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NEWS IN BRIEF
By NASREEN AL-QADI ’18
Assistant News Editor
Bottomly comments on tensions between
professors
President H. Kim Bottomly released a
statement on the recent exchanges between
sociology professor Thomas Cushman
and mathematics professor Charles Bu.
The recent tension began when Cushman
allegedly accused Bu of being a Communist
spy. Bu denounced the accusation in an
article in The Wellesley News last week.
Some students and faculty have responded
strongly to the issue, and some have created
petitions against Cushman. Bottomly has
addressed the issue by calling on both
members of faculty for an open discussion
with a mediator to aid communication. She
added that she condemns any acts of ethnic
discrimination as intolerable and stresses
that her “call for patience is not intended to
imply tolerance of behavior that is clearly
out of bounds at Wellesley College.”
Wellesley celebrates Halloween
Wellesley members across campus
are planning events for this Halloween
season. The Wellesley College Tupelos
performed their “Spookie Tupie Teaser”
on Saturday, with all the performances
now available on YouTube. More activities
are scheduled for this week, including the
“Haunted Observatory” night on Thursday,
organized by the ASTRO Club at the
Whitin Observatory. That same night, the
Film Society will be screening “The Rocky
Horror Picture Show” at Jewett Auditorium.
On Halloween night, the Shakespeare
Society will host a “Haunted House” at the
Shakespeare House.
SAAFE to host “Help Carry the Weight”
event today
Sexual Assault Awareness for Everyone
(SAAFE) will be hosting a “Help Carry
the Weight” event today to demonstrate
Wellesley’s support for survivors of sexual
and domestic violence. The event was
inspired by the actions of a Columbia
University student, Emma Sulkowicz,
who vowed this year to carry her mattress
around campus so long as she attended the
same college as her rapist. Students, faculty
and staff are encouraged to participate
in Wellesley’s first event of the kind by
helping to carry a mattress together as a
community. Activities planned include
mattress decorating and pillow carrying to
show support for sexual violence survivors.
College issues Ebola travel notice
The Wellesley College International
Safety Committee has issued an Ebola travel
notice to advise students, faculty and staff to
refrain from traveling to Guinea, Liberia or
Sierra Leone, in accordance to the Warning
Level 3 travel notices issued by the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention. College
funds to travel to the countries above will also
be subject to prior approval by the Provost’s
Office and the Committee. Students are
advised to seek help from the College if they
have any suspicions that they have been or
will be exposed to the virus. Faculty and
staff are likewise asked to contact both the
College and their primary care physicians.
The Committee is monitoring the issue.
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Students brainstorm initiatives
at CG’s Ideafest
By CAMILLE BOND ’17
Staff Writer

College Government (CG) hosted
its first Ideafest this Monday to
generate ideas for innovations on
campus. The event took place in
Tishman Commons and included
a dinner, a lecture by Boston City
Councilor Michelle Wu as well as
a student-led brainstorming session.
Councilor Wu opened the event
with a speech in which she recounted
the path that led to her career in
city government. Wu described
initiatives that have arisen from city
events held to generate ideas and
outlined the process of transforming
innovative ideas into realities.
“I think the key takeaway for
me in terms of hackathons and
idea generation is that you want
to define goals clearly,” Wu said.
ALICE LIANG ’16, CO-EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
“You want to look to the people
From
left,
Alice
Yuan
’15,
Timothy
Boatwright
’16 and Grace Park ’16 pitch their
who have experiences with what
the challenges are, and that’s the Guidebook project at Ideafest on Monday.
student body. And you want to
student events. Another winning project will set up monthly
remember that no idea is too big or small.”
The participants were able to choose a specific categories arts workshops on campus and was awarded $300. Another
of campus life to focus their efforts on. These categories group will use $750 to start a tradition of hoop-sharing
were academics, arts, career development, community, among students by providing a seed group of free hoops to
community service, equity, sustainability, transportation, students in order to make the hoop rolling tradition more
accessible. Finally, students will use $500 to provide home
wellness and miscellaneous.
Participants identified needs within their chosen category goods and recreational items to residential neighborhoods.
CG President Hana Glasser ’15 designed the event with
and brainstormed ideas for addressing those needs. Then,
individual groups pitched their projects to the room by the rest of the CG Cabinet to encourage campus-wide
outlining the general idea of the project and suggesting a involvement in planning initiatives and to maximize the
hypothetical budget. The participants later voted to determine utility of CG funding.
“We wanted an opportunity to get Senate out of the Senate
which projects would receive up to $750 of funding from
the total $2,000 allotted to the program, which came directly chamber, and to get more people involved,” Glasser said.
Students and senators thought of the event as a bridge
from the CG budget.
One of the winning projects will help the community between CG and the student body.
“I think [Ideafest] gives this wonderful opportunity for
track Peter Pan buses by taking over a hashtag. The group
of students decided that it would be easier to encourage students to voice concerns that might not be simply policy
students to help each other track the bus through Twitter than issues … things that could make everyday lives not only
create an app, which some students have suggested in the better, but more productive,” Senator Leah Schwartz ’18
past. The project was approved and awarded $300 dollars. said.
“Orgs can only do so much on their own, so this is a great
The students will use the $300 to award students who have
way
to pair up with CG to take action,” Sadie Shelton ’15
tweeted about the bus five times with a free Peter Pan token.
Another project was to use the College’s current contact said.
with Guidebook to create a mobile guide to Wellesley

