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Massachusetts implements state-
wide compulsory composting law 

College remains in compliance with law

By NASREEN AL-QADI ’18
Staff Writer

A new composting law in Massachusetts took effect 
as of Oct. 1 to control the disposal of organic waste. 
According to the law, businesses that generate one ton 
or more of food waste a week are required to dispose of 
it by hauling it to energy-generating plants, composting 
facilities or farms to be sold as animal feed.

The ban is part of the Massachusetts Department of 
Environmental Protection’s (DEP) long-term goal to 
reduce waste disposed of in landfills by 30 percent by 
2020. Although the law just took effect last Wednesday, 
Wellesley College has been running a compost program 
since last year when the DEP first publicized the law.

“We wanted to get ahead of the game so we didn’t 
have to sit there and panic and try to do something 
very quick to comply to these regulations,” Director of 
Sustainability Patrick Willoughby said.

Wellesley College began composting at Bates dining 
hall a year and a half ago at the pre-consumer side or 
in the dining hall kitchen. All of the extra food and 
scraps collected during preparation were composted. 
After Wintersession 2013, the College started a post-
consumer composting program. 

At first, the Office of Sustainability found it difficult 
to regulate since students were new to sorting out 
the compost. However, students soon adapted to 
the changes since most items in the dining halls are 
compostable. Examples of items that cannot be 
composted include plastic cutlery, napkins, ice cream 
cone wrappers, straw wrappers, sugar and tea packets.

“We are not backyard composting. Instead, we are 
composting on a relatively large  scale, which is very 
different than composting, say in your backyard,” 
Willoughby said.

According to the law, large institutions have the 
option of selling their organic waste as animal feed, but 
this is not an option for the College due to the napkins 
and plastic cutlery in the compost. Instead, Wellesley’s 
compost is taken to WeCare Environmental, which is 
responsible for helping organizations and companies in 

northeastern United States manage their non-hazardous 
residual waste. All of the College’s non-compostable 
trash is taken elsewhere. 

“All our trash goes to a waste-to-electricity generation 
plant which is better than being landfi-lled. But food 
waste is a horrible fuel because of its water content,” 
Willoughby said.

The College has also been composting all of its yard 
waste onsite for the past 15 years, which eliminates 
the need to buy mulch or loam except when needed in 
large-scale projects.

Wellesley College was the only college in the area that 
worked closely with the DEP and the Massachusetts 
Board of Health, which helped the College implement 
the changes.

“We spent a lot of time talking and working through 
the program with them, and I will give them a lot of 
credit. They were innovative and willing to look at 
different methods of doing this,” Willoughby said.

The disposal of compost is expensive but still cheaper 
than the trash hauling, which can be up to $90 per ton. 
Since 25 percent of trash taken to landfills is organic, 
composting saves space, which is already limited in 
Massachusetts. At Wellesley, the compost program is 
currently cost-neutral. This is partly due to the fact that 
the College requires two companies for hauling — one 
for trash and one for compost.

“It was always my goal to make it cost neutral 
because I never really thought we could make it cost 
positive,” Willoughby said.

Last year, the Office of Sustainability had a goal of 
expanding its composting program campus-wide by 
summer 2014, and the office met its goals. As of spring 
semester of last year, the program has been running 
both pre-consumer and post-consumer compost at 
all five dining halls. Many students are impressed by 
Wellesley’s implementation.

 “I’m proud of Wellesley for composting because it is 
a lot more difficult to do when the infrastructure isn’t 
implemented in the city,” Heidi Wade ’16 said.

 Even though the Office of Sustainability has a 
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Wellesley incorporated composting in the dining halls well before the compulsory compost law went into effect.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Wellesley alumnae respond to senior survey
In the annual survey conducted by the Office of 

Institutional Research, responses from the graduated 
seniors in the Class of 2014 showed that 66 percent 
intend to work full-time this fall and 19 percent would 
enter full- and part-time graduate or professional 
programs. Half of the job-seekers received at least 
one job offer by the time of graduation, which is 
above the National Association of Colleges and 
Employers’s national average of approximately 48 
percent. Sixty-four percent of students reported that 
they had close enough relationships with three or more 
faculty members to have references, and 60 percent 
were able to interact with alumnae who gave advice 
to the new graduates. In addition, 82 percent of job-
seeking seniors and 84 percent of those pursuing 
other degrees plan to continue in areas related to their 
undergraduate work. Eighty-six percent said that they 
were satisfied with their college education while 79 
percent acknowledges   benefits to attending a women’s 
college. Almost all alumane were happy with faculty 
teaching and availability. 

College celebrates LGBTQ month
LGBTQ Programs and Services office hopes to 

raise awareness during LGBTQ History Month. This 
month was created as a time for educating as well as 
highlighting past accomplishments of LGBTQ people. 
Events have already begun on campus, which started 
with the SD Holman exhibit, “Butch: Not Like the 
Other Girls,” at the Jewett Art Center. The exhibit 
will be on display until Oct. 21. Today at 7 p.m. there 
will be a talk by Wellesley graduate of ’77, Rev. Irene 
Monroe, entitled “We All Start Somewhere” in the 
Clapp Library Lecture Room. The office will also 
host a comedy show by Jewish lesbian comedian Julie 
Goldman on Oct. 23 in Tishman Commons. All of 
these events are free and open to the public.

College participates in national cybersecurity 
awareness month

National Cybersecurity Awareness Month (NCSAM) 
was established by President Obama in October 2004 to 
raise awareness of cybersecurity and online safety. The 
College will host John Sileo, CEO of The Sileo Group, 
which advises organizations such as the Pentagon, USA 
Today, Blue Cross and Homeland Security on privacy 
and reputation. His presentation titled, “Data Spies, 
Human Hackers & Internet Attackers: Bulletproof 
Your Privacy & Profits,” will take place later this 
month. Library and Technology Services (LTS) plans 
to encourage students to be aware of the physical 
safety of their laptops and other electronics. LTS 
employees will place a “Security Alert” on unattended 
electronics in libraries and public spaces. A “Security 
Kudos” card and “Security Gnomes” will be printed on 
the 3-D printer in Clapp and left on computers that are 
properly secured.

College ombudsperson Elizabeth Lieberman will 
continue in role

Ombudsperson Elizabeth Lieberman will continue 
in her role throughout the 2014-2015 academic year. 
Lieberman has served as ombudsperson since 2011. 
Before, she taught in the department of chemistry 
and as assistant dean of the College and director of 
the Office of Sponsored Research. Lieberman is also 
a Wellesley graduate.  The ombudsperson facilitates 
disputes between individuals on campus by providing 
information, helping to problem solve, identifying 
resources and moderating conversations. All 
conversations with the ombudsperson are informal and 
confidential except in the case of sexual harassment 
or physical danger. Lieberman is available to meet 
with any Wellesley community members on Tuesdays 
between 9:30 a.m. and 12 p.m. and then again from 
12:30 p.m. to 3 p.m.



By EMMA KING ’18 
Contributing Writer

College Government (CG) Vice 
President Charlotte Harris noted a 
growing problem of over-programming at 
Wellesley during presidents’ training last 
month. Last year, 2,227 curricular events, 
4,365 special events and 2,384 student 
activities took place. In total, students, 
faculty and staff made 10,246 reservations 
last year and 470 reservation requests had 
already been processed this year by mid-
September. Each year, Wellesley’s student 
activities fee of $276 per student sums to 
approximately $600,000 to be allocated to 
student organizations by the student bursar.

As student organizations request funding 
for a greater number of events, the Student 
Organizations Funding Committee (SOFC) 
must apportion money to a greater number 
of organizations. Often, organizations 
do not receive what they believe to be 
adequate funding for their events. With 
less funding, each event may be lower in 
quality as compared to fewer, better funded 
events. The problem may exacerbate 
stuents’ stress associated with planning 
organization-sponsored events.

The Student Organization and 
Appointments Committee (SOAC) blames 
over-programming for the underfunding 
of well-attended events and an excess of 
minimally attended events. On a survey 
conducted last year of students who hold 
executive board positions, students on 
average rated pressure to host events 
as “moderately high.” Many consider 
community time on Wednesdays to be 
a major contributor to the overall issue, 
since many events go unattended due to 
overestimation in student participation. 

Harris expressed her concern with the 
growing problem of over-programming at 
Wellesley and offered suggestions from 
SOAC. Harris’s main suggestion to address 
over-programming is for organizations to 
host fewer events. 

“Stressing udents feel like they need to 
[host events] to be a leader on campus,” 
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By HAJIN PARK ’17
Contributing Writer

Wellesley students came together  to show support 
for ongoing pro-democracy protests in Hong Kong last 
Wednesday. Although Wednesday was China’s National 
Day and a public holiday in Hong Kong, thousands of 
Hong Kongers were in protest of Beijing’s control over 
Hong Kong’s leadership. 

Hong Kong was scheduled to have full universal suffrage 
in its 2017 elections for the chief executive. Beijing, 
however, maintains its right to determine candidates for the 
position. In response, on Sept. 22 of this year, university 
students in Hong Kong started to boycott classes and have 
since led ongoing protests on the streets.

After hearing the news from Hong Kong, a few Wellesley 
students decided to raise awareness about the issue on 
campus. On Wednesday, the students set up booths in both 
Pendleton Hall and the Lulu Chow Wang Campus Center 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. They passed out yellow ribbons as 
they spoke about the events in Hong Kong. 

“As foreign students and as students at Wellesley who 
believe in liberal traditions and democracy, and even 
student activism, it’s important that we do as much as we 
can to show Hong Kong students that the world is on their 
side,” said Tiffany Chung ‘17, one of the student leaders. 
“We want to make it clear, however, that this is a students 
for students movement. We’re not anti-China, we’re pro-
Hong Kong students.” 

Many in the Wellesley community had yellow ribbons 
pinned to their clothes, while others made a bolder 
statement of their support for democracy in Hong Kong by 
wearing yellow clothing. 

“I think it’s important that all Wellesley students know 
what is happening because this could happen anywhere,” 
Yu Rong Lim ’18 said. “This is a global issue, not one 
particular to Hong Kong.”

The leaders of the event also ran a photo campaign. As 
students picked up a yellow ribbon, they were also given 
the option of having a photo taken of them holding up signs 
with different slogans on them such as “Wellesley stands 
with Hong Kong” and “We stand with Hong Kong.” The 
photos will be uploaded to a national Tumblr collecting 
photographs of students and people living abroad who 
support the protesters in Hong Kong.

“We’re trying to show students in Hong Kong that even 
though we’re not in the square with them, we’re with them 
in spirit,” Chung said.

The event led by Chung and other students was well 
attended. They handed out hundreds of ribbons, running 
out of ribbons by the end of the day, and took almost 100 
photos for the national tumblr. The Facebook event that the 
organizers created, “Stand Up for Hong Kong,” had more 
than 150 attendees.

“I think the campaign is brilliant. I am always really 
inspired by how college students seem to be the most 
politically active,” AnnaJoy Gillis ’15 said.

Although the event seems to have had positive feedback, 
Chung said they took precautions in the campaign.

“We’re trying to make ourselves as vocal as possible on 
campus without offending people, because we understand 
that this is a sensitive issue, and there are people who 
disagree with us,” Chung said. 

The organizers also led a trip later that day to Boston 
Commons to join the Bostonians and students from other 
universities who were also supporting the protestors. 

“I was surprised by how many people showed up,” said 
Amanda Hui ’15, a resident of Hong Kong. “Of the people 
who I spoke to tonight, there were a lot of people who were 
not from Hong Kong but who still came out. It was very 
touching.” 

With yellow ribbons, candles, signs and umbrellas, 
hundreds gathered together despite the drizzle and walked 
to the Stater International House to tie yellow ribbons to 
the gate. 

“The more people gather together, the more of an impact 
we can have. I want to let those in Hong Kong know that 
we support them,” said Lim, who was raised in Hong 
Kong. 

