her in line estimate that at her
current pace, it could take up to six
years for her to finish her journey.
Equipped with only a pair of Sperry’s
and a Vineyard Vines tote filled with
econ textbooks, the girl from your
HoCo began her quest at 12:35 p.m.
today—peak lunch hours. Everyone
in line vaguely remembers her face
from somewhere, but reporters from
the Wellesley News have yet to locate
anyone on-site who actually knows
her name or class year. Standing
impatiently in line, all parties present
feel conflicted about calling her out,
fearing that they will later realize she’s
in a class or organization with them.
“I want to just be like, ‘Hey, move
it!’ but I can’t be rude to her because
I have to see her in HoCo tomorrow,”
admitted the really loud person from
your HoCo, who is currently eighth
in line. Sources later confirmed that
the loud person’s name is probably
Maggie.
With a recognizable face but a
completely forgettable name, “Maggie”
has proven to be an invaluable witness,
filling in several gaps about the identity
of the girl from your HoCo.
“I remember from our icebreakers
that her favorite ice cream flavor is
mint chocolate chip, and she interned

in Ireland last summer,” she confirmed.
While her reason for going to Ireland
remains unclear, the girl from your
HoCo has quickly become one of the
most intriguing figures on campus,
with several theories emerging
about why she has committed to

disproven as soon as several people
reported recognizing her, it nonetheless
provided the foundation for a different
theory: this slow pace is part of a larger
performance art piece.
“This has to be a political statement
or art or something,” explains Ava

COURTESY OF ADRIANNA TAN ’19

The fallen cherry tomato is the aftermath of the painstaking struggle the girl from
HoCo had with finding the perfect produce; it did not pass the test.
such a lengthy journey. Due to her
extraordinarily slow pace, she was
initially assumed to be a new piece
by beloved Wellesley sculptor Tony
Matelli. Although this hypothesis was

Cosden, ’16, a history major. “There’s
no way anyone could think it’s
acceptable to move this slowly in a
crowded dining hall unless they were
doing it to inconvenience people. And

you have to inconvenience people to
make them think. That’s what art is.”
Students have been rallying in
support of the alleged art project, with
upwards of 20 people waiting in a
rapidly growing line.
“I think it’s about sustainability and
food accessibility,” said Jordan Cohen
’18. “The fact that it’s the salad bar and
not, like, the ice cream tubs is definitely
crucial. She’s forcing us to understand
what it’s like to not have access to fresh
vegetables. It’s genius.”
But the concept of art theory has not
convinced everyone in line.
“She’s just another one of those
delicate waifs from the Cape who can’t
pick up a goddamn tomato without
inspecting it first,” reports Carrie
Lueken, ‘16, from her second-place
spot in line. “She’s been picking up
her carrots and putting the imperfect
ones back in their tub for the last five
minutes.”
While Lueken was primarily
concerned with eating a salad before
her 1:30 class, she also expressed
concern that the weight of the tongs
might “break this chick’s fragile
wrists.”
The Wellesley News can confirm
that the girl from your HoCo is still
putting her salad together—in fact,
she has made her way to the broccoli,
which she is tenderly lifting onto
her plate one perfect floret at a time.
Many reporters in the greater Boston
area have attempted to obtain a quote
from her, but she remains completely
oblivious to her surroundings.
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First-Generation students
spark class conversations
Network hopes to increase
visibility as a minority
By SITARA ZOBERI ’19
Contributing Writer
Many students have seen the red “I Am First
Gen” t-shirts around campus. The t-shirts
were distributed to first-year first-generation
students at the First Generation Network
Welcome Dinner, which about 120 students,
staff and faculty attended.
11 percent of students at Wellesley identify as
first-generation college students, meaning they
are the first in their family to graduate from
college. However, the identity of being firstgeneration is not always as visually apparent
as other identities such as race or gender, so
first-generation students are often an invisible
minority. The red t-shirts allow first-generation
students to publicly claim that identity and
start a conversation about class and privilege
at Wellesley.
“Academically, coming to college for a firstgen student is like learning a new language.
When you are surrounded by students who
have years of private education, tutoring and
hearing their parents use big words at the
dinner table, you feel like you don’t belong,”
Isabel Staccuneddu ’17 said.
That is where the Wellesley First Generation
Network, led by coordinator Staccuneddu and

at Wellesley, Staccuneddu believes the
administration must hire more first-generation
faculty in administrative roles and provide
sensitivity training to current faculty.
“It’s not enough for your dean to be a nice
person. They have to relate to the student. If you
share a marginalized identity with a student,
you are showing them that they can succeed
in academia and higher education, which is
something we are never told,” Staccuneddu
said.
Another step the administration can take,
according to Rowcroft, is providing stipends
for academic supplies and more guidance for
students applying to college.
Wellesley students who are not first
generation or low-income can start by listening
to, rather than talking over, first generation
students, according to Staccuneddu. Do not
assume that they are less intelligent than you
or their families are less supportive than yours,
adds Rowcroft. Staccuneddu also advises
peers to avoid condescending comments like
“Your parents must be so proud of you,” which
imply that studying at a liberal arts college is
inherently superior to manual labor, the work
done by many parents of first gen students.
“I feel skeptical when my peers say ‘Your
parents must be so proud of you,’ because
it insinuates that I shouldn’t be proud of my

EYE ON
SCIENCE

Scientists
speculate on
the collision of
two black holes

COURTESY OF THE NEW YORK TIMES

Two black holes orbit each other, forming gas clouds.
By ELINOR HIGGINS ’18
Staff Columnist

XUEYING CHEN ’16, CO-EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Students describe how it feels to be first-generation students at a dinner hosted this year.
faculty advisor Karen Shih, comes in. The
network exists to connect first-generation
students to each other, provide academic,
financial and social resources and increase the
visibility of first-generation students.
“Not all first-gen students are low-income
and not all low-income students are first-gen,
but there’s a huge overlap,” Staccuneddu said.
Most social activities at Wellesley require
money. For example, Wellesley advertises trips
to Boston as a great way to de-stress. However,
the six-dollar round trip [on the Senate Bus],
which can mean nothing to many Wellesley
students, can add up quickly for first generation
and low-income students.
According to Debra Rowcroft ’19, the cost
of textbooks and other academic supplies
can also be debilitating for first-gen and lowincome students.
Another concern for first-generation students
is the lack of academic support systems that
often come from parents who have gone
through the college admission process and are
fluent in English.
“I had to apply for college admission and
financial aid without my parents because they
cannot speak English very well,” said a firstgeneration student, who wishes to remain
anonymous.
“My parents can’t help me with my
homework or use connections to help me find
internships,” Rowcroft explained.
To further help first-generation students

parents and the work they do,” Staccuneddu
said.
While first generation students deal with
struggles that others might not think about,
their experiences are not necessarily negative.
Many emphasize the importance of the values
that their parents taught them, particularly
resiliency.
“I’m not at Wellesley despite my parents, but
because of them. I didn’t ‘pull myself up by
my bootstraps.’ Yes, I want to use my skills
to support my parents when I leave college,
but I’ve learned more of those skills from my
parents than from Wellesley. When I need to
power through a problem set, I remember my
father’s resiliency,” Staccuneddu said.
The specific viewpoints of first-generation
students play a vital role in the campus-wide
conversation about defining Wellesley’s vision
of success.
“At Wellesley, values of financial success
and traditional career paths are reinforced
through the curriculum and the comments
of community members. As a minority, it’s
important that we first gens are visible and
vocal. We remind other students that there
are other valid experiences besides financial
success. We are working toward challenging
the idea of what a Wellesley ‘success story’
should be,” Staccuneddu said.