The student leaders have also collaborated with faculty 
and will hold a faculty panel on the issue on Thursday, Oct. 
9,at 12:30 p.m. in Pendleton Atrium. Professors from the 
political science, East Asian languages and cultures and 
sociology departments will speak at the panel. 

Professor Song, one of the faculty panelists, has been 
very supportive of the campaign on campus.

“I think the purpose of education is to give our students 
the information, the knowledge of what is happening in the 
world,” Song said, “It’s not about whether you like it it or 
not, but at least you should know about it.
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Tiffany Chung ’17 explains the movement in Hong Kong 
and hands out yellow ribbons to raise awareness in the  
Pendleton entrance.

Composting law coincides 
with sustainability month

composting program, it also has plans to reduce food 
waste overall because 30 to 50 percent of food does not 
make it to the table. 

“It’s about getting students to take food when they 
are confident they are going to eat it,” said Sharon Bort, 
sustainability 
coordinator 
at Wellesley 
College.

The Office of 
Sustainability 
has already 
implemented 
a policy of not 
having trays in 
four of the five 
dining halls in 
order to help 
to control the 
amount of 
food taken by 
each student. 
Without trays, 
students can 
only take what 
they can carry. 
At the same 
time, dining 
hall staff needs 
to accurately 
prepare the 
right amount of 
food, which can 
be difficult. 

October is 
sustainability 
month at 
Wellesley and 
across the 
U.S. The 
Office of 
Sustainability is urging students to get involved and 
share their ideas to make campus a greener place. It 
also has a class of ‘57 Green Fund, which sets aside 

half a million dollars for any reasonable sustainability 
project. Students who want to get involved should 
contact the Office of Sustainability to pitch their ideas.

 The Green Fund is revolving, so all the money saved 
through the implementation of sustainability projects is 
re-circulated back into the fund. The fund is managed 
by nine committee members who work to initiate on-

campus sustainability 
projects. Sustainability 
projects were set to 
begin in the summer 
of 2013 and a number 
of goals have already 
been completed, 
including replacing 
fluorescent light bulbs 
with LED lights in 
Dower and the College 
grounds.

 In terms of 
sustainability, the 
campus is also working 
on other projects 
including keeping the 
bike share program 
running, distributing 
reusable water bottles 
to all first years, 
replacing light bulbs 
with LEDs and placing 
eco-representatives in 
all the residence halls.

“Behavior changes 
are something hard 
to do, but we have an 
eco rep coordinator 
and hopefully will get 
eco reps in the dorms 
to help work towards 
behavior change,” Bort 

said.
Upcoming events for 

this sustainability month 
include environmental science lectures on Oct. 9 and 
Oct.30, as well as a Bike Film Festival on Oct. 24.

Continued from page 1
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Dining halls compost food waste from the production proccess and 
from the food students toss.

10/01/14 Motor vehicle accident with property damage 
7:41 a.m. Athletics maintenance facility. The reporting 
person (RP), a Wellesley College (WC) staff member, 
observed damage to a building. An officer was dispatched. 
The office discovered that a tractor trailer had struck the 
building. Report filed. Case closed.

10/01/14 Drug abuse violation 1:32 p.m. Severance hall. 
The RP, a WC staff member, reported an odor of marijuana 
emanating from a dorm room. Officers were dispatched. 
Report filed. Case closed.

10/02/14 Medical illness 2:24 p.m. Wang campus center. 
The RP, a WC staff member, requested an ambulance for 
a student who was not feeling well and required medical 
attention. Officers were dispatched and an ambulance 
requested. The student was transported by ambulance to 
the MetroWest Medical Center in Natick. Report filed. 
Case closed.

10/02/14 Medical injury 5:57 p.m. KSC athletic fields. 
The RP, a WC staff member, called to request an ambulance 
for an injured student. Wellesley Fire Department (WFD) 
and AMR were dispatched to the athletic fields for an 
evaluation. The student was transported via ambulance to 
Newton-Wellesley Hospital in Newton. Report filed. case 
closed.

10/03/14 Ambulance call 8:37 a.m. Wang campus center. 
The RP, a Food Service manager, requested an ambulance 
for an employee who was experiencing chest pain and 
dizziness. Officers were dispatched and an ambulance was 
requested. A patient transport refusal form was signed. 
Report filed. Case closed.

10/03/14 Medical illness 9:25 a.m. Science center. The 
RP, a WC staff member, reported a student was not feeling 
well and may require medical attention. Officers were 
dispatched an an ambulance requested. The student was 
transported to MetroWest Medical center in Natick. Report 
filed. Case closed.

10/03/14 Unclassified 9:34 a.m. Claflin hall. The RP, 
a WC employee, requested to speak with an officer in 
regards to a matter regarding an employee. An officer was 
dispatched. Report filed. Case closed.

10/04/14 Medical illness 10:39 a.m. Jewett arts center. 
The RP, a WC staff faculty member, called to request 
assistance for a student who was feeling faint. Officers on 
scene requested an ambulance for treatment. The student 
was transported to MetroWest Medical Center. Report 
filed. Case closed.

POLICE BLOTTER

Wellesley students support protestors in Hong Kong
Students organize on-campus awareness campaign



By EMMA KING ’18 
Contributing Writer

College Government (CG) Vice 
President Charlotte Harris noted a 
growing problem of over-programming at 
Wellesley during presidents’ training last 
month. Last year, 2,227 curricular events, 
4,365 special events and 2,384 student 
activities took place. In total, students, 
faculty and staff made 10,246 reservations 
last year and 470 reservation requests had 
already been processed this year by mid-
September. Each year, Wellesley’s student 
activities fee of $276 per student sums to 
approximately $600,000 to be allocated to 
student organizations by the student bursar.

As student organizations request funding 
for a greater number of events, the Student 
Organizations Funding Committee (SOFC) 
must apportion money to a greater number 
of organizations. Often, organizations 
do not receive what they believe to be 
adequate funding for their events. With 
less funding, each event may be lower in 
quality as compared to fewer, better funded 
events. The problem may exacerbate 
stuents’ stress associated with planning 
organization-sponsored events.

The Student Organization and 
Appointments Committee (SOAC) blames 
over-programming for the underfunding 
of well-attended events and an excess of 
minimally attended events. On a survey 
conducted last year of students who hold 
executive board positions, students on 
average rated pressure to host events 
as “moderately high.” Many consider 
community time on Wednesdays to be 
a major contributor to the overall issue, 
since many events go unattended due to 
overestimation in student participation. 

Harris expressed her concern with the 
growing problem of over-programming at 
Wellesley and offered suggestions from 
SOAC. Harris’s main suggestion to address 
over-programming is for organizations to 
host fewer events. 

“Stressing udents feel like they need to 
[host events] to be a leader on campus,” 

Harris said. “Meanwhile, it’s really quality 
over quantity. A great event is better than 
an unattended one.” 

Should each organization hold one less 
event per year, 160 fewer events would 
require funding from the available funding. 
A reduction of 160 events is miniscule 
compared to number of events students 
held last year, which is to over 10,000 
events.

“That’s insane,” Harris emphasized, “and 
people don’t know [over-programming] is 
a problem until they see those numbers.’’ 

Harris also suggested that organizations 
“do less and collaborate more,” to avoid, 
for example, having lectures that are similar 
in theme or events with 10 attendees. 
“Each co-hosted event doubles outreach 
and resources,” Harris noted, “and should 
orgs collaborate, they could instead bring 

in fewer, much better speakers, host larger 
parties, or have a more widely-attended 
dance exhibition.” 

SOAC is currently looking for ways to 
incentivize collaboration in the coming 
semester. However, their plans will require 
organizations to respect the honor code 
and not find ways to circumvent new rules. 
In the past, many students found ways to 
evade fundraising requirements set by  
SOFC, enough so that requirements were 
removed. 

Caroline Bechtel ’17, executive board 
member of ALLIES, which facilitates 
conversations about civil-military issues, 
commented on the effects of over-
programming on events. 

“There is definitely a pressure to put on 
events — it affects the way I promote our 
own events. There’s a competition which 

forces me to advertise more and recruit 
more, and I think there are too many orgs 
that serve the same purpose,” Bechtel said. 

Ianka Bhatia ’18 suggested measures 
to streamline the funding process for 
organizations.

“Perhaps it would be better if we ensured 
there was adequate interest in each event 
before granting the money,” she said. “In 
this way, the concern with perpetuated 
traditional events would be eliminated, 
and orgs would be forced to reinvent 
themselves for better outreach.”

Over-programming is not unique to 
Wellesley. Discussions among the Seven 
Sister colleges, set to occur again in 
November, have uncovered a widespread 
problem with over-programming and 
interorganizational competition that adds 
to overall student stress. Wellesley’s large 
number of organizations per student is 
also noted as a contributing factor to the 
growing problem. The college has a very 
high number of student organizations 
relative to peer institutions like Bryn 
Mawr College with 1,700 students and 
Smith College with 2,600 students. 
These colleges both offer approximately 
100 student organizations. Meanwhile, 
Wellesley, with about 2,500 students, has 
over 160 constituted organizations. 

Some students have not felt the harmful 
effects of over-programming.

“I’m on the e-board of Spectrum and we 
had to move the dates of our two major 
events a few times because there are so 
many things going on, but I think the 
number of events adds to campus life,” 
Nina-Marie Amadeo ’18 said. “One of the 
things I love about Wellesley is how easy 
it is to find something you’re interested 
in and meet people who share the same 
interest, usually through events.” 

SOFC and SOAC hold that for Wellesley 
to continue hosting high-quality events 
with a limited budget, students must be 
proactive in their approach to college 
funding and collaborative when planning 
events.
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Students made 2,384 space requests last year. The overall campus, including faculty and 
staff, made a total of 10,246 reservations last year.

SOAC emphasizes collaboration  
to combat over-programming

“We’re trying to show students in Hong Kong that even 
though we’re not in the square with them, we’re with them 
in spirit,” Chung said.

The event led by Chung and other students was well 
attended. They handed out hundreds of ribbons, running 
out of ribbons by the end of the day, and took almost 100 
photos for the national tumblr. The Facebook event that the 
organizers created, “Stand Up for Hong Kong,” had more 
than 150 attendees.

“I think the campaign is brilliant. I am always really 
inspired by how college students seem to be the most 
politically active,” AnnaJoy Gillis ’15 said.

Although the event seems to have had positive feedback, 
Chung said they took precautions in the campaign.

“We’re trying to make ourselves as vocal as possible on 
campus without offending people, because we understand 
that this is a sensitive issue, and there are people who 
disagree with us,” Chung said. 

The organizers also led a trip later that day to Boston 
Commons to join the Bostonians and students from other 
universities who were also supporting the protestors. 

“I was surprised by how many people showed up,” said 
Amanda Hui ’15, a resident of Hong Kong. “Of the people 
who I spoke to tonight, there were a lot of people who were 
not from Hong Kong but who still came out. It was very 
touching.” 

With yellow ribbons, candles, signs and umbrellas, 
hundreds gathered together despite the drizzle and walked 
to the Stater International House to tie yellow ribbons to 
the gate. 

“The more people gather together, the more of an impact 
we can have. I want to let those in Hong Kong know that 
we support them,” said Lim, who was raised in Hong 
Kong. 

The student leaders have also collaborated with faculty 
and will hold a faculty panel on the issue on Thursday, Oct. 
9,at 12:30 p.m. in Pendleton Atrium. Professors from the 
political science, East Asian languages and cultures and 
sociology departments will speak at the panel. 

Professor Song, one of the faculty panelists, has been 
very supportive of the campaign on campus.

“I think the purpose of education is to give our students 
the information, the knowledge of what is happening in the 
world,” Song said, “It’s not about whether you like it it or 
not, but at least you should know about it.

Senate continues research on OneCards
Senate Policy and Ethics Committee (SPEC) chair Katelyn 

Campbell ’17 has continued her investigation on how OneCards 
at Wellesley can be improved and has been in contact with 
Library and Technology Services (LTS). LTS is currently 
considering extending the use of OneCards to the laundry 
machines, which would allow students to use their OneCards 
rather than their credit cards when paying for laundry on 
campus. However, another Senator noted that Campus Police 
has already purchased OneCards for at least this academic year 
so it is unlikely that they would be willing to purchase modified 
OneCards at this point in time.