Astronomers at several institutions have been watching as
two black holes spiral toward each other. A collision of the
two black holes, described as “supermassive” by researchers
at Caltech because together they have a mass greater than one
billion suns, would mean certain death for the galaxy around
them. The center, or quasar, of this galaxy is referred to as
PG 1302-102. It was a rhythmic flickering of the quasar that
set researchers on the path to discovering the black holes’
trajectory.
Intriguingly, this collision path should not be possible
for black holes based on current physical and astronomical
theories. The general theory of relativity, which was proposed
by Albert Einstein and is still the primary gravitational
theory today, says that black holes are enormously massive
and dense. Additionally, every galaxy seems to have one of
its own. According to the theory, however, when galaxies
merge it should be impossible for the black holes to actually
get close enough to collide. They should simply orbit one
another in an indefinite fashion.
The only way for this principle to be overridden is through
the help of gravitational forces between gases and stars within
the galaxy. Though the presence of enough solar masses of
gas to make a difference seems unlikely at first glance, there
is some support for the idea.
Graduate students at Columbia University have asserted
that there is a large disc of gas surrounding the larger of the
two black holes. This gas could be a source of light energy,
explaining the light coming from the quasar. However,
it could also be linked to the reasons for the seemingly
impending collision.
The light that is produced by the disc of gas is very important
for mapping and predicting the actions and attributes of the
black holes. As the galaxies and quasar rotate, the light
receives a boost because of the Doppler effect. The Doppler
effect is the change in frequency of a wave or periodic event
for an observer moving relative to its source. This Doppler
boost happens every five years, and the scientists have seen
exactly what they expected to so far, making this seem like a
reliable way to model the quasar and black holes.
If this model is, indeed, reliable, then the black holes
are predicted to collide in 100,000 years. When this event
occurs, the collision will release as much energy as 100
million supernova explosions, blowing stars out of the way
and essentially terminating the existence of the galaxy. In
the meantime, there is quite a bit to be learned and tested,
even with some of the most well-regarded theories in physics
today.
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Peter Pan must improve communication

At the sight of a green and white vehicle,
the crowd huddled near Mass Ave. surged
forward all at once. They were relatively
young, college students, tangled earphones
slipping out beneath their hair and heavy
bags forcing their spine to curve. They
waited, almost blocking the vehicle’s path,
only to realize that the bus was full. There
were thirty of them, and only a handful
of remaining seats. It was 25 degrees; the
Senate Bus was two hours late.
Every weekend, Wellesley students
scamper down to the Peter Pan bus stop
to visit a Boston venue of their choice,
whether it be a mall, a library or a frat
house — and to escape the “Wellesley
bubble.” Alternative transportation routes
allow frequent outings as well, but a
majority of students prefer the Senate bus,
because it is the most accessible, cheapest,
and safe option. Students are grateful
for a quality service that is much better
than the corresponding Babson and Olin
transportation systems.
However,
the
miscommunication
regarding scheduling changes, the faulty
GPS system and the inaccessibility of bus
tokens frustrate Wellesley students.
Students worry most about the lack of
timely information regarding scheduling
changes. Time and route changes are both
inevitable and understandable, especially
in face of volatile weather and traffic.
However, failing to inform students ahead
of time forces them to find alternative,

more expensive ways of returning to
campus. Students can access the GPS
tracking system online through their
smartphones to locate an approximate
position of the bus; however, most have
long stopped relying on the technology
due to frequent errors.
To make up for the faulty tracking
system, students have seized the initiative
to update the GPS tracker and employ
Twitter hashtags to alert the community
off campus when the bus arrives. These
initiatives demonstrate that the Wellesley
students struggle to compensate for
something that should have already been
provided for them.
Although Wellesley’s transportation
website lists a “transportation hotline”
number, students report that they are
forced to listen to bus schedules on repeat.
Changes in bus schedules often occur
late at night, when most modes of public
transit have halted and students resort to
splitting fare for an Uber cab, which is
expensive and potentially dangerous. If
students decide to call campus police for
a ride home, the fare is still put on tab
for later payment. The College website
explicitly states that over 50 percent of
students receive financial aid, meaning
that emergency cabs compound stress.
Another area that requires improvement
is the bus token and punch pass system.
Under the current system, students can
purchase bus tokens and passes at either

end of campus. Unfortunately, the passes
cost $30, a steep price for people who do
not visit Boston frequently. The Senate Bus
and Natick Movie Shuttle recently banned
cash payment, making tokens mandatory.
The token machines in the Lulu and Stone
D continue to flick the “out of order” red
light constantly. The Wellesley News
editorial staff is conscious of the efforts
that have already been made to improve
the Peter Pan. The problem is not the
delays, students are aware that the bus can
be stuck in traffic or delayed by weather,
the problem is the lack of information
available to students about the bus’s
whereabouts. Effective communication
would not only let students know where
the bus is, but also make sure that all
students are aware of important logistical
changes, like the banning of cash or stop
changes. Many students are not aware, for
instance, that the Comm. Ave. stop has
been moved.
Students would also greatly benefit
from being able to track the bus.The
ideal solution would be a functional
and effective tracking system, one that
students can check to know if the bus is
running late.
In an area where the temperature can
drop below 20 degrees Fahrenheit, forcing
students to wait in open-air bus stops
without notice of schedule change simply
should not be an option.

Drought deprives America of
quintessential green lawn

By MAYA NANDAKUMAR ’19
Contributing Writer

Lawns are the cradle of American virtues
and culture. Often a marker of affluence and
socioeconomic prosperity, well-manicured
green expanses have defined neighborhoods
and those within in them. Yet, as wildfires
rage in California, reservoirs are emptied
and fields lay fallow; the grass is no longer
greener on the other side.
My neighbors have a sign in their sepiatoned front yard which displays in all
caps “Brown is the New Green: Join us in
fighting the drought!” While a powerful
show of solidarity in a drought-weary state,
the notice seemed more like a justification
for the destruction of their once beautiful
lawn. While no one in our tight-knit cul-desac seemed less than enthusiastic about the
“lawnicide,” behind closed doors, people
worried about lowered property values and
the lack of curb appeal.
Emma Gellman ’19, a Santa Cruz native,
agreed that her family had to overcome
concerns over their yard’s attractiveness.
“My family stopped watering our lawn and
garden. To us, the conservation of water
was and still is more important than the
aesthetic appeal of our home.” In a region
that barely has enough water to last another
year, citizens need to focus on conserving
their resources.
Since early 2015, various local
organizations within California, such as the
Metropolitan Water District, have offered
money to homeowners who have chosen
to replace their lawns with more ecofriendly combinations, such as gravel and
cacti. With rainfall at below-normal levels
for more than four years now, households
are faced with the reality that maintaining
a verdant pasture out front is no longer a
possibility. In addition, rations have turned
lawns into more of a luxury than a fixture
in the Californian home. Despite all these
regulations and alternatives the process
of removing grass has been unsuccessful
in many parts of the state, as concerns
regarding property values.

COURTESY OF INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS TIMES
An April 2015 New York Times Article,
“Drought Frames Economic Divide
of Californians,” found that residents
of wealthier areas were willing to pay
exceptional fines in order to keep their
estates looking pristine, while for poorer
ones, water meant money, and the less
they could use of either was better. Official
reasoning ranges from increased fire
hazards to simple ignorance, but the fact
remains that Californians are unwilling to
relinquish an institution that has become
integral to a successful impression.
Nevertheless, in general, no single
family has a greater need for the precious
water than another, and it’s important that
residents realize and accept that. As a state,
California must pool together its resources
to ensure that every resident receives a
similar amount of water, and that officials
have enough to fight the raging wildfires
now plaguing the Northern half. Stronger
mandates on water usage would help
guarantee that people do not overuse the
little water that is left.
Still others wonder about the future of
their lawns given that the drought will most
likely end in a few years. The process of
reseeding and regenerating the barren plot
requires an intense degree of dedication
and effort, and many Californians question
their abilities and resources to do so. Many
cannot afford the switch to artificial turf

or to eco-friendly plants, and making a
long-term investment for what seems like
a short-term environmental issue does
not seem like a practical option for many
families. The promise of a rainy winter also
brings hope to many that the dry spell is
coming to a close.
The fact is that the intensity of the current
drought must be recognized and that the
future climate is unpredictable. Should
reports be misinformed and heavy rains
do not hit California this year, residents
will find themselves in a more precarious
situation than before.
My own family finally renounced our
beloved lawn at the beginning of this
summer, over three years after the official
start of California’s drought. The beautiful
green patch that marked a haven in the
midst of suburbia now has dried out into a
rough expanse of stocks and stems. What
was once a gleeful childhood spot for me
is now an area I try to avoid seeing due to
its unsightliness. Yet, I too am falling into
the trap of using fertile grass as a marker of
appearance and prosperity, on an emotional
rather than economic level. It is important
to accept and respect that the death of our
lawn, while unfortunate, is fundamental
to conserving water during this period of
extreme need. Together, we are one step
closer to making brown the new green.

CORRECTIONS
In the news article titled “Students bring national activism org to campus,” Anne Conron ‘18 said, “I felt both defensive and
ashamed of my parents’ status. I was pretending to be someone I wasn’t, but now I don’t want to lose my identity as a working-class person.” She has retracted this statement because she believes it misrepresents her socioeconomic background.
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Hillary Clinton’s education reform
will alleviate student debt

By VICTROIA ANGELOVA ’18
Contributing Writer

When looking at the numbers connected
to student loans, it confounds me that
only three presidential candidates have
come forward with education reforms.
Twelve percent of all Americans have a
student loan to repay. The debt they have
accumulated, $1.3 trillion, is greater than
the nominal GDP of Mexico in 2014.
Hillary Clinton has proposed a longoverdue education reform that despite its
flaws will alleviate the burden on future
students of lower income and on current
students with outstanding loans. At the
same time it will make certain that states
spend more on colleges, ensuring their
affordability.
Repaying a student loan reminds me of
Shakespeare’s “The Merchant of Venice,”
wherein a character had to cut a pound of
flesh from his body to repay a debt. There
are two major issues with the current
repayment system: first, there is no limit
on how much a loan payment can make
up of a student’s income, and second, the
interest rate is higher than it should be.
Many politicians, including Democrat
Elizabeth Warren, have openly protested
against the fact that student loans have
become a source of revenue for the federal
and state governments. Clinton’s program
tackles these issues by ensuring that a
student’s payment will never be more
than 10 percent of their income, and that
graduates with outstanding debts will be

able to refinance it at current interest rates
(4.39 percent for undergraduate students).
The interest rate for future college students
will be lower from the beginning.
The hardest challenge for the reform,
which may also make the biggest difference,
is lowering university tuition. Her reform
envisions free community college, earning
a debt-free four-year degree from state
schools and rewarding states that invest
more in higher education. Her plan includes
colleges that reduce the costs, ones that
are more capable of serving a minority or
low-income population, using additional
grants. The Atlantic argued that requiring
states to increase spending on universities
might be perceived as an expansion of
federal power. While the states’ reaction is
a valid concern, the aspects of the reform
that go beyond the students and force states
and universities out of their comfort zones
make it a game changer.
Another concern, voiced by Steven C.
Bahls, the president of Augustana College,
in an op-ed for the Washington Post, is that
making undergraduate education at public
institutions debt-free will steer students
away from applying to private universities,
which can offer very generous financial
aid packages. He refers to Michelle
Obama’s description of the support she
received at Princeton University as a first
generation undergraduate and her calls for
collaboration between private and public
institutions in lowering costs. I have to
disagree with Bahls. If Clinton’s reforms
are implemented, students will still be
able to apply to private institutions. If they

PADYA PARAMITA ’18, GRAPHIC EDITOR
are not accepted in private universities,
or find the cost too high, they will have
an opportunity to pursue their education
in a state university debt-free. The choice
between attending a private or a public
institution is hard, but the reform does not
remove it altogether.
So what is the downside? The reform
will cost $350 billion for the next 10 years,
and Clinton will limit the tax deductions
for some high-income taxpayers to fund it.
Republicans have protested this provision,
and I can understand their frustration.
While the program is mostly oriented

towards low-income students, it will
be funded with high-income taxpayers’
money. An argument can be made that the
people investing in this reform will not
be the ones to reap the benefits. To me,
an investment in future generations of
American students, regardless of their debt
is an investment in America.
This reform will encourage students to
focus on their studies, rather than funding
them, thus, transforming higher education
for the better.