Senate to investigate ways to track the Peter Pan bus
Previously web page existed that tracked the GPS coordinates 

of the Peter Pan bus. Students could determine if a bus was late 
or stuck in traffic. However, the website was not successful 
and students again have no means to track the bus. College 
Government (CG) Vice President Charlotte Harris ’16 suggested 
setting up a Twitter feed that students could check for updates 
from other students about the whereabouts of the bus. College 
Government (CG) President Hana Glasser ’15 has brought up 
a similar proposal in past Senate meetings. However, another 
senator suggested developing an app for smart phones to track 
the location of the bus.

Senate to host Hackathon in late October
The College Government (CG) Cabinet plans to host a 

brainstorming event titled “Hackathon” on Oct. 27. The event, 
which is open to the student body and senators alike, will allow 
students to generate ideas and projects with senators in round-
table discussions. The cabinet has also arrange for Katherine 
Wu to speak. She is the attorney and the first Asian-American 
councillor at-large to serve on the Boston City Council. 

By EVELYN TAYLOR-MCGREGOR ’16
News Editor

The Lipper Awards are based on a review 
of 36 companies’ 2012 and 48 companies’ 

2013 risk-adjusted performance.

BEST OVERALL LARGE FUND COMPANY1

1The Lipper Award is given to the group with the lowest average decile ranking of three years’ 
Consistent Return for eligible funds over the three-year period ended 11/30/12 and 11/30/13, 
respectively. TIAA-CREF was ranked against 36 fund companies in 2012 and 48 fund companies 
in 2013 with at least fi ve equity, fi ve bond, or three mixed-asset portfolios. TIAA-CREF Individual 

& Institutional Services, LLC, and Teachers Personal Investors 
Services Inc. C18456A ©2014 Teachers Insurance and 
Annuity Association of America – College Retirement Equities 
Fund (TIAA-CREF), 730 Third Avenue, New York, NY, 10017.

Consider investment objectives, risks, charges and ex-
penses carefully before investing. Go to tiaa-cref.org for 
product and fund prospectuses that contain this and other 
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NATION & WORLD
By SARA RATHOD ’15

Staff Columnist

Supreme Court declines to hear same-sex marriage cases, allow unions in five states
The Supreme Court on Monday declined to hear five major cases on same-sex marriage, 

implicitly upholding the appeals court rulings that allow same-sex marriage in Virginia, 
Utah, Oklahoma, Indiana and Wisconsin. The decision sparked a wave of gay and lesbian 
couples who rushed to take their vows within hours of the announcement. Two-thirds of 
states in the U.S. now allow same-sex marriage, and the number is expected to rise in 
the wake of this week’s decision. The Supreme Court seems to be biding its time until a 
large enough majority of states have allowed same-sex marriage, as it did in the case of 
interracial marriage. Still, its refusal to hear the cases has frustrated both the supporters 
and the opponents of same-sex marriage who were pushing for the Court to rule on the 
issue once and for all.

United States to enact tougher airline Ebola screenings
Soon after Thomas Eric Duncan, the first person diagnosed with Ebola in the United 

States, lapsed into critical condition, President Obama announced that the U.S. government 
would tighten screenings of airline passengers traveling between the United States and 
Africa. Several prominent Republican Congressmen called for an all-out travel ban for 
those coming to the United States from the affected countries, but health officials fear 
that such a ban could discourage health workers from traveling to West Africa to contain 
the virus. In the midst of growing fear of Ebola in the West, administrative officials have 
reassured Americans that the United States health care infrastructure is much better 
equipped to contain Ebola than the scarce and overloaded institutions in West Africa. 
The virus poses a greater threat in a country like Liberia where malnourishment, lack of 
adequate shelter, and limited access to health care have fed the epidemic.

Hong Kong student leaders meet with government as protests wane
After more than a week of protests in the streets of Hong Kong, students have begun to 

return to their classes and workers to their jobs. The dwindling crowds cleared the way 
for government workers to return to their offices, many of which had previously been 
blocked by demonstrators. On Monday, a few hundred protesters remained at the sit-ins 
while representatives from the two main student groups, Scholarism and the Hong Kong 
Federation of Students, entered into their second round of talks with Chief Secretary 
Carrie Lam, the second-in-command of Hong Kong. The students refused to meet with 
the most powerful official in Hong Kong, Chief Executive Leung Chun-ying, whom they 
hope to replace the 2017 election.

Brazilian President faces runoff in Presidential election
Dilma Rousseff, the leftist incumbent in Brazil’s presidential race, faces a runoff with 

pro-business opponent Aecio Neves. Rousseff became the country’s first female president 
in 2011 and, during her tenure, made electricity widely available for Brazilians living 
in the countryside. However, she has also received criticism for her management of the 
World Cup this year. Her opponent Neves has promised lower inflation and plans to 
promote more investment in the nation’s economy. Neves is an economist and a well-
known name in politics. Marina Silva, an environmentalist candidate who was seen as the 
leading opponent to Rousseff up until a barrage of negative campaigns put her in third 
place in the polls, did not qualify to participate in the runoff. Although Rousseff also 
advocates environmental conservation, her plan for economic growth takes advantage 
of the natural resources in the Amazon through large mining and dam-building projects.

By STEPHANIE YEH ’18
Staff Writer

Wellesley College has introduced the English Language 
Resource Center (ELRC), a center for students who did 
not learn English as their first language to drop in for 
extra help. The center, which is offered as a part of the 
Writing Program, provides one-on-one tutoring focused 
on problems associated with language usage. In addition 
to giving writing support, the ELRC assists students with 
many aspects of oral and written expression including 
grammar, pronunciation, word choice and reading 
comprehension.

Students who visit the ELRC meet directly with 
coordinator Alaina Farabaugh, who previously worked at 
a Boston non-profit organization helping English learners. 
Farabaugh now oversees the center and is the sole tutor for 
the program. She explains that she can help with different 
assignments such as presentations or essays. 

She aims for the one-on-one assistance to be collaborative 
and seeks to train non-native English speaking students 
to start noticing common mistakes. She customizes each 
tutoring session to the student’s particular needs by first 
familiarizing herself with the requirements for the course, 
then pointing out parts that need improvement.

“Students bring me a specific assignment that they 

want me to look over. I sit with them, ask them questions 
about the assignment and the class, silently read over their 
introduction, then we go through the work together and 
look over things that can be improved,” Farabaugh said.

Ann Velenchik, the director of the Writing Program, 
along with other instructors in the program, established 
the ELRC after noticing a need for a center where students 
who have not had a traditional English background can 
receive extra help. Students who visit the ELRC are 
typically international or have spent a significant amount 
of time living abroad. 

“The instructors felt like there needed to be somewhere 
where they could send students to get really intensive 
English language support, that there wasn’t really a place 
where they were getting that,” Farabaugh said. 

The ELRC is not affiliated with the Pforzheimer 
Learning and Teaching Center (PLTC), but the two centers 
do collaborate in some instances. The writing tutors 
associated with the PLTC are mainly focused on problems 
with formal writing such as idea generation and structure, 
but when language obscures the meaning of the work, they 
may refer students to the ELRC. Writing tutors do not 
give direct corrections for grammar and language usage 
which Farabaugh says might be exactly what a non-native 
English learner needs help with. 

“Sometimes an English learner just needs to know that 

this is an idiom, that’s just how it’s said in English. There’s 
not a rule that can be learned, it’s just how it’s done,” 
Farabaugh said. 

Farabaugh has plans to extend the support of the ELRC 
to more students on campus. She hopes to offer workshops 
to address general problems with language as well as work 
with the Slater International Center to reach out more to 
the community. 

Mojia Shen ’18, a student from China, has taken advantage 
of the ELRC for help on her writing assignments. She finds 
the Center very beneficial and recommends it to other non-
native students.

“It doesn’t only help me with improving my essays, but 
also teaches me lots of grammar rules and other useful 
expressions,” Shen said. “I feel the Center is a great 
support for non-natives.”

Shen finds the ELRC to be a helpful resource and 
commented that Farabaugh is very accessible and 
encourages active thinking.

“Alaina herself is very approachable and she encourages 
me to think first before offering me a better word choice,” 
Shen said.

Students can walk in to the ELRC, located in Pendleton 
West 121, on select weeknights, or make an appointment 
directly with Farabaugh.

SOOJIN JEONG ’17, PHOTOGRAPHY EDITOR

Alania Farabaugh, the new coordinator of the ELRC, holds office hours on Sundays and Mondays from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. and Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.

College offers new resource for non-native 
English-speaking students

English Language Resource Center created under Writing Program
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By LARA AZAR ’15
Staff Columnist 

Not a single member of the Wellesley 
College student body has spoken to Liona 
Lionne ’18 in two weeks, after she ignored 
her email for six hours during the day. In an 
impressive demonstration of collaboration 
and organization, all the students on campus 
worked together to successfully ignore the 
Email Ignorer. 

The Wellesley community has a history of 
standing together and taking action to make 
a point and then bickering about said points 
they’re trying to stand together to make. 
This point is perhaps the only point in the 
history of points at Wellesley that everyone 
can agree on: In order to remain an accepted 
member of the student body, one must 
constantly keep up with their emails. 

Sources confirm that Lionne had taken a 
nap under a table in the art library at 6:30 p.m. 
on a Wednesday and slept through her alarm, 
the clacking of keyboards and one muffled 
but tear-filled phone call, dozing right until 
the 12:15 a.m. buzzer. In that time period, 
she had received approximately 325 emails, 
320 of which she was expected to respond to, 
and five about missing OneCards. Instead, 
she reportedly got overwhelmed and went 
back to her double in Severance to snuggle 
with a bag of organic potato chips and work 
on her calculus problem set. These actions 
inconvenienced the rest of the student body, 
so an Email Shun was organized.

“It took me ten days to realize what was 
happening,” the First Year confessed, her 
eyes red from spending 50 of the last 72 
hours in an isolated study room on the fourth 
floor of Clapp. “At first I thought it was a 
regular symptom of the Wellesley hustle 
and bustle. But then I realized that all the 
students had the time to at least tell each 
other how good the desserts are. When I 

told a fellow student in Stone-Davis to add 
a brownie to the sundae she was making and 
got a pained look, that’s when I realized I 
was being shunned.”

Email Shunning is standard practice in 
the Wellesley community. Records show 
that email shunning happens on average 
twice a semester. Common victims are first 
years, who are unaware of the sheer value 
given to the College’s most vital form of 
communication, as well as students who 
have spent the previous semester studying 
abroad, generally at a university where it 
is not standard practice to write “check 
email!!” twice a day into a weekly planner. 

Various members of the student body 
have initiated previous Email Shunning 
practices in the past, but in recent years 
the Email Discipliner, a relatively new 
position in College Government has been 
responsible for sending out the mass emails 
instructing all students to ignore the Email 
Ignorer. Because most of the student body 
keeps up with emails and complies promptly 
to requests, the shunning generally goes 
smoothly.

“It’s an educational process,” explained 
Noura Nour ’15, the 2014-2015 Email 
Discipliner and a peace and justice studies 
major. “Most Wellesley students understand. 
The student ignores us collectively and 
messes with our flow, so we collectively 
ignore them and mess with their flow. 
Afterwards they become an incredible 
contributor to our flow. That, or they transfer. 
Good riddance, though. Am I right?”

The Shun is expected to go on for another 
week. Records show that previous shuns 
have lasted anywhere from ten days to five 
weeks. The Shun length allegedly depends 
on the severity of the initial email ignore 
time. An equation for shun length has 
been put on the agenda for the next Senate 
meeting.