United States has moral responsibility
to take in Middle East refugees

By KELE ALFRED-IGBOKWE ’19
Contributing Writer

After months of vilifying, demonizing and dehumanizing
refugees, mainstream media has pivoted 180 degrees on its
stance. After images of drowned children washed ashore on
European beaches have gone viral, the media now seems
to be opposed to the injustice plaguing refugees. “For the
children!” is the battle cry that rings throughout the media,
which has re-imaged migrants as invaders of Western
civilization to people deserving of sympathy. Our society
is abhorrent in that it took a viral picture of a drowned child
washed up on the coast of Bordum, Turkey for the world
to recognize the shared humanity of refugees fleeing war
and oppression in countries like the Middle East and Africa,
such as in Syria and Libya, for a better standard of living.
The mainstream media has been on a smear campaign
since the beginning of this spring and summer’s migrant
crisis, capitalising on the European people’s fears and
hatred of migrants using headlines like the Daily Mail’s
“Forget the Greek crisis or Britain’s referendum, this tidal
wave of migrants could be the biggest threat to Europe since
the war”, and the Sun’s infamous columns calling migrants
“cockroaches” and stating that they would “use gunships to
stop migrants.”
The crisis has gotten so out of hand that people are turning
away from the European Union (E.U.) and turning to the
United States to offer humanitarian aid and accept migrants
into their borders. At this point, does the United States
even have a moral obligation to take in any refugees? We,
like the E.U. countries with the resources to take in many
more migrants, have completely ignored the issue until it
exacerbated greatly recently. Do we have an obligation as
one of the biggest economies of the world and a leading
member state of the United Nations to take in refugees? Or,
will taking in refugees do nothing to assuage the crisis if we
don’t tackle the root cause of the issue?
The United States, a country of $53,041.98 as its GDP
per capita, is considering taking in just 10,000 refugees over
the next year after months of the E.U. migrant crisis. This
number was announced by the Obama administration on
Sept. 10. The day before, on Sept. 9, Obama had pledged
to aid the E.U. with its refugee crisis, saying, “This is going
to require cooperation with all the European countries and
the United States and the international community in order
to ensure that people are safe [and] that they are treated with
shared humanity.” By 2017, the United States will increase
the number of refugees allowed into the States from 70,000
to 100,000. However, this too is an adequate. Secretary of
State John Kerry has asserted he is looking into ways to
expand this number.

Many of the refugees are coming from war-torn Syria.
Syria has been having a civil war for the past four years.
Four million people have fled the country since the civil
war began in 2011. Bashar al-Assad, the dictator of Syria’s
regime, has been ruthlessly targeting civilians with chemical
weapons, while the Islamic State (I.S.) (and their reign of
terror) has committed several atrocities against Syrians, such
as murder, torture and crucifixion. Refugees from Eritrea
in East Africa are also fleeing a dictatorship, as well as the
Muslim minority in Myanmar evading ethnic cleansing.
These are human beings fleeing unimaginable brutality in

“ Why is it that, as the
leader of the free world, we
have a precedent of violently
interfering with the business
of countries that are
geographically isolated from
us, rather than extending a
hand of peace...?”
the hope of survival. Unfortunately, these refugees cannot
wait until 2017.
How, then, can America, the land of the free, only accept
10,000 refugees? If we consider ourselves the pioneers of
the developed Western democracies, then we should start
acting that way. We can provide safe havens for more
than 10,000 migrants this year. We have the resources and
capacity to take in much more. We are the “Home of the
Brave,” and if those refugees are courageous enough to risk
their lives on a precarious boat on a quest for humane living
conditions, they deserve to be welcomed into the United
States with open arms.
There have been arguments that the E.U.’s migrant crisis
is too geographically distant from the United States to
expect us to get involved. Yet, this country has created a

pattern and a history of getting involved in other countries’
affairs. Why is it that, as the leader of the free world, we
have a precedent of violently interfering with the business
of countries that are geographically isolated from us, rather
than extending a hand of peace and friendship to asylum
seekers from countries in need? We should provide asylum
and transportation to refugees. If not, the United States
has an obligation to provide aid to countries assisting in
the matter, as a country that prides itself in aiding other
countries and a major player in the international relations.
The United States was originally founded as a nation of
immigrants, of people desperate to cross uncharted waters
to find liberty and evade oppressive governments. Much of
the United States’ history includes an influx of even more
immigrants from countries such as Ireland and Italy who
were seeking a good life of honest labor as well as fleeing
persecution and famine. Ellis Island, New York, is notable
for being a symbol of freedom for immigrants entering the
Land of the Free via ships. What makes these migrants any
different that we should turn our backs on our brothers and
sisters in their time of dire need?
On the other hand, it can certainly be argued that we
should not be fixing a “European problem” when we have
immigration problems of our own regarding migrants from
Latin America flooding our borders. The difference is that
the United States is actually known for interference in
global affairs and has a habit of getting involved in issues
far away from our borders. For example, we are currently
committed to combating I.S., which is a distant crisis in the
Middle East. If we are committed to fighting I.S. and other
threats to democracy, we should as well be committed to
offer humanitarian aid to by taking in the civilians who are
deeply affected by I.S. and other unrest in the Middle East.
Moreover, the European economy is not as strong as
the United States’ economy. The United States has an
unemployment rate of 5.9 percent as of 2014 compared to
the E.U.’s unemployment rate of 11.5 percent. The United
States’ GDP growth is at 2.2 percent while the E.U.’s is at
0.8 percent. Inflation in the United States is at a comfortable
two percent, comparative to the E.U.’s 0.4 percent, which is
dangerously close to deflation. The United States definitely
has much more financial capacity to withhold the refugee
crisis than the E.U.
I call up on the Great United States of America to do the
“right thing” and accept more migrants onto our shores,
because we have enough economic and land capacity for
that many human lives. They, too, deserve life, liberty and
the pursuit of happiness. They, too, are human beings just
like us. They, too, are worthy of acceptance.
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Davis Museum opening impresses with
new exhibits and lively reception

ALICE LIANG ’16, MANAGING EDITOR

Guests gather for the opening night of the Davis Museum.
By LILLY STRIEDER ’17
Contributing Writer
Rapper Travis Scott made news recently, when he
encouraged crowds gathered in the area surrounding his
Lollapalooza concert to climb over the security barricades.
As disastrous as this might have been, I cannot help but
admire the idea that inspired him to act: that in life there
should be no barriers between the wealthy and those less
fortunate. In the museum world today, one has the option
to pay, on average, $20 to get into museums such as the
Art Institute of Chicago or The Metropolitan Museum
of Art, or to be pushed and prodded on the weekly freeentrance nights. This is not so at the Davis Museum of
Art. Instead of putting up financial barriers, this museum,
on Wellesley College’s own campus, is free to the public
every day of the week.
Before arriving at Wellesley, my only knowledge
regarding this museum was about the statue the curators
placed out on the lawn a few years prior - the one that
comes up several times over if you Google Image
search “Wellesley College.” Thus, Wednesday night’s
fall opening reception was a charming surprise. Given
largely in honour of the recently retired professor, Bunny
Harvey, whose work is now proudly displayed in this

By BROTI GUPTA ’16
Staff Writer
Mindy Kaling is everywhere. She is on
television as star and creator of Hulu’s
The Mindy Project, she was an actor and
writer on The Office, and she is on The
New York Times’s bestselling author of
the memoir, Is Everyone Hanging Out
Without Me? (And Other Concerns). She
also happened to be in Boston this past
week on a book tour for her new book of
essays, Why Not Me?
Kaling began the event with a brief
trailer where she introduced herself and
her co-speaker of the night, Dr. Atul
Gawande, author of Being Mortal, The
Checklist Manifesto. “You might be
thinking” she began, once she mentioned
Gawande, “That’s a lot of Indians.”
This was followed by her description of
herself: “Zero husbands, zero children,
and many trips to McDonald’s.”
Kaling entered the stage greeted by

Fall’s feature exhibit (Bunny Harvey Four Decades,
undoubtedly a reference to the artist’s forty years living
and working at the college), this reception served as a
promotion of the things planned for the year to come.
One of those things, as announced by the curators, is the
new catalog the museum will be presenting with Smith
College of Art under Yale University Press. Another was
the news that the Davis recently won the prestigious
Museums for America Grant, which will fund a new
Greek and Roman antiquity galley set to open Fall 2016.
According to the Friends of Art manager, Jennifer Lewis,
the museum is also excited to unveil its new Davis popup bookshop, which will feature promotional Davis
Museum themed items.
When I arrived, I was presented with a delicious
display of Mediterranean foods (hummus, pita bread,
olives, etc.) and a well-stocked bar which took up much
of the tiny, dim-lit lobby. As expected, the food was
extremely delicious and did not last for long. After only
a few moments the crowd descended upon it, and by the
end of the evening, nearly all refreshments were gone. It
seemed a challenge to take a single step. Funnily enough,
it was not nearly as crowded in the galleries themselves.
I found myself able to wander in and out of each gallery
with ease. Certainly, this evening’s emphasis was on

socializing, not so much on the art itself and the viewing
of it. The smartly-dressed crowd was largely made up
of non-students; many were followers of Ms. Harvey.
Others were donors to the museum. There were also
plenty of locals and faculty present, with a handful of
students standing in the corners of the lobby and glancing
at the artworks.
I will say that I was most struck by the caliber of the art
itself, for it is not many a student museum that has in its
permanent collection works by Jackson Pollock, Claude
Monet and John Singer Sargent. Many of the special
exhibits for this fall also proved satisfactory. Sight
Unseen: The Davis Reveals Its Hidden Tapestries offers
a lesson in history as well as art and Farideh Lashai:
Only a Shadow is wonderfully thought-provoking. As
a self-proclaimed art snob, I was stunned when I left
inspired and riveted; the idea of there being such fine
art in Wellesley, Massachusetts was not something I
was expecting. In short, the reception was pleasant,
albeit chaotic, but the art was the main triumph. I would
consider it a shame if students did not make use of this
resource. There are no barriers holding them back, and
there is so much to gain from having an understanding
and appreciation of art.

Why Not Mindy?
several young women’s homemade signs
declaring Kaling to be their best friend or
asking Kaling to hang out with them after
the event.
Sure, the signs are all in good humour,
but there is a semblance of truth to the
sentiment, which Kaling further proved
as the night went on — that she is sort
of like a best friend figure to just about
anybody. Gawande, whom Kaling
admires on a professional level, felt and
reacted to the ease with which she spoke.
One of the very first questions he asked
her was, “Why did you write another
book?” to which she immediately said,
“Money.”
A more genuine answer came right
after, and she reflected on a story written
in her book. She said that young women,
particularly young women of color, ask
her for advice. In one instance, she was
asked by a young girl, “How do you gain
confidence?” In her book, Kaling admits
that she wasn’t able to give this girl the

answer she deserved. “Entitlement is
confidence,” Kaling writes. She goes on
to say that perhaps a sense of confidence
should not come from baseless
entitlement.
In fact, it might be good to feel a sense
of entitlement when you have earned it.
She reiterated this to Gawande, adding
that she feels like nobody is entitled to
anything more than basic human rights.
And to not have to watch an ad before
YouTube videos – she received a wealthy
amount of applause here.
The conversation led from the topic of
hard work and work ethic to her late mom.
Kaling’s mother, Swati Chokalingam,
who was a gynecologist practicing in
Boston, passed away just as The Mindy
Project started picking up on FOX. She
told Gawande that her mother was her
best friend and was a huge inspiration for
her. Gawande was able to relate, as the
two reached an emotional topic – losing
their father and mother, respectively.

“I was lucky” Kaling said, “to have
been distracted by my work. I wasn’t
able to wallow as much because of how
demanding my job is.”
That best friend figure that we see in
Mindy Lahiri on The Mindy Project and
in Kelly Kapoor on The Office, as it turns
out, exists. Perhaps this is because Kaling
grew up with a mother that acted like the
kind — of best friend that she ended up
being - a sharp, funny woman with a love
of fashion.
Towards the end of the event, after
making the audience and Gawande laugh
repeatedly at her wit and idiosyncrasies,
she said that at this point in her life and
career, she wants to be a role model. She
would like to set an example for young
women and inspire confidence and
healthy entitlement, and ask the question
we, especially as women, can dare to ask
ourselves: Why not me?
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New York Fashion Week
showcases sporty-chic looks

WHAT’S HAPPENING

ISIS & Destruction of Cultural
Artifacts Lecture
Thursday, Sept. 24 at 9 a.m.
Collins Cinema

By VICTORIA UREN ’17
Staff Writer
For the 10th anniversary of Alexander Wang’s
eponymous brand, the designer stayed true to his niche
and delivered a collection of impeccable, American
sportswear. Many of the looks from S/S 2010, which
brought Wang’s work first into the fore, could be described
as poetry in jersey. There was some of the same graceful
manipulation here, too, in grey pieces worn as relaxed,
side slit-maxi skirts. As usual, Wang’s women weren’t so
much androgynous as cool girls aloofly toying with drag
— isn’t all fashion, to varying degrees, just this?. The
masculine found itself heavily influencing the structural
aspects, even when there were suggestions of corsetry,
silhouettes bore marks of a manly tailoring which hung
away from the “natural” female shape. White mesh
worn, beneath a dress and then as t-shirts and tank tops
which gaped loudly to reveal skin, expressed a kind of
subversiveness, a nod towards the tawdry. Perhaps most
evident in this collection was Wang’s ability to adopt
disparate elements from our cultural vocabulary, written
in fabric, displayed on screens, and to work them into a
unity. The fusion of, say, California skater culture and the
image of a distinguished woman in repose; these are the
sorts of antagonisms that Wang is best able to exploit,
creating sleek packages just referential enough to have a
smudge of artfulness or “authenticity,” but refined in their
quality, and the distance from the inspirational source
material because it takes an outsider to appropriate, after
all.
For a brand so celebrated for its online presence
and social media savvy, with clothing seen more on
Instagram than on the streets, Opening Ceremony’s (OC)
show this season was surprisingly down-to-earth. Codesigners Carol Lim and Humberto Leon cited Frank
Lloyd Wright’s modernist architecture as their principle
inspiration. Moreso than in other recent collections,
this season’s clothes were marked by restraint — a trait
immediately evident in the show’s head-to-toe beige
opener, made up of a long silk raglan embroidered with
what almost looks like a bonsai, and loose pants. The
relaxed silhouette was sustained throughout, even when
the designers entertained bouts of whimsy — pom-pom
embellished sweaters and skirts; kooky sunglasses.
Overall, it gestured toward a design space somewhere
between a mid-century daydream of the utopian future
and the ‘90s understated minimalism — a combination
sure to satisfy OC’s committed following.
There might not have been an opening look which
communicated more than the sporty, balloon-armed
jacket and pant paired with a bright blue veil at 3.1 Phillip
Lim, which altogether represented the bulk of Lim’s
ideas stewing this season — his ideas involved angular
florals and disruptive beauty were two hallmarks of a
collection defined by shapes that didn’t adhere so much
to a womanly form, but rather asked us to reconsider the
role of the silhouette. Just as there was something almost
upsetting about the flip-flop-toed sandal boots, there was
something strange about veils dyed neon blue and green.