By GRACE BALLENGER ’17
Contributing Writer 

 
Recent events in the archives seem like a plot of a 

mystery novel: Friends of Nancy Corcoran, the Catholic 
chaplain, found an annotation in a Hawaiian memoir that 
led to a search for a tree that Queen Kapi’olani of Hawaii 
planted on Wellesley’s campus nearly 130 years ago in 
1887.

The queen visited the school as part of a tour that she 
made of the mainland on her way to an audience with 
Queen Victoria in England, according to a newspaper 
clipping from the time of the event.

While the ceremony and the old location of the tree were 
documented in news articles from the Courant, a campus 
publication made by students, faculty and alumnae, 
the tree was not marked by any plaque. According to 
newspaper accounts, the tree was planted on the lawn 
between the College of Music and the avenue. 

Professor emeritus Peter Fergusson, who has written a 
book on Wellesley’s geography, explained that the tree 
would be difficult to locate today because the geography 
of the campus has changed so much since the time of 
planting. 

“All that’s left of the avenue [the old main road through 
the College] is the bit in front of the Chapel. This means 
the tree must have been somewhere on what is now 
Chapel Lawn.  Complicating matters is that in 1887 there 
was no chapel,” Fergusson said.  

    The Chapel was later constructed as part of College 
Hall, which burned down in 1914.  

    The old newspaper accounts do not explain why a tree 
was planted to commemorate the event. The planting of 
the tree may be an acknowledgement of  Hawaiian culture, 
which  is characterized by a strong connection between 
the people and the land. This connection manifests itself 
in many ways, according to Shelby Baptista ’15, who is 
Hawaiian.

The word “aloha” is commonly known as the word 
“hello” or “goodbye” in the Hawaiian language. However 
it also has a deeper spiritual meaning and describes a way 
of life. Its spiritual connotation translates as the sharing of 
life energy in the present.     

“When you say ‘aloha,’ it’s like a spiritual connection 
with a person and the land. Aloha translates as love. So 
I try to think about this myself like the significance of 
the tree, planting the tree, putting something back into the 
land that’s sacred, a way to share an aloha,” Baptista said. 

Not only was the planting of the tree a way for Hawaiians 
and non-Hawaiians to share a ritual together, it was also a 
sign of respect for the campus. 

“For me, the planting of the tree is them showing respect 
and love for our campus,” Baptista said. 

Emily Natori ’17, president of the Hawaiian Club at 

Wellesley, believes that the ceremony was the beginning 
of a respectful connection between Wellesley College and 
Hawaii that has lasted for many years.

“I think of the planting of a tree as the symbolic start 
of a relationship between Hawaii and Wellesley that 
would remain strong and continue to grow as time 
passed.  I think it is fascinating to see that the connection 
between Hawaii and Wellesley has lasted for so long, 
especially considering the geographic distance between 
the two places,” Natori said. Wellesley and Haiwaii have 
maintained this connection for 100 years.

Baptista believes that the ceremony was positive but 
voiced some concern over the fact that this event is not 
well recognized in Wellesley history and is only coming 
to light again now. 

“I think raising the question ‘Why wasn’t it marked?’ 

is important. I feel like if it was royalty from other places 
I’m pretty sure it would be way more well documented in 
the archives. Why hasn’t it come up until now?,” Baptista 
said

Hawaii was and still is very much divided into two 
demographic groups — native Hawaiians and those who 
are not Hawaiian but live on the islands. The visit came 
at a time in Hawaiian history when many foreigners and 
even some elite Hawaiians were challenging the authority 
of His Hawaiian Majesty, King David Kalakaua.

For Baptista, thinking of an event like this should also 
mean considering the cultural context of the period. 

“When people think of Hawaii they don’t necessarily 
acknowledge the painful colonial history it has. And 
I think that putting the dates into context is super 
important,” Baptista said. 

Archives unearth records of historical tree planted at Wellesley

Student ignores emails, shunned by student body
COMIC CORNER 

By BROTI GUPTA ’16
Features Editor

LIA WANG ’16, GRAPHICS EDITOR

THE ARTICHOKE
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By WENYAN DENG ’15
Features Editor 

Ever considered teaching English in rural villages, 
traveling to Indonesia to learn music or rebuilding 
infrastructure in Appalachia? Known for graduating many 
high-achieving alumnae, Wellesley also offers advice 
on a range of prestigious scholarships and fellowships. 
As the school year gets into full swing, many Wellesley 
students are beginning their applications for fellowships. 
At the same time, many alums and current students are 
busy starting on a variety of scholarships and fellowship 
projects. 

Elizabeth Mandeville ’04, director of fellowship 
programs at Wellesley’s Center for Work and Services 
(CWS), described the personal statement as the most 
important part of any fellowship application. She explains 
that writing this essay requires a great deal of introspection 
and is an excellent opportunity for the articulation of a 
potential fellow’s journey and objectives. 

Indeed, despite the vastly different projects Wellesley 
fellows and scholarship recipients are undertaking, almost 
everyone emphasized the importance of the application 
itself, regardless of the result. “Applying for fellowships 
was a unique opportunity to be introspective about my 
passions and interests, and elucidate what they reflected 
about my goals for myself,” said Audrey Wozniak ’14, 
who currently holds a Watson Fellowship. 

Wozniak was featured at the end of the Spring 2014 
semester as one of Wellesley’s Watson Fellowship 
recipients last year. She updated the News on her journey 
by saying that her first few months as a Watson fellow 
have taught her to proactively seek out new events, 
activities and people, and to say yes to every opportunity 
that comes her way. 

“Up to this point, I have always had a predetermined 
routine of school or work — nothing was left up to 
chance,” Wozniak said, “but now, even when my plans 
fall through or I don’t know where I’ll be the next day, 
I take heart that my ability to embrace spontaneity has 
led to so many amazing experiences and relationships 
already.”

Wozniak is currently in Hong Kong, performing on 
violin and erhu with a Chinese orchestra. She also traveled 
to a rural village with some of China’s top erhu players 
and met China’s foremost scholar of Ming Dynasty music. 

Wozniak’s appreciation for the application process is 
shared by Christine Keung ’14, a current Fulbright fellow. 

“Writing my research proposal made me realize that 
there is so much I still don’t understand about China, and 
it challenged me to ask the right questions,” Keung said. 

An economics major and Chinese language and literature 
minor, Keung hopes to explore rural communities on the 
Loess Plateau in Xi’an, China. Her parents are from very 
different parts of China, so Keung grew up fascinated by 
the diversity of different regions in China. 

For Keung, the freedom offered by the Fulbright 
fellowship is invaluable. “Once you arrive in the country,” 
she said, “it’s up to you to figure out how to execute on 
your project. Unlike the classroom setting with a set 
syllabus and assignments, you set your own research 
timeline.” To conduct her research in northwest China’s 
rural communities, Keung had to build relationships in 
order to gain access to the villages. 

Apart from gaining an appreciation for uncertainty, 
spontaneity and independence, Keung is also aware of 
the cultural differences. “To many domestic Chinese 
friends,” she said, “I am the first American they’ve ever 
engaged with — something I’m always conscious of 
when I interact with them.” Keung adds that, in many 
ways, the time she spent with them impacts the way they 
view Americans. 

Keung’s appreciation of cultural differences is echoed 
by Katie Smiley ’14 who is currently a Wellesley-
Yenching fellow in Nanjing. 

The Wellesley-Yenching Fellowship is a program that 
sends fellows to Hong Kong, Nanjing, and Taipei for 
teaching or museum internships. Smiley teaches English 
courses to Ginling College students in Nanjing, China.

A psychology major and history minor at Wellesley, 
Smiley teaches English Picture Books and Teaching 
Practices, Greek and Roman Mythology, Academic 
Thesis Writing and Public Speaking. After living in China 

for two months and working for one month, Smiley said 
that she has become more flexible and adaptable. 

“The work environment can be somewhat unpredictable, 
and writing lesson plans every week is helping me become 
much better at managing my time,” Smiley said. “It’s a lot 
of work to manage almost 105 students!” 

Smiley explains that fellows have to design their 
courses on their own. Certain classes — like those on 
picture books or public speaking — are entirely new 
and have never been taught at Ginling College before. 
She discovered that materials from previous years were 
too difficult for her students. Through these difficulties, 
however, Smiley has gained more confidence. 

“It’s important to be adaptable and open to new 
experiences, good and bad,” Smiley said. Smiley adds 
that the experience will help her learn to deal with the 
unexpected. “More than anything, this fellowship is 
teaching me that where there is a will, there is a way.” 

Despite the challenges, Smiley aspires to learn more 
about how China’s education system works. “Working 
with my students has already been very illuminating,” 
Smiley added, “and I hope to also learn how to become a 
better teacher for when I come back to the United States.” 

Madeline Weeks ’11 was awarded the Fulbright-García 
Robles Scholarship. She used the grant to pursue a 
9-month independent research project on coffee farming 
in Mexico, at the end of which she was awarded an 
additional Fulbright Social Engagement Grant to lead 
three participatory workshops for roughly 150 coffee 
farmers in the Mexican communities where she conducted 
her research.

After returning from the Fulbright Grant in August, 
Weeks left for the U.K. on a Gates-Cambridge Scholarship, 
which is a full scholarship that enables students from 
outside the U.K. to pursue a full-time postgraduate 
degree at the University of Cambridge. She plans to 
pursue a 12-month Master of Philosophy in Geographical 
Research.

An economics and Spanish double major at Wellesley, 
Weeks described her Fulbright journey as a humbling and 
eye-opening experience. 

“Simply put,” Weeks said, “the experience taught me 
how very little I knew about coffee in the context of 
Mexico.”

She learned the importance of building an understanding 
of the local culture and reflecting constantly. Conversing 
with the coffee farmers on a more personal, in-depth level 
was an enriching experience for Weeks. “For me,” Weeks 
explained, “having a meaningful conversation with the 
farmers was the very least I could do to demonstrate a 
respect for their way of life and expertise in the field.” 

Weeks has started to think more about the ethics of 
research. She explained that, even though the farmers 
lived in very humble circumstances, they were extremely 
generous in sharing what they had. 

“The concept of ‘convivir’ means ‘to live together,’” 
Weeks said, “and is a concept that I hope to carry with 
me for the rest of my life. No matter how little you may 
have, you should always think about what you can do to 
help others.” 

Weeks added that, through her Fulbright experience, she 
experienced life without high-tech distractions. “There 
were days I went without cell phone signal or Internet 
connection,” Weeks said. “Yet, these were some of my 
most productive days.” 

From the farmers, she learnt to appreciate spontaneity, go 
outside, enjoy nature and to engage in quality interactions 
with other people and their surrounding ecosystems. 
“They taught me that sometimes being late is not always 
a bad thing. And there’s something to be said for having 
unplanned time to allow for spontaneity in life,” she said. 

Fellowship opportunities are not restricted to seniors 
and alumnae. Ashley Funk ’16, recipient of a Udall 
Scholarship and an Environmental Protection Agency 
Greater Research Opportunities (EPA GRO) Fellowship, 
is pursuing an environmental studies major at Wellesley 
and a 4 year plus 1 year degree with Olin College for 
Sustainable Engineering Design. 

The Udall Scholarship is awarded to students who 
are committed to careers related to the environment 
and Native American tribal policy and health care. The 
EPA GRO Fellowship includes monetary support for the 
fellow’s junior and senior years tuition, as well as a paid 
internship with the EPA over the summer. 

Funk hopes that the Udall scholarship will provide her 
the opportunities to connect with the hundreds of other 
fellow scholars in a network that she calls the “Udall 
family.” 

“I know that I will be able to use this new family as 
an incredible resource as I move forward in my career,” 
Funk said. 

With EPA GRO, Funk looks forward to developing her 
skills in community-based engineering and design. As 
a student from a low-income family, Funk said that the 
funding from the fellowship will allow her to focus more 
on her studies and academic research. 

“This is time that would otherwise be taken up with a 
necessary job that I need to monetarily support myself,” 
Funk explained. 

Funk’s devotion to community-based engineering 
inspired her wish to work with communities in Appalachia 
that are in need of social and infrastructural rebuilding. 
She hopes to use her experiences in both design 
engineering and activism to rebuild more sustainable 
communities through community collaboration and 
personal empowerment. 