Gender, Education, and
Peacebuilding in Liberia
Thursday, Sept. 24 at 12:30 p.m.
Cheever House
Curatorial Gallery Talk: The Krieg
Cycle
Thursday, Sept. 24 at 3 p.m.
Davis Museum
Hacking Arts: MIT
Saturday, Sept. 26
MIT Media Lab
Open House: Special Collections
Friday, Sept. 25 at 10 a.m.
Clapp Library

COURTESY OF FASHIONISERS.COM

Models showcase Alexander Wang designs
at New York Fashion Week.
With design choices like these, Lim challenges the codes
of fashion vocabulary and reminds us that our reactions
are all side effects of doctrine. Though it may not seem so
important when discussing footwear, a designer’s choice
to emphasize the viewer’s inclinations becomes political
when we react to “unnatural” silhouettes, like the ones
shown at Lim’s show that seem purposefully to dodge
the lines of the body, evading gender-based conventions.
Perhaps what we see in the brand of “cool” emerging
now is the inevitable influence of a queer and gender
liberationist movement moving to unshackle gender from
the body. Since identity politics and Commes de Garçons’
Rei Kawakubo, high fashion clothing has been liberated
to follow a new architecture — one which seems to have
no qualms meddling with the codes we once learned to
read as “feminine”. It’s debatable how far this openness
extends, and whether it means anything in the wider
context of luxury fashion as an industry driven equally
by profit as creativity, but still, the shift is encouraging —
and hopefully we’ll find it the signal of a sea of change.

Book Discussion - The Greater
Journey: Americans in Paris
Friday, Sept. 25 at 3:15 p.m.
Pendleton East 239
Guild of Carillonneurs - “Open
Tower”
Friday, Sept. 25 at 4 p.m.
Galen Stone Tower
Wine and Cheese Reception
Friday, Sept. 25 at 4:30 p.m.
Davis Museum Lobby

Stromae brings electronic beats to Boston
By EMMA ROGALEWSKI ’18
Contributing Writer

Stromae proved his Euro-chic dynamism at Boston’s
House of Blues this past Friday, giving a show almost
as theatrical as it was musical. Belgian-born as Paul
Van Haver, Stromae is a European sensation whose
presence in the U.S. has grown since the release of his
2009 single “Alors On Danse” (“So We Dance”), and
with good reason. Stromae’s music blends electronic
dance music with a hint of pop, though his underlying
message often leans toward the serious.
In the case of “Alors On Danse,” a strong electronic
beat serves as its foundation, lending well to clubs
and parties. Over the baseline, Stromae comments on
the financial and social situation of Europe: despite
the divorce and debt, “alors on danse.”
He began the show with “Ta Fête” (“Your Party”)
— a good choice for an opening act at a sold-out
venue. It’s an explosive dance song that carries a
wildly expressive bass and drum line from start to
finish. While the audience reflected the energy and
excitement of the song, Stromae introduced himself
as his own performer, standing tall and staid, feet
together and arms to his sides, somewhat reminiscent
of a schoolboy at a spelling bee.
Dressed in simple black trousers, a buttoned-up

sweater and a small black bowtie, he could have
walked out of an oak-paneled study rather than the
urban venues in which his music is most frequently
played. Instead of dancing with his audience, Stromae
embodied the theatrical nature of his performance and
solidified the deliberateness of his creative intentions.
The show was also marked by impressive visuals.
Clips of an animated movie played before Stromae
took the stage, between set changes and even during
his performances. Entirely in black and white,
these clips looked as though they could have been
produced by Tim Burton. A small cartoon Stromae
ran across the cartoon screen, tumbled down chutes,
and was plucked into the air by a mechanical claw.
The recently released music video for “Quand
C’est?” (“When Is It?”), in the same cartoon style,
accompanied his performance of the song. Arguably
one of his more explicitly serious songs, “Quand
C’est?” deals with the threat of cancer. Describing its
prevalence and lack of discrimination between parent
or child, Stromae asks, “who’s next?”, wondering if
the disease will ever take a break.
On the screen behind him, a spindly arachnoid hand
prods into the open space in search of its next victim.
He sings the song with an effluvial melancholy that
is distinct from the rest of his discography, producing
a sound similar to currently popular non-traditional

R&B artists.
Though he sings primarily in French, Stromae
addressed his audience in perfect English. He took
one step further in his multilingualism by introducing
“Te Quiero” in Spanish. Later, he poured himself a
drink and even toasted in Portuguese.
He emphasized the importance of internationalism
and multiculturalism to his music by introducing the
members of his band, who have roots all over Europe
and Africa.
Stromae closed the show with “Papaoutai,”
arguably his most popular song with over 286 million
views on YouTube and 78 million listens on Spotify.
The title, a conglomerate word not in the French
lexicon, is based off the French “where are you, dad?”
As this suggests, the song focuses on Stromae’s
absent father. On the screen behind him was a pattern
of animated, block-like men. He wore a light blue
polo shirt with the same pattern, and shorts with the
images slightly enlarged. What does the repetition
of this pattern have to do with the absence of his
father? Who knows. But one fact is clear: despite his
commercial success, Stromae continues to create on
the basis of his individual flair.
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Wellesley Fresh improves Blue Sports
upon dining hall experience
Recap
By LAURA BRINDLEY ’16
Sports & Wellness Editor
Cross Country
Blue cross country traveled to Pineland Farms in
New Gloucester, ME on Saturday to compete against
Tufts, Bates and Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
at the Bates Super XC Shootout. The Blue tied for
second place with Bates College, and finished just
behind Tufts University, who finished behind the
Blue last season at the regional meet, but finished
in front of the Blue at the NCAA. national meet.
Mary Keenan ’17 led the Blue to second place with
a third place overall finish at a time of 18:40. This
weekend’s five kilometer course consisted of many
hills, rocks, and roots which make running fast
even more difficult than on a street or a track. Blue
cross country will run at the Roy Griak Invitational
at the University of Minnesota in Minneapolis this
Saturday at 10 a.m.
Field Hockey