“Through my work in engineering and activism,” Funk 
said, “I have found that both of these fields have similar 
roots: They are both solution-based strategies that rely on 
teamwork and problem-solving.” 

Because of these similarities, Funk thinks that it is 
possible to be an activist who uses engineering as a source 
of social and environmental change.

“I hope that the scholarship will help me solidify and 
build upon my plans for the future,” Funk added. 

The career paths the fellows and scholarship recipients 
hope to pursue are as diverse as their projects. Keung 
was accepted to Harvard’s 2+2 deferred MBA admission 
program. She plans to work for a few years and then 
attend Harvard. 

Smiley also plans to attain a higher degree, possibly in 
education or developmental psychology.

“My career plan is not exactly firm at the moment,” she 
said, “but education is definitely a big focus!” 

Weeks also wishes to pursue further studies in her field. 
“The Cambridge MPhil degree will hopefully serve as a 

stepping stone to a PhD degree,” Weeks said. “Ultimately, 
I would like to teach at the university level in the field 
of interdisciplinary environmental studies from a social 
science approach.” 

Wozniak, whose interest lies in fields as diverse 
as international relations, music and journalism, 
hopes to pursue a Master’s of Science in Politics and 
Communications at the London School of Economics 
after Watson. “My longtime plan for life after Wellesley 
was to become a foreign correspondent,” Wozniak said. 
“Now that I’m in the thick of my Watson Fellowship and 
focusing on music-making wholeheartedly for a year, I 
have come to realize how important it is to have music 
feature prominently in my life in one way or another.” 

Wozniak concluded with advice prominent cellist Yo-
Yo Ma gave her, “Audrey, you must be the architect of 
your own life!”

Wellesley students have taken advantage of numerous 
fellowship and scholarship opportunities. 

Mandeville adds that, often, students think fellowships 
are only for the students with the highest GPA, the most 
leadership activities and the biggest career goals. 

“That’s just not true,” she said. “There are awards 
like that, but they are the minority. Each fellowship is 
different.” 

Wellesley’s CWS provides valuable resources and 
advice to help fellowship applicants succeed. However, 
Mandeville emphasizes that students should not apply 
for fellowships simply because they seem like good 
opportunities, but find the award and experience that 
really matches who they are at this moment in their lives. 

Fellowships are meant to challenge students to see 
the world in a new and more complex way, and to give 
students the skill to maneuver in it. 

“By the end of a fellowship year, if you can speak to a 
cab driver in a foreign language, understand a country’s 
mealtime rituals, or have a deeper sense of what it 
means to be a graduate student, you’ve had a successful 
fellowship year,” Mandeville concluded. 

Students, past and present, undertake fellowship challenges

PHOTO COURTESY OF MADELINE WEEKS ’11
Madeline Weeks ’11 celebrates the birthday of one of 
the coffee farmers’ children in Zongolica, Mexico. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF AUDREY WOZNIAK ’14

Audrey Wozniak ’14 coaches chamber music for middle 
school students in Hong Kong. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF KATIE SMILEY  ’14
Students at Ginling College in Nanjing, China wish Katie 
Smiley ’14 a happy Teacher’s Day. 
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Student protesters filled the streets of Hong Kong this past 
Oct. 1 on the anniversary of the founding of Communist China 
in 1949. As the peaceful “Occupy Central” protesters shielded 
themselves from tear gas with umbrellas, they unintentionally 
coined the term “Umbrella Revolution,” an ironic name for 
their month-long struggle against the oppressive Chinese 
government.

 The pro-democracy protests were held in disapproval of the 
Chinese legislature’s August voting reform, which created a 
committee to handpick candidates for the Hong Kong chief 
executive elections in 2017 — effectively reversing what 
was supposed to be the city’s first democratic elections. By 
backing up on its promise, China has unsurprisingly angered 
an increasingly educated populace. 

The strong student presence in the protests indeed reflects 
the generational divide in Hong Kong. According to The Wall 
Street Journal, the younger generation has not benefited from 
China’s economic rise as much as previous ones, which had 
gained factory and real-estate investor jobs. Furthermore, 
younger generations grew up under British influence and thus 
lack mainland China’s pride and identity.

To call the Hong Kong movement a “revolution” would be 
to ignore its true purpose. Hong Kong student leaders have 
rejected the term “revolution” to describe their movement 
because they seek reform and political gains through 
cooperation with the Chinese government rather than violence. 
These students want ongoing dialogue between the parties 
and tangible political change that will improve the freedom of 
future generations. While the term “revolution” is a buzzword 
used by the mass media to attract curious readers, calling the 
Hong Kong movement a revolution is both inaccurate and 
even detrimental to the students’ peaceful negotiation efforts. 
The movement is not calling for an overhaul of the Chinese 
government. Rather, the people of Hong Kong simply wish 
to maintain their rights and hold China accountable for its 
promise to allow the city to be an independent democracy. 

Students around the world have shown solidarity for the 
movement, organizing campaigns such as “Wear Yellow for 
Hong Kong.” This campaign is made up of universities in 
the United States and United Kingdom. Despite the rain last 
Wednesday, college and university students from the Boston 
area gathered in Boston Commons to support the Hong 
Kong protests. Wellesley College also scheduled on-campus 
initatives to support the movement. 

We also applaud Hong Kong students for going out to the 
streets and resisting the Chinese government’s crackdown in 
an effort to make their city a better place. We might differ 
on whether democracy is the best form of government, but 
nevertheless, we support Hong Kong students’ political 
involvement and activism in their city and criticize the police 
brutality against these students. Hong Kong is unique in 
that the city does not seek a new government but rather the 
democracy they were promised. Students’ involvement in 
politics reflects both a healthy concern for the community’s  
future and the willingness to think critically and independently 
of the government.

Those who support democracy in Hong Kong should continue 
to show solidarity and join the international community of 
concerned, independent thinkers. The Wellesley News calls 
for fellow Wellesley students to continue to raise awareness 
of the movement and show solidarity. Yellow ribbons and 
clothes, Bitcoin donations, and Facebook posts and tweets all 
contribute to a student environment of international awareness 
and community engagement. 

By showing our support, we can encourage our governments 
to condemn China’s response in its attempt to suppress the 
voice of Hong Kong. No longer should China remain above the 
law solely because of its economic prowess. Like all nations, 
China must be held accountable to its people, especially in 
Hong Kong. As college students ourselves, it is our social 
responsibility to support our fellow Hong Kong students in 
their efforts.

We stand with Hong Kong student protestors

By DANNI ONDRASKOVA ’18
Assistant Opinions Editor

With the increase of sexual assault 
reporting, stories of grisly fraternity 
rapes now permeate the media. The 
recent reports of rapes — often in 
fraternity basements — are often 
attributed to “overly aggressive men” 
and negative peer pressure from fellow 
fraternity members to be “more manly.” 

In the controversial article “Drunk 
Female Guest Are the Gravest Threat to 
Fraternities,” MIT alumni and past Chi 
Phi Beta (CPB) president Bill Frezza 
rejects this conventional explanation, 
instead claiming that “drunk females” 
are the single largest threat to the 
existence of fraternities. Forbes later 
redacted the article. Organizations like 
CPB can be closed if rapes are reported 
to and proven by the police. He also 
claims that society often overlooks 
inappropriate female behavior while 
reprimanding male drunkenness. On 
the other hand, his opponents attribute 
the rapes to misogyny and fraternities’ 
drinking culture. Nevertheless, both 
sides fail to identify the true propagator 
of fraternity-based rapes: our country’s 
widespread rape culture.

The cause of rape culture, much like 
the origin of World War II in the classic 
book “Catch-22,” is paradoxically both 
no one’s and everyone’s fault. Both 
World War II and rape culture cannot 
be directly attributed to one person, but 
society often plays a role in perpetuating 
both phenomena. During World War 
II, Americans supported the Allies by 
planting victory gardens and working 
in the expanding defense sector. Now 
we purchase video games and R-rated 
movies propagating sexual violence by 
the bucketful. 

Both have encountered backlash from 
many sides. American isolationists 
like Charles Lindbergh voiced their 
opposition of WWII in its early 
stages. Feminists and conservative 
groups oppose pornography and films 
advocating sexual violence. Despite 
their efforts, however, rape culture has 
created a niche in our society and in 

many fraternities as well. 
From the fraternity to the workplace, 

rape culture is manifested through 
negative stereotypes of both men and 
women. Men are often portrayed by 
the media as aggressive, uncouth and 
otherwise macho. Women are shown 
as dependent accessories of their male 
counterparts. Rape culture encourages 
the perception of women as docile objects 
and relegates men to the position of 
abuser. These stereotypes are the culprits 
of both fraternity rape and domestic 
abuse. Beyond that fundamental level, 
inaccurate stereotypes can result in 
misunderstanding between genders. 
To complicate the situation, while 
stereotypes contribute to the thriving 
of rape culture, so too does rape culture 
support stereotypes of men and women. 

Problems of the outside world like rape 
culture enter even the cloistered walls 
of colleges like Wellesley. Wellesley 
women frequent fraternity parties where 
stereotypes and an infinite combination 
of alcohol mixtures are sometimes 
found. While attending fraternity parties 
isn’t a problem, Wellesley women 
should always maintain a Plan B for 
various problems that may arise. Some 
ways to increase safety prospects at 
fraternity parties are to bring emergency 
cash, attend with a trusted friend if 
possible and keep an eye on blood 

alcohol levels. 
However, if a Wellesley woman does 

not take these steps and is raped, she 
is not to blame. Rape is not the result 
of a woman’s negligence — it is the 
byproduct of violence and a terrible 
act on the rapist’s part. Her refusal to 
give consent, in whatever state of mind, 
should be taken seriously. Any actions 
she took after overdrinking cannot be 
held against her due to the vulnerability 
and impairment of judgment that comes 
with intoxication. If she is raped, it is 
the job of the Wellesley community to 
take care of her and let her know that 
she bears no blame.

While Frezza was grossly inaccurate 
on many points, he did make one 
correct assumption: Women are just 
as accountable while sober as men. 
Wellesley women and fraternity 
members have a duty to make sure 
they do not hinder themselves and 
others through irresponsible actions 
like overdrinking to the point of 
unconsciousness. There are few greater 
tragedies in life than seeing a young 
person get raped, fall into a coma or die 
because they drank a few glasses too 
many. By acting responsibly, Wellesley 
women and others at parties can in one 
stroke prevent suffering and prolong the 
festivities.

Rape culture, not drunk females,  
poses biggest threat to fraternities

MARIAJOSE RODRIGUEZ-PLIEGO ’16, OPINIONS EDITOR



OPINIONS
8 THE WELLESLEY NEWS                      OCTOBER 8, 2014

To the Editors,
Wellesley College’s account of the North 40 sale in the 

Oct. 2 Townsman contains statements of dubious accuracy. The 
writers explain the need for the $365 million renovation by 
asserting that “…62 percent of our buildings…have not been 
renovated in more than 50 years.” Remarkably, the implied 
slur on the College’s trustees does not seem to occur to them.  
Are we to imagine them standing idle for half a century while 
the buildings in their charge deteriorated? In fact much if not 
more was spent on the College’s buildings during this period 
than is proposed for the present renovation, as I argued in a 
letter to the summer issue of the Wellesley Magazine (p. 3).  In 
a reply, the vice president and the provost admitted the figure 
came from tabulations assembled by Sightlines (a commercial 
firm assessing campus facilities) based on formulae to 
calculate redundancy. With these numbers in hand the College 
proceeded to fabricate a narrative of neglect while ignoring 
Wellesley’s record of concerned care of its buildings.      