COURTESY OF WELLESLEY FRESH

By IVY JIANG ’18
Sports & Wellness Editor
Wellesley Fresh has introduced many exciting
elements to Wellesley’s on campus dining experience
this semester. Its monthly newsletter has interesting
information on all things dining hall and food related.
The newsletter contains easy-to-make recipes suitable
to be made in a residence hall kitchen, pertinent
information regarding new delicious eats available
at different dining halls and other interesting facts.
Wellesley Fresh has exciting events planned for the fall,
all of which can also be found on its Fall Events Banner.
Keith Tyger, campus executive chef, plans the menu
and programming for all foodservice locations on
campus. Tyger works closely with many staff members
to ensure their success in the operations of their
respective dining facilities, including Vinicio Cordon
and Lorenzo Gayle, the two new chef managers at Lulu
and Tower, respectively.
“I am very excited to see the directions that both Chef
Lorenzo and Chef Vinicio are taking in Tower and the
Lulu. They are both very experienced chefs with unique
talents and styles,” Chef Tyger said. “As always, we
strive to serve the freshest, most flavorful food and
highest quality food we can. All of the special dining
events, such as bread and cheese night and lobster night
are all great fun and allow the Wellesley Fresh team to
create unique themed items.”
Wellesley Fresh has added a local seafood vendor that
will provide fresh ingredients, including local calamari,
fillet fish and shellfish. It has continued its partnership
with Niman Ranch, which provides it hormone, nitrate
and anti biotic free meats. It is also part of the Produce
Alliance, which ensures that local produce supplied
from New England is especially fresh.
One of the new features that has been introduced this
semester is a two day menu for desserts. With many
students taking classes off campus, Wellesley Fresh
has received a lot of feedback about how students
were missing their favorite desserts because they were
in class. This is therefore one possible way to allow
everybody to enjoy the desserts. Additionally, many
grill stations previously served the same menu for lunch
and dinner. Another new feature this semester is the
separate grill menus for each meal, adding even more
variety to the food choices available.
Lori Davidson is the pastry chef at Claflin Bakery.
Together with her team, she is responsible for all the
desserts and a majority of bread on campus, with the
exception of Pomeroy Hall where food ismade within
the dining hall. The focus for this semester is on fresh,
flavorful and fun desserts, including lots of fruit, fall
flavors and fun event themed items.
Dining halls also now feature vegan desserts Monday
through Friday and have been steadily increasing the
variety and frequency of delicious vegan options that are
pleasing to both the vegan and non-vegan population on
campus. Wellesley Fresh is also beginning to introduce
more vegan breakfast options. In addition, Wellesley

Fresh is growing its bread program. Davidson and her
team make all the hamburger buns, white and wheat
sliced bread, French baguettes, focaccia and other
artisan breads for the dining halls. The aroma of the
baked goods floats around Claflin each morning.
Claflin Bakery is currently working on increasing
all whole grain options for both breakfast and dessert
items. Davidson and her team are looking for ways to
make the pastries delicious and healthier, and have, for
example, substituted whole wheat flour for white flour,
and added grains and seeds to many popular items. They
want to ensure that students on campus are able to enjoy
having a sweet item without feeling unhealthy and do
so through keeping portion sizes small so students can
enjoy a ‘little’ something sweet or can try a couple of
bites of everything.
“I am always super excited for the Claflin Extravaganza
in October at Tower Courtyard. That is the bakeshops big
showcase event every year. We tend to make items that
are not usually featured in our day to day production,
plus some fan favorites,” Davidson said.
Kevin Kesterson is chef manager at Bates dining
hall. Kesterson is responsible for writing menus and
planning all campus wide special events, Grab ’N’ Go
for the Emporium and the Leaky Beaker, the bag lunch
program and the food for Collins Cafe.
“One of the events I am looking forward to is defending
my Chili Cook Off Championship. I am undefeated in
Campus Cooking Events and I intend to keep it that
way!” Chef Kesterson said. “Our goals have always
remained the same, to provide outstanding food and
customer service. To do so, we incorporate two things,
student involvement and student feedback.”
Some of the ways that students can help with improving
the dining experience on campus is to be mindful of
wasting food and to prevent additional food waste from
having to go to compost. The chefs are always willing
to accommodate and can customize a plate for a smaller
or larger portion than what is displayed at plated dining
stations. Students can also help by filling out comment
cards. Wellesley Fresh can use the “good” comments to
figure out the dishes or items that are hits and let the
cooks know that their work is appreciated. The “not so
good” cards are used to discover which items are enjoyed
less or which recipes need to be altered. Dining hall staff
also appreciate students letting them know about issues
such as finding a milk machine empty, receiving a plate
of food that may be cold, or another quality issue. The
dining halls are also looking to hire, and staff members
would love to work with students.
Wellesley Fresh is also looking forward to working
with the Dining Services Advisory Board, which is
composed of food representatives from each residence
hall. They meet directly with managers from Wellesley
Fresh to give feedback from House Council meetings
and teas. Among the fun dining-related activities that
the community can look forward to are the New England
Clam Bake on Sept. 22, the Apple Festival on Sept. 30
and Bread and Cheese on Oct. 1.

Blue field hockey defeated the Wheaton Lyons
4-1 on Saturday at the first conference home game
of the season. The Blue quickly asserted their lead
in the first 20 minutes of the game with goals from
Courtney Peterson ’17 and Rachel Hwang ’19.
Though Wheaton showed a strong defense that
prevented the Blue from having an even larger lead
at halftime, their defense was not strong enough to
prevent goals from Nikki Sharkin ’17 and Hannah
Flesch ’16 in the second half. As of Saturday, Flesch
is currently ranked in the top five in career assists in
NCAA active players. Saturday’s victory improved
Blue field hockey’s season record to 5-0, making
them ranked 10th in the NCAA. Blue field hockey
will travel to New London, CT to face Connecticut
College on Thursday at 6:30 p.m.
Golf
Wellesley golf began its competitive season on
Saturday and Sunday at the NYU Invitational at
Spook Rock Golf Course in New York. The Blue
finished 10th overall and had strong showings from
Amy Jin ’19, who finished in the top 25 individually
with a score of 166 over both days, Annika Vandayer
’19 with a combined score of 174 and Lei Wei ’16
who finished with a score of 177. Williams won the
tournament with a two-day score of 614. Blue golf
will play at the two-day Mount Holyoke Invitational
next weekend at the Orchards Golf Club in South
Hadley, MA.
Tennis
This weekend, Blue tennis played matches against
Clark University and Williams College. Wellesley
faced Clark on Saturday at Wellesley’s Outdoor
Courts where the Blue swept the field with a score
of 9-0 that included notable performances from all
three doubles teams who each defeated their Clark
opponents 8-1, and Carina Chen ’17 who defeated
her Clark opponent 6-0 in both sets. On Sunday, the
Blue faced top nationally ranked Williams College
at Williamstown, where they lost 9-0. Strong Blue
performances on Sunday included the #1 and #3
doubles teams, which consisted of Emily Olson
’18 and Justine Huang ’19, and Andjela Stojkovic
’17 and Tristan Lorich ’19 respectively. As of this
weekend, Blue tennis is 4-2 overall, and 3-1 in
NEWMAC conference play. This weekend, Blue
tennis will play at the ITA Regional Championships
at Middlebury College in Middlebury, VT.
Volleyball
On Saturday, Blue volleyball played Rivier
University and Regis College at Rivier University’s
Muldoon Gymnasium in Nashua, NH. In their
opening match against Rivier, the Blue lost 3-1,
but saw strong performances from Yasmine Reece
’19, who recorded 16 kills and three blocks, and
Samantha Hoang ’19 who had 14 digs. The Blue
struggled in the first two sets, but made a valiant
effort to counter Rivier’s victories in the third set.
Sadly, the Blue were not able to keep their win
streak through the next set when Rivier won 25-16,
securing the win. However, the Blue managed to
sweep Regis in the next game 3-0. Reece recorded
yet another team high in kills and blocks, and with
the help of Katie Yan ’18, who recorded a teamhigh of 11 digs. Blue volleyball will face Wheaton
College on Tuesday at Wheaton at 7 p.m.
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SPORTS & WELLNESS

VEGAN DIGEST

Yo quiero taco bell: a vegan’s guide
to eating outside of the bun

SHE Column

Ask the SHE’s

Some birds and bees told us some of you were
curious about genitaliart. If you have no idea what
we’re talking about first think of vajazzling. Yeah,
bedazzling your vulva or where your pubic hair is - it’s
an example of expressing yourself. Other, less famous
albeit but equally valid forms include, tattoos, dyeing,
and piercings.
Let’s start with vajazzling. First off, vajazzling is the
adorning of the pubic area with crystals, glitter, or other
decoration. Some waxing centers actually offer this,
well at least they did around 2010. You can also buy
online kits. They send you crystals that will temporarily
adhere to your skin. It’s recommended that you wax the
area before hand for smoother skin so it’ll be easier to
apply, and to refrain from applying any creams to the
area right before. Once you pull off the sticky backs and
apply you’ll be vajazzled! It won’t last too long.