In further justification of the impending sale the College 
points to the acquisition of “an additional 180 acres of well-
situated land — mostly around Lake Waban and directly 
across from the college on Route 16.” The implication that 
these purchases compensate for the soon to be sold 46.5 acres 
of the North 40 is similarly misleading. For the eastern lots 
bordering Route 16, Rollins is three acres and already in the 
hands of developers, and Cheever’s 22 acres lie at a distance 
from the College and are destined for a similar fate. Thus the 
acquired lands on the east side of Route 16 have no relevance 
to the College’s future needs. In any case the east location lies 
on the opposite side of what is now called ‘the west campus’ 
where the College has seen its major development in the last 
40 years.

Elsewhere in the College’s account, the paragraph 
referring to the gift of the land in the Durant 1873 indenture 

conveniently omits its founder’s further unambiguous directions 
in his 1881 will that the North 40 “…be always held used 
and owned by Wellesley College.” It is useful to recall that the 
trustees stood by its founder’s wishes when faced a hundred 
years ago with a much more critical financial crisis caused by 
the College Hall fire and abjured the notion of asset sale. No 
such qualms constrain the present Administration. Their asset-
stripping intentions need to be examined face on. The same 
holds for the long term consequences of the sale.

The College ends its account of the North 40 sale by 
painting a picture of open communication with the Town during 
the six months since the news became public. While technically 
true, Town committees and other mortals first learned of the 
sale on April 23  (the College asked for confidentiality for the 
preceding month). Massaged timelines are one thing. But they 
spawn massaged narratives as we learn when we read about 
the College’s active pursuit “of proposals from conservancy 
agencies.” The radiant good neighborliness in this generous 
self-assessment stands in sharp conflict with the account of the 
chair of the Selectman at the open Town meeting on Sept. 
29.   Dan McCauley noted the College’s perfunctory effort 
on the conservancy front, its denial of granting the Town ‘first 
refusal’ on the sale, its disregard of pleas for a slowed-down 
process and admitted the characterization of ‘un-cooperative’ 
as a general summary of its stance towards the Town. As the 
Townsman’s Oct. 2 editorial stated, the College’s equivocation 
about the sale “…has now blown up in [its] face; its reputation 
as a good neighbor to the town and a potential protector of 
open space is seriously damaged.” 

 
Peter Fergusson, Feldberg professor of art, emeritus
Mary Lefkowitz ‘57, Mellon professor in the humanities, 

emerita

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

United States has right 
and responsibility to 

intervene in Syria 

COUNTERPOINT

By VICTORIA ANGELOVA ’18
Contributing Writer

The United States is at a crossroads. Three years ago, President Obama took a major 
step by withdrawing the last of the American troops from Iraq and thus put an end 
to the dreaded war in Iraq. This conflict had undergone so much criticism that the 
common belief was that the United States should and would refrain from intervening 
in the region anytime soon. The American government faced the dilemma of whether 
or not they should get involved in the fall of 2014. Everybody was convinced that 
attacking the Islamic State would be yet another mistake in the Middle East. This 
military campaign, however, is not a mistake. Bombing Islamic State strongholds is 
not the only the proper line of action; rather, the allied countries, which include the 
U.S., U.K., U.A.E., Saudi Arabia and Jordan, should also provide ground support to 
fight the expansion of the Islamic State.

What differentiates this U.S. intervention from previous ones in the region is that 
the government acted at the right time: Neither too early nor too late. Even though the 
activity of the terrorist organization spiked in the beginning of the Syrian Civil War 
in 2011, the American government managed to 
remain neutral and abstain from getting involved 
in the conflict. It took three years for the United 
States to initiate military action against the 
extremists. When it did, it had a valid reason to 
do so: its moral obligation to protect its people 
and to ensure their safety. Should the United 
States have watched idly while its citizens were 
being publicly and mercilessly massacred? Even 
after the first video with the execution of James 
Foley was leaked, the government discussed 
and pondered over the various possible ways 
to react. Its answer, the air strikes, was neither 
too extreme, nor too hasty, nor too delayed. 
This shows how much the country has grown 
with respect to participating in an international 
conflict. 

American and British journalists and aid-
workers, however, are not the only ones 
terrorized by the Islamic State. Christian 
communities from the cities of Qaraqosh and 
Mosul in Northern Iraq have left their homes 
because if they remain there without converting 
to radical Islam, they face imminent death. The 
Islamic State harms Turkmen Shia villagers, as well as Sunni Muslims from the Anbar 
region. This is not a conflict that affects individuals of a single nationality, religion or 
country of residence. Rather, it is a conflict between a power-hungry group attempting 
to establish its own political empire and innocent people of various backgrounds 
who cannot protect themselves. The United States was right to intervene as it has a 
responsibility to protect people’s freedom regardless of where they come from.

It should even act more decisively. The air strikes seem to fail in deterring the Islamic 
State’s expansion ambitions. As the organization’s army has advanced farther and are a 
mile away from the town of Kobani in Kurdistan, Turkey, countries need to take more 
resolute measures, such as deploying units in the region as ground support, to stop the 
Islamic State before it becomes too powerful to fight.    

This is not 2003, and this will not be another foreign invasion of the Middle East. 
This is a chance for the international community to save the lives of the millions of 
innocent people who are threatened by the Islamic State. This is a chance for the 
United States to redeem itself before the people of this region by fighting for them and 
for their rights. Every person has the right to choose how to live their life and what to 
believe in, and every country is obligated to ensure that these prerogatives are never 
violated. U.S. intervention is not simply necessary: It is morally justified.

By FANI NTAVELOU-BAUM ’17
Contributing Writer

No matter how much one can doubt the strategy or effectiveness of the air strikes 
against the Islamic State, at least Obama is doing what is morally right: He is 
protecting civilians from a violent organization. We know that the Islamic State is bad 
— even the non-interventionist Pope Francis called for the organization to be stopped. 
Although, according to recent polls, up to 50 percent of Americans support the air 
strikes, there are more questions to be asked about this interventionist policy. While 
military intervention is the right thing to do to protect human rights, intervention is 
still an illegitimate act that violates national sovereignty.

This act of military intervention is undoubtedly illegal. There are three possibilities 
under which a country can legally commit acts of aggression on another country’s 
territory. First, the Security Council, the U.N. body that is charged with the maintenance 
of peace and security, must authorize the intervention. Second, the intervention must 
constitute self-defense. And third, the country must have requested military assistance 
in defending itself. The case of the Islamic State meets none of these requirements. 

The U.N. Security Council has not authorized the 
airstrikes. Next, U.S. intelligence agencies are not 
clear on whether the Islamic State is a direct threat 
to the United States. It is not an unreasonable case 
to make, but the legal grounding is shaky to say the 
least. In a New York Times article, Daniel Benjamin, 
the former leading anti-terrorism adviser in the State 
Department, called the public discussion of the Islamic 
State a “farce” with “members of the cabinet and top 
military officers all over the place describing the threat 
in lurid terms that are not justified.” The president 
admitted in a Sept. 10 speech that intelligence agencies 
have not detected any specific plans directly targeting 
the United States. Granted, the videos that the Islamic 
State published include threats made towards the 
United States. But if this is the only evidence that the 
United States is being targeted, intervention cannot 
possibly be justified under self-defense.

 In regard to the third possibility that would legalize 
intervention: While Iraq has requested help to deal with 
the Islamic State, which legitimizes Obama’s decision 
to intervene, Syria has not. It is true that the Islamic 
State is a large problem on both sides of the Syrian-Iraqi 

border — but a border is a border. Iraq has absolutely 
no right to direct military action within Syria’s borders. One could argue that Assad’s 
regime is not legitimate, therefore it is permissible to violate Syria’s sovereignty to 
protect that of Iraq. Assad is neither a benevolent ruler as he was convicted of crimes 
against humanity and election fraud. Based on these facts, Obama does have a case to 
bomb the Islamic State without Syria’s permission. 

How do we decide who is to intervene? Although there are concerns about the 
legitimacy of Assad’s regime, the United States is not in a position to unilateraly 
undermine his regime. Let us not forget — the United States is powerful but still just 
a country, not an international authority that can determine the legal status of other 
regimes.

According to U.N. Charter, the United States is currently violating international law: 
The Security Council has not approved the air strikes, Syria has not asked for help 
and there is no immediate threat to the United States. It is, however, what seems to be 
morally right and, at the end of the day, human lives are worth more than upholding 
the law. The problem is, the airstrikes are not very effective in diminishing the threat. 
The most they can do is destroy artillery and kill some leading officials, if they are 
lucky. In fact, the Islamic State troops are advancing to the border of Turkey. While 
Obama is trying to do what is morally right by violating international law, the end does 
not justify the means, especially since this strategy is not working.

PADYA PARAMITA ’18, ASSISTANT GRAPHICS EDITOR

US airstrikes in Syria 
remain illegitimate despite 

moral justifications

To The Wellesley News Editorial Staff, 

I have been at Wellesley College for 50 years with over 40 
years in the physics department and have never seen the College 
behave in such a manner as recently in the proposed sale of the 
North 40. As examples:

 (1)  Presenting essentially a fait accompli last week in the first 
open College meeting, i.e. little opportunity for College input.

 (2)  No article in the Alumnae Magazine alerting the alumnae 
to an action counter to the expressed intention of the donor, 
Henry Durant (sanctioned by the MA Supreme Judicial Court for 
whatever reason).

(3)  Seeming indifference to the effect on the Town of Wellesley 
where they have always been extremely sensitive in the past.

Even more perplexing is this shortsighted decision from a financial 
viewpoint. The North 40 has been assessed at $25 to $45 million, 
and the endowment stands at roughly $1.7 billion, meaning the 
sale of this treasure of undeveloped land would increase the 
endowment by 1.5 to 2.6 percent. We could compare throwing a 
quarter into a $17 pot. This comes at a time when interest rates 
are at an all-time low. One can safely assume that no other two 
percent investment in the endowment has the potential to increase 
in value at the rate of undeveloped land in Wellesley.

I am very sad to see the College selling the family jewels for an 
expensive face lift.

Since writing this letter I’ve attempted to collect some of the vast 
amount of information on this sale in a website: http://academics.
wellesley.edu/Physics/brown/NorthFortyOrganized.htm

Judy Brown, Professor of Physics
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Charli XCX makes Wellesley go ‘Boom Clap’

By ALINA MOTA ’18
Contributing Writer

On Sunday, Charli XCX came to play an electrifying 
show for Wellesley students. Students in attendance 
received the young English artist with an enthusiasm that 
stemmed from high anticipation and a need to release stress 
from a week of midterms. Charli XCX reciprocated their 
energy, moving around the stage and urging the audience 
to let loose as she sang her synthy pop numbers.

For an artist that has been striving to break the U.S. 
charts for a number of years, one could say that in 2014, 
Charli XCX shattered them. She was previously more well 
known in the UK, but this year, she was launched into a 
fame that reached far beyond the pond. Her first stroke of 
luck in 2014 came when she co-wrote rapper Iggy Azalea’s 
song “Fancy,” a #1 hit that dominated the Billboard charts 
throughout the spring becoming a mainstream anthem 
of the summer. Charli XCX’s popularity continued to 
skyrocket with her song “Boom Clap” from the movie 
soundtrack for “The Fault in Our Stars.” The movie was 

already highly anticipated, and hearing Charli XCX’s 
distinct voice throughout the trailer was a guarantee to 
propel her forward.

The night before her performance at Wellesley, Charli 
XCX played a sold out show at The Royale Boston. Instead 
of traveling straight to the next city on her itinerary, Charli 
XCX stopped here. What would her “Girl Power North 
America” tour have been without a stop at the Wellesley 
campus? Seeing as Wellesley is the collegiate epicenter for 
female empowerment, it was a somewhat natural move for 
her to bring her talents to Tishman Commons.

Charli XCX wasted no time in capturing the attention of 
the audience, opening with standout track “What I Like” 
from her debut album, “True Romance.” She kept the show 
moving and sent it into hysteria when she covered her and 
Azalea’s “Fancy.” For a track that had been heard over 
and over again on the airwaves, its magic was revamped 
heard live. 

In all the numbers, Charli XCX’s vocals were equal to 
the studio recordings, if not better. Dancing on stage and 
interacting with the crowd, Charli XCX conducted herself 

with a sassy confidence that goes hand in hand with her 
self-proclaimed “dark pop” sound. To close the show, 
Charli XCX played “Boom Clap” from “The Fault in Our 
Stars.” Just like “Fancy,” the final song of the evening, 
was a sing along moment for the ages.

While Charli XCX was a powerful force on her own, it 
should be noted that she stayed true to the “Girl Power” 
theme, not just through her lyrics. To back her up, Charli 
XCX used an all-female band. The three women behind 
her only enhanced the setting as they jammed with the 
edgy pop princess. 

In a business that can be difficult for female musicians to 
enter into, it was a pleasant feature to see that Charli XCX 
acknowledged this important detail. “Super Love” saw 
Charli XCX’s bassist at her best, keeping a steady sound 
straight from the 80s that called listeners to reminisce 
about the clearer days of summer.

Charli XCX provided a glimpse into what it was like 
watching Madonna’s early days in her career. Wild hair, 
red lipstick and all, this English pop star sang with spirit 
and attitude. 

COURTESY OF ALICE YUAN ’15

B. J. Novak brings laughs to a younger demographic
By BROTI GUPTA ’16

Features Editor

A line of excited children from 
ages 9 months to 9 years sat in the 
front row of the Wellesley Free 
Library, while an overwhelming 
group of 18-22 year old Wellesley 
students sat behind them, possibly 
just as eagerly. 

“This is a book with no 
pictures,” B.J. Novak begins 
while the children squirmed 
and giggled in anticipation. 
He continued reading his new 
text-only children’s book, and 
explained the rules to the excited 
audience.

“Here is how books work,” he 
begins. “Everything the words 
say, the person reading the book 
has to say … Even if the words 
say …” he says, flipping to the 
next page slowly, “BLORK,” he 
declares, loudly and prominently. 
The crowd goes wild.

He goes on to say the silliest 
things, following the book’s rules 
of reading every single word. 

“My head is made of blueberry 
pizza!” he exclaims at one point. 
The kids erupt into laughter and 
even the little two-year-olds 
know — this man is a comedian. 

B.J. Novak is well known for 
being a writer for NBC’s “The 
Office,” where he also served 
as a co-executive producer and 
co-starred as the bored-turned-
incompetent temporary employee 
Ryan Howard. After the release 
of his collection of short stories, 
“One More Thing: Stories and 
Other Stories,” he added “author” 
to his list of titles, and now with 

the release of “The Book with 
No Pictures,” he’s can also add 
“children’s author.”

On Sunday, Oct. 5, Novak made 
his way to the Wellesley Free 
Library to perform a reading of 
his children’s book “The Book 
with No Pictures,” followed 
by a Q&A. After his highly 
entertaining reading, the group of 
children that gathered in the very 
front of the room were asked if 
they had any questions, and one 
little boy asked, laughing, “Why 
do you have a blueberry head?”

This book’s writing, combined 
with Novak’s theatrical 
presentation made him an instant 
hit with the children. 

“What did this book have a 
lot of?” he asks them. “Funny!” 
a young child responds 
immediately. “Words!” an older 
child says.

When one of the “grown-
ups” (as he referred to the rest 
of us) asked about his process 
for  writing a children’s book, 
he spoke about using a trial and 
error method, reading to kids and 
seeing what they would react to. 
And even before then, he would 
read to his friends’ children and 
realized that every kid’s dream 
would be to make the reader say 
silly words to them.

“When you read to children, it’s 
like they’re handing you a script,” 

he said. So he thought about what 
kids would hand to an adult as a 
script and about how to make the 
kids feel in control of what was 
read to them. And thus came the 
idea of a book (with no pictures) 
in which the reader must say 
every last funny word. 

Novak wrote this book as a way 
to inspire children to recognize the 
power of language and appreciate 
the written word. In his own 
childhood, he viewed reading and 
writing as adventurous forms of 
rebellion. He wants to encourage 
kids to, when they approach that 
inevitable age of rebellion, read.

 “I want to make sure kids   
know books are always their 

allies,” Novak said. “I used to 
view reading as a revolution: 
rebellious and cool.” He described 
his history with literature, getting 
caught reading about Harriet 
the Spy under his covers late at 
night. This love of writing and 
stories led him to create a radio 
show with his friends in which 
they performed for each other. 
He’d always find a way to write 
to entertain. 

His advice for any writers in 
the audience? “Write for the kid 
sitting next to you.”

On what he would like to do 
next with his writing, Novak said, 
“Nothing makes me happier than 
reading this to kids. What I really 
dream of doing — what my whole 
career has been trying to imitate 
— is being a public writer.” 

He mentioned the tradition 
of public writing, of wanting 
to perform his own work and 
bring his writing to the audience 
directly.

And finally, he spoke about 
his first book, published through 
Knopf, called “One More Thing: 
Stories and Other Stories.” Novak 
gave some insight into his process 
of writing these short comedird 
and other pieces. 

“Always start with your favorite 
part,” he said. “Starting from love 
in your writing is much more 
pleasant and [I find,] much more 
productive.” 

It is obvious that he did just 
that with “The Book With No 
Pictures,” which was published 
through the Penguin Group and 
released on Sept. 30.

BIANCA PICHAMUTHU ’16, PHOTOGRAPHY EDITOR

B. J. Novak signs copies of his children’s book, “The Book With No Pictures,” at the Wellesley Free Library.

Edgy rising pop star Charli XCX performs in Tishman Commons as part of SBOG’s Fall Frenzy.
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Bach Society Orchestra: Concert I
Friday, Oct. 8 at 8 p.m.

Paine Hall Music Building, Harvard

“Much Ado About 
Nothing” Performance

Thursday, Oct. 9 - 11 at 7 p.m.
Alumnae Hall Auditorium

La Traviata at Boston Lyric Opera
Oct. 10 - 19

Citi Shubert Theatre, Boston

Chris Thile and Edgar Meyer
Sunday, Oct. 12 at 7 p.m.
Sanders Theatre, Harvard

Goya: Order and 
Disorder Exhibition 

Oct. 12 - Jan. 19 
Museum of Fine Arts, Boston

Russian Poetry Reading 
with Vera Pavlova

Wednesday, Oct. 15 at 4:30 p.m
GRH-237 Newhouse Lounge

Brahms and Nielsen with 
the Boston Symphony and  

Rudolf Buchbinder
Oct. 16 - 18, 21

Symphony Hall, Boston

MIT Symphony Orchestra: 
Sibelius and Mozart

Saturday, Oct. 18 at 8 p.m.
Kresge Auditorium, MIT

Contra dance with live folk music
Tuesday, Oct. 21 at 8 p.m.

Student Center 4th floor, MIT

By JESSICA YUNG ’17
Contributing Writer

This past Cinéphile Sunday, 
Oct. 5, the Cinema and Media 
Studies department selected 
Raj Kapoor’s 1951 Hindi film, 
“Awara” to screen at Collins 
Cinema. The film, the title of 
which translates to “The Tramp” 
in English, falls nicely under 
this semester’s Cinephile theme, 
a celebration of the 100-year 
anniversary of Charlie Chaplin’s 
tramp character. 

However, the value of “Awara” 
to this semester’s series extends 
well beyond its adaptation of 
the Chaplin-esque protagonist. 
As Associate Professor of 
South Asia Studies Neelima 
Shukla-Bhatt explained to 
the audience before the film, 
“Awara” holds a tremendous 
cultural and social importance 
in the context of the newly 
independent India of the 1950s.  
Not to mention, it is a treasure 
of entertainment, complete with 
fast-moving drama, comedy, 
musical numbers and romance.

“Awara” follows the life of 
Raj, the tramp protagonist. In 
the opening courtroom scene, he 
is being tried for the attempted 
murder of Judge Raghunath. Rita, 
his lawyer and childhood love, defends his case by revealing two 
long flashbacks, which together comprise the majority of the 
film, in a desperate attempt to save Raj from the death sentence.

The first flashback tells the story of Judge Raghunath’s separation 
from his wife. Years ago, the judge, due to his strict principles 
that good citizens breed good citizens and that criminals breed 
criminals, convicted Jagga, the son of a known bandit, of rape 
without evidence. In revenge, Jagga kidnaps the judge’s wife for 
a few days, though he decides not to touch her after discovering 
that she is pregnant. When she returns, people question the wife’s 
purity, believing that she is pregnant with Jagga’s son and not the 
judge’s. This drives Raghunath to commit the crime central to the 
plot of the film: throwing his pregnant wife out of the house and 

leaving her to birth their son, Raj, in 
the gutters of the town.

The second flashback chronicles 
Raj’s life up until his incarceration. 
Despite his “good blood” and 
his good intentions, his future 
is limited by his poverty in the 
slums of Bombay. The entire film 
demonstrates how society makes 
it impossible for him to become a 
good citizen, despite his genuine 
efforts. He tries going to school but 
is expelled because he spends too 
much time shining shoes. At this 
point, he is left with no choice but 
to steal. Later, he attempts to work 
an honest job and is fired because of 
his criminal record. Near the end of 
the film, he fights and kills Jagga to 
protect his mother and yet is put on 
trial for murder chiefly on account 
of his reputation.

At the end, when Raj commits his 
final crime, his attempt to kill the 
judge, we are asked to look at the 
situation with sympathy. He does so 
only after he discovers the judge’s 
role in the tragedy of his life, the 
abandonment of his mother. Yet the 
film makes clear that the main villain 
in this film isn’t Jagga or the judge. 
Instead, the true evil is the way 
society traps the lower class down 
in their destitute circumstances, the 
unfeasibility of social mobility and 
the social mentality from the caste 

system that persisted in 1950s India.
Aside from the film’s sharp social commentary, I found the 

film delightful and engaging — which is rare for a three-hour 
movie. The shots beautifully highlight the stars, Raj and Rita, 
and intensify their already raw and passionate connection on-
screen. The actors’ performances are emotionally charged, 
dynamic, and powerful. The singing and dancing, particularly in 
the film’s dream sequence, add light-heartedness and theatrical 
entertainment, balancing the cinematic drama of the rest of the 
film.

 Vibrant, poignant and moving, “Awara” is a cinematic pleasure 
that reminds us, even in 21st century America, of the grey areas 
in morality and the importance and necessity of compassion.

Cinephile Sundays pick, ‘Awara,’ 
highlights moral gray areas 

WHAT’S HAPPENING

ARTS IN THE NEWS

By KAT MALLARY ’17
Arts Editor

 

ARCHITECTURE
An $84 million subsidized housing complex in New York City, already notable for 

its avant-garde architecture, is also set to feature a children’s museum. The Sugar Hill 
Development, at 155th Street and St. Nicholas Avenue located in Upper Manhattan, 
was designed by marquee British architect David Adjaye. New York Magazine 
describes the building as an “arty fortress,” which appropriately captures its jaunty 
angles, modern interior and inclusion of a preschool operating in conjunction with a 
children’s museum of art and storytelling.

RADIO
Big changes have come to National Public Radio (NPR) in the last few months, 

starting with the installment of their new chief executive Jarl Mohn. Kinsey Wilson, 
NPR’s chief content officer, will leave at the end of the week. Wilson was responsible 
for NPR’s digital strategy, including overseeing new programs like the midday show 
“Here and Now,” developing the NPR One mobile app and putting together a deal 
that made NPR the first news service on Apple’s iTunes Radio, among many other  
initiatives over the last six years. Despite Wilson’s popularity among those who had 
feared NPR would be left behind as its audience switched to digital media, he will not 
be replaced in his position.

POETRY
Since 1964, the U.S. government has decreed that, with the exception of truly 

extraordinary circumstances, unnamed features in federal wilderness areas will remain 
so, indefinitely. However, that did not stop a group of 11 writers, printmakers, poets 
and wilderness devotees from scaling a mountain between the Wonder Lakes Basin 
and Mount Emerson, in the Sierra Nevada Range, in order to hold a ceremony to name 
it Mount Thoreau. Attendees included the Zen Buddhist poet Gary Snyder and the 
science fiction author Kim Stanley Robinson. While many writers have mountains 
named after them, Henry David Thoreau has none. Therefore, it seems only fitting 
that his mountain, right next to another peak named for fellow transcendentalist Ralph 
Waldo Emerson, should be named in an act of civil disobedience. It is unlikely that the 
U.S. government will accept the new name. 