Let’s start with vajazzling. First
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of the pubic area with crystals,
glitter, or other decoration.
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online kits.
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By GRACIE STUDART ’16
Contributing Columnist
When I think of my fondest memory growing up in
a suburban Carolina town, nothing compares to the
moment my mother, a staunch nutritionist, let go of
everything she learned in dietetics and let us eat at
Taco Bell. I remember everything about the old set up
— from the purple, turquoise, and pink color scheme
that never made any sense to the little Chihuahua
stuffed animals that I begged my mother to buy. I had
the same thing every single time: a bean burrito with
no onions and no cheese, cinnamon twists and a Pepsi.
Looking back I can fondly say my mother unwittingly
jump-started my venture into a vegan diet.
But how, you may ask, could Taco Bell be a
gateway into a vegan lifestyle? Let me let you in on a
little secret. Taco Bell, known almost exclusively for
munchies and indigestion, is a slice of vegan heaven.
After two years of animal free eating, I have learned a
thing or two about how to eat at a fast food restaurant.
The options at Taco Bell, when compared to
McDonald’s apple pies and apple cinnamon oatmeal
without cream, are actually quite extensive. But what
makes Taco Bell such a great option for vegans? The
key is that everything can be made to order. Their
beans, potatoes, tortillas, taco shells, rice, guacamole,
red sauce, salsa, and jalapeños contain no animal
products, and so you can create almost anything you
want with substitutions.
For example, if you want to order a taco, substitute
the beef for beans and ask for fresco style. You can
also replace the sour cream and cheese with lettuce

and Pico de Gallo. Let’s say you want a bean burrito
instead. Ask for one without cheese and voila — a
vegan bean burrito. The substitutions can get trickier
after the taco and burrito, but with a little ingenuity
and help from my trusty sidekick, the Taco Bell app,
anything is possible.
The app, compatible on both the Android and iPhone,
is helpful because you can see all of the possible
modifications on your screen that are otherwise not
visible on the store menu. For example, when I go
into the app and order a Mexican pizza, it shows what
toppings are on it and gives me the ability to change
each topping. So instead of seasoned beef, it shows
the options for chicken, steak, shredded chicken,
or beans. (I, of course, choose beans.) Then I can
remove the three-cheese blend and add on a variety of
ingredients, including onions, lettuce, Pico de Gallo,
jalapeño peppers, potatoes, Latin rice, chunky salsa,
and black beans. These modifications are possible for
every menu item including my favorites, the sevenlayer burrito, tostada and the cantina power bowl —
the budget friendly version of Chipotle’s rice bowls.
Lastly, what makes the app incredibly useful is the
ability to save yourself the embarrassingly lengthy
conversation between you and the cashier when you
tell them all the changes you want to make to your
seven-layer burrito. All you do is order on the app,
pay with a card, and show up to take your food.
So with that, get your hungry selves out to a nearby
Taco Bell, either at the Natick Mall or on Cochituate
Road in Framingham, and turn your vegan fast food
dreams a reality. Remember, the cinnamon twists are
vegan so even a vegan like you can have dessert.

BY THE NUMBERS

18:14
Time Mary Keenan ’17 took to run 3.1 miles for a
third place finish against Tufts, Bates and RPI on
Saturday

31

Number of career assists scored by field
hockey forward Hannah Flesch ’16 as of
Saturday’s game against Wheaton

697
Wellesley golf’s final score for a 10th
place finish at the NYU Invitational

3-1
Wellesley tennis’s conference
record so far this season

Tattoos. If you want to get an area tattooed; shave or
wax the area beforehand and leave some time before
your appointment so that the skin isn’t irritated. The
main thing is to remember how sensitive this skin is
and how carefully you need to clean it. Wash twice
a day and pat dry, then apply a scentless lotion daily
for a while — it takes tattoos weeks to heal. A quick
Internet search will let you know that more guys get
their penises tattooed than you’d think.
You’ll want to be extremely careful when it comes to
getting a piercing for your lower genitals. Depending
on where you get your piercing you may have to
face some sexual restrictions for a while because of
exchanging bodily fluids. It is vital that you schedule
a consultation to make sure that your desired piercing
is possible. Bodies are diverse so while one person
might have thicker skin another might have skin too
thin to support a piercing. When caring for a piercing—
never touch it with dirty hands. Try cleaning it in the
shower with warm water to help wash dead skin away
as it heals. Avoid baths for a while. Use a simple sea
salt or saline solution to wash the area twice a day and
after sex or masturbation, you don’t want to subject the
area to a harsh soap. Refrain from rubbing the piercing
clean, try patting and use paper products instead of a
towel or washcloth. Don’t use any creams on your new
piercing. These piercings are very particular. If it falls
out, call or go to the person who pierced you as soon as
you can otherwise it will very likely close up.
Piercing your boobies. These are much more
common for people than piercings of clitorises or
forchettes (the skin below the bottom of the vaginal
opening and over the perineum). Nipples come in all
shapes and sizes so you want to make sure yours can
get pierced. If you have an inverted nipple, it is a lot
harder to pierce, and so you should consider getting a
piercing somewhere else. Good news for my itty bitty
titty committee members! Nipple piercings tend to heal
faster for this demographic because there is less weight
on the breasts. However, pain varies from individual
to individual. Apart from whether a pierced nipple fits
your aesthetic, many people report that their nipple
sensitivity increases as a result of a nipple piercing.
You might have heard that the sensitivity decreases
in the long run. I want to clarify that the sensitivity
decreases from the initial spike in sensitivity after
piercing, and not from your original senitivity. A way
that people have gotten around that is by putting in a
larger or thicker piercing! The healing process includes
holding ice packs to your nipples. Take your time and
be careful for about eight weeks after piercing them.
Soak your nipples in sea salt or a saline solution and
take warm showers to allow dead skin to wash away.
Sports bras and bras in general help support piercings
in the beginning. You may have very erect nipples for
a while, but that’s because your body is getting used
to the piercing! Barbells are the recommended initial
nipple piercing, and remember to keep it clean, clean,
clean! Fun fact: some women report that breastfeeding
was easier since they pierced their nipple, though they
tend to remove the piercing to do so.
Express yourself
xoxo,
SHE’s