MUSEUMS 
On Tuesday, Oct. 7, the Louvre kicked off its crowd-funding campaign with an 

appeal for a million euros to help fund the purchase of a 12.5 million euro piece 
of 18th century furniture. The table, known as the “Table of Peace,” belonged to a 
French diplomat who negotiated the end of a Bavarian war. The Louvre is the second 
major French institution to turn to crowd-sourcing for projects and acquisitions. Last 
week, the Musée d’Orsay called for 30,000 euros in order to help finance the 600,000 
euro restoration of Gustave Courbet’s massive painting, “L’Atelier du Peintre.” As of 
Tuesday, it had collected over 20,000 euros.

COURTESY OF RK FILMS, CHEMBUR 



By LAURA BRINDLEY ’16
Staff Writer

Claire Cerda ’15 is one of three captains of the Wellesley 
soccer team. Cerda, who hails from Miami, Florida, has 
played goalie for Wellesley for the past four years, and was 
named the NEWMAC Defensive Player of the Week on Sept. 
15. In that week’s game against the Lesley University Lynx 
on Sept. 10, Cerda blocked each of Lesley’s scoring attempts 
in 105 minutes of play.

The Blue is currently tied for a sixth place ranking in the 
NEWMAC with an overall win-loss-tie record of 7-3-2 and 
an in-conference record of 1-1-0. 

The Wellesley News spoke with Cerda to discuss her 
career as a goalie, the contagious positivity of the team and 
what to expect from Blue soccer for the rest of this season.

Laura Brindley (L.B.): How old were you when you 
started playing soccer?

Claire Cerda (C.C.): I started when I was about four 
years old, but then I quit when I was five because of the hot 
weather [in Miami]. However, I picked it back up at six and 
have been playing ever since.

L.B.: Who or what inspired you to play?
C.C.: For a while, it was just for fun. As I got older, great 

coaches and teammates inspired me to push myself to be the 
best that I could be. Many of the teammates who inspired 
me the most when I was younger still have a presence in my 
life today, and they continue to inspire me to play and work 
my hardest.

L.B.: Why did you decide to play soccer at Wellesley?
C.C.: I wanted a place where I could play soccer and get 

a great education. The work-play lifestyle for an athlete at 
Wellesley was a big factor. Also, playing a sport keeps you 
in shape and healthy. Wellesley is great because there is a 
team dynamic where everyone, first year through senior, can 
make a difference.

L.B.: What is the hardest part about being a goalkeeper?
C.C.: If you make a mistake, it is very visible. On the 

field, there is always someone there to back you up and 
recover from a mistake. As goalkeeper, you are the last 
line of defense. A good goalkeeper must have a short-term 
memory. If you miss a goal, you must stay focused on the 
next ball that comes your way and not let one mistake offset 
you for the rest of the game.

L.B.: Have you played other positions besides goalie?
C.C.: Before I was nine, I played midfield and forward, 

but since I started playing goalie, I’ve never “officially” 
played another position.

L.B.: What is a typical day at practice like?
C.C.: First, we bring out our gear to set up for the warm-

up. As captains, we make sure that cones are set up and 
everything is ready for the team to warm up. Then, we stretch 
as a team. Next, the goalkeepers go with our assistant coach, 
Caitlin Pickul, to do our warm-up of catching, footwork and 
diving. Sometimes, we do high-ball drills and other times 
we do a distribution of playing with our feet. After twenty to 
twenty-five minutes, we are incorporated back with the rest 
of the team for drills. Lastly, we cool down together.

L.B.: What are some of the goals for yourself and the team 
this season?

C.C.: As a captain, it is hard to set goals for myself. We 
have such a young team that brings such an exciting and 
positive spirit, and I believe that this positive energy can 
lead us to victories against big teams such as MIT and 
Springfield. One goal that I have is to keep the positive 
energy remaining and growing for future seasons. Also, I 
hope to leave a legacy as a team leader that helped bring 
optimism to the team. The wins of the season would be 
icing on the cake for a season that started off with such high 
energy during preseason.

L.B.: What has been your most memorable moment in 
Wellesley soccer?

C.C.: It is hard as a goalkeeper because you see the 
“moments,” such as game-winning goals, from afar. During 
preseason, everyone is excited for the season to start, and 
this motivating energy really sticks out for me.

L.B.: Do you think you will continue to play after college?
C.C.: I think I will take a bit of a break and let my 

muscles recover. I will develop my own workout routine and 
probably go on more long runs. After I take some time off, I 
might join an indoor or summer league.

L.B.: Who is your favorite professional soccer player?
C.C.: Hope Solo, the U.S. Women’s National Team’s 

goalkeeper. There is a lot of negative publicity surrounding 
her, but she is a great influence on upcoming goalkeepers. 

Blue soccer’s next game is on Saturday against the 
Mount Holyoke Lyons at Mount Holyoke in South Hadley, 
Massachusetts. 
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ATHLETE OF THE WEEK
CLAIRE CERDA ’15

SOOJIN JEONG ’17, PHOTOGRAPHY EDITOR  

COURTESY OF CLAIRE CERDA ’15
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By ANNA CAHILL ’18
Sports &Wellness Editor

This fall, Wellesley’s dining halls are boasting a diverse 
collection of international dishes. The initiative started 
last spring, when Wellesley Fresh began researching 
recipes from around the world right here on campus at the 
Slater International Center. The two organizations began a 
mutually beneficial collaboration in which members of the 
College’s international student body worked closely with 
the Wellesley Fresh culinary team, offering and preparing 
their own recipes and ideas. 

Cherie Tyger, the Wellesley Fresh resident director, 
initiated the operation, recognizing that Wellesley’s diverse 
student body should lead the effort.

“We wanted to make sure the recipes were made 
authentically, so we invited the students to participate in 
the production of the dishes. Over a two-day time period, 
several students came into the kitchen and worked with our 
culinary team to create their dishes. It was a truly great 
experience for all involved,” Tyger said. 

Members of the Slater executive board, a group of about 
20 students headed by Mia Guild ’16, who was then serving 
as the cultural chair, participated in the event. 

For Slater, the collaboration with Wellesley Fresh 
complemented its first International Education Week last 
spring as another opportunity to celebrate diversity on 
campus. Currently, international students comprise 12 
percent of the student population, a figure that does not 
include students that are U.S. citizens with international 
backgrounds.

“These students are an untapped resource for the College, 
and these recipes were one small way that they were able to 
offer their cultures to the community,” said Director of the 
Slater International Center Karen Pabon.

After gathering an initial base of recipes from the 
students at Slater, Wellesley Fresh continued research to 
expand their repertoire, referring to well-known chefs and 
culinary experts. Once this phase was complete, Wellesley 
Fresh executive chef Keith Tyger took the reins in locating 
the rare ingredients that many of these recipes call for and 
worked throughout the summer to research and negotiate 
with specialty purveyors to source these items.

The result was a total of 30 different international dishes, 
representing Wellesley students from the Middle East, 
Korea, South Africa, Scotland, Norway, Australia and 
Germany, to name a few. Some of the new dishes that Tyger 

was especially excited to introduce are cheese tteokbokki, 
kafta, lahma bajeen and bibimbap, each of which has made 
an appearance on campus already. 

For those who missed their debuts, there will be kafta 
seasoned beef with mujadara today for lunch at the global 
grill in Bates, followed by bibimbap at the fusion lunch bar 
in Bae Pao Lu Chow tomorrow. Wellesley vegans can also 
try the South African bunny chow, bobotie and chakalaka 
in Pomeroy tomorrow night. 

Wellesley Fresh’s project and partnership with Slater was 
a first for the college and, according to some international 
students, still a work in progress.

“Though I think it’s nice that they’re trying to have more 
international foods in the dining halls, I’d appreciate it if it 
was more authentic — otherwise there’s not really a point 
to it,” Ye-Eun Sung ’16 said. “The kimchi jigae that the 
dining hall made was not what I or most Koreans would call 
kimchi jigae; it didn’t even look like there was kimchi in 
the soup. Scallion pancakes were taken a little too literally 
and weren’t anything like actual scallion pancakes.” 

Although the success in authentically representing 
several dishes has been disputed, the additional diversity 
in dining hall cuisine has initiated a greater representation 
of international cuisine on campus and an open dialogue 
between students and Wellesley Fresh.  

“The dining halls don’t have a lot of Bulgarian food, 
but still, it’s easier for me when I see other cultures’ food 
because it kind of reminds me of home. It’s not just the 
regular American cuisine,” said Victoria Angelova ’18, 
a Bulgarian international student. “My favorite dish has 
been the polenta.We have that in Bulgaria, so it was super 
exciting when I saw it.”

As for the Slater students involved, Pabon believes the 
opportunity to embrace and teach others about their culture 
was invaluable to participants.

“I have been at Wellesley for almost five years now, and 
this was the first time that we have worked in collaboration 
with dining services to highlight the special international 
foods that our students love and want to share,” Pabon said. 
“They especially enjoyed seeing their friends eating the 
foods that were so meaningful to them.” 

To experience and learn from more about international 
cultures with performances and food, check out the Slater 
Culture Show on Oct. 24. Or, if you’d like to see your 
own culture’s dishes featured in the dining halls, be sure 
to submit your recipes online to Wellesley Fresh for the 
upcoming Recipes from Home event on Oct. 22.

BY THE NUMBERS

106-0
Score of Wellesley rugby’s commanding 

win over Babson on Saturday, 
lifting the team’s record to 2-0

21-2
Total score of field hockey’s last four 

meetings with Smith, whom the Blue 
handily defeated on Saturday 5-0

115
Attendance at volleyball’s exciting 

3-1 victory over UMass Boston on 
Friday. The crowd was more than double 

the average home attendance as the 
Blue kicked off superfan weekend

35-11-2
Combined win-loss-tie record of Blue 

field hockey, soccer, tennis and volleyball

7-6, 6-4
Score of a deciding two-set victory from 

Sojung Lee ’15 at #1 singles on Saturday, 
which sent the Blue past Babson in a 5-4 win

1
Blue field hockey’s NEWMAC ranking, 

where they currently stand tied with Babson

222
Total kills earned by Sydney Carfagno 
’15 on the season, the fourth highest 

total in NEWMAC volleyball

UPCOMING EVENTS

Saturday, Oct. 11
Crew @ Snake Regatta on Lake Quinsigamond

10 a.m.

Golf hosts Ann S. Batchelder Invitational 
11 a.m. 

Cross Country @ NEICAA Championship at 
Franklin Park

TBA

Tennis vs. Springfield
1:00 p.m.

Wednesday, Oct. 15
Spin Coast to Coast begins

Saturday, Oct. 18
Volleyball vs. Fairleigh Dickinson

9 a.m.

Rugby vs. Mount Holyoke
11 a.m

Field Hockey vs. Springfield
12 p.m.

Soccer vs. WPI
1 p.m.

Volleyball vs. Southern Maine
1 p.m.

Crew @ Head of the Charles at Charles River
2:54 p.m.

Friends of Athletics Hall of Fame Induction
5:30 p.m.

Sunday, Oct. 19
Cross Country @ Seven Sisters Championship

10:30 a.m

Monday, Oct. 20
Guest Speaker Karen Cogan, Sports Psychologist

7:45 p.m.

Tuesday, Oct. 21
Soccer vs. Clark 

4 p.m.

Volleyball vs. Smith
7 p.m.

Wellesley Fresh, Slater collaborate in 
adding international recipes to menus

Bates, Bae Pao Lu Chow and Pomeroy dining halls will serve several new international dishes this week.

SOOJIN JEONG ’17, PHOTOGRAPHY EDITOR
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