College to consider renaming
Disability Services
By STEPHANIE YEH ’18
Assistant News Editor

With Disability Awareness Month taking place, Wellesley
is focusing on the word “disability,” which has recently been
called into question by some who find the term insensitive or
unrepresentative of their condition.
Jim Wice, director of Disability Services, has been trying
to bring more students into the discussion about whether
Disability Services should consider changing its name. He
is currently investigating Wellesley students’ perspectives
on the issue through monthly Disability Discussions open
to all students and faculty. He is also using a survey released
to some groups on campus, such as students currently
being served by Disability Services, asking members of the

community whether or not the name of Disability Services
should be changed.
Wice commented that although they need the services
offered by the office, not everyone may identify as having
a disability. A possible alternate name being considered is
Access and Disability Services, or just Access Services.
“I have a sense that a lot of our students, I don’t feel,
consider themselves as having a disability. Some do, but
some don’t but still need the services. I’m curious if there is
a better term, and if there is, will people still be able to find
us?” Wice said.
Wice attributes the current focus on using correct language
regarding disabilities to societal and linguistic changes in
recent decades. Wice, who has worked at Wellesley for over
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15 years, wants to make sure that he is adapting to language used in
a progressing society.
“Over time, language has changed, and I want to be respectful if
people are noticing a change because there are so many other things
in language that are changing,” Wice said.
To be more respectful of those with disabilities, Wice suggests
the use of person-centered language. He recommends putting
people before their disability and not labeling people based on their
disabilities. Rather than using “disabled person” or “schizophrenics,”
the preferred alternatives are “person with a disability” or “people
who have schizophrenia.” He adds that as society evolves, language
also changes, recalling the use of the word “handicapped” when he
was younger.
Wice hopes to engage more staff, students and faculty in future
discussions, possibly featuring linguistics experts, to find a solution
to the name change. He adds that he does not intend to make sudden
adjustments.
“I’m not looking at this like it’s a quick survey — let’s do a change
or not do a change. Let’s take our time; there’s no rush. I think if we
do make a change, let’s do it for the right reasons,” he said.
Some students feel that they are not qualified to speak for or
against changes in the name. Natassja Haught ’18 expressed that,
since she is not part of the community with disabilities, she was
unable to provide an appropriate opinion for either side.
“Along with this topic, I feel like I’m not qualified to speak on
this actual concern, and a lot of people at this table said the same
thing. Unfortunately, when we all believe that we aren’t qualified,
sometimes the issue can be ignored,” Haught said.
Disability Services serves students, staff, faculty and guests. The
core services offered are cyclic through the school year, including
setting up for orientation every year by organizing services such
as housing accommodations and assistive technology. Around 200
students are served by the office each semester.
Wice hopes that raising awareness will help people better
understand disabilities and create a more welcoming environment.
By providing information and hosting various events around
campus, Wice aspires to make individuals with disabilities feel less
isolated on campus.
Estefania Lamas Hernandez ’16, a current intern working with
Disability Services, finds that awareness at Wellesley is important
because of the diverse nature of disabilities. By increasing
awareness, members of our community may be more comfortable
communicating their needs.
“It is crucial for students and community members, including
faculty, staff and dining hall staff, to feel comfortable expressing
their individual needs and have those met and supported,” she said.
She notes that there are different forms of disabilities, including
visible ones that may hinder mobility and invisible ones that affect
mental health.
“A lot of times, individuals with disabilities feel like they’re the
only person on campus. Not everybody discloses [their disabilities],”
Wice said.
Last year, Disability Services emphasized attention deficit
hyperactive disorder (ADHD) and mental health, which are themes
that Wice would like to carry over into this school year as well.
Other than continuing the discussion on learning disabilities and
mental illnesses, they are also considering collaborating with the
Pforzheimer Learning and Teaching Center (PLTC) on the topic of
laptops in classrooms for note-taking.
Earlier in the year, Disability Services sought to promote awareness
by offering training sessions to student leaders. Wice emphasized
the importance of including accommodations when planning
campus-wide events, including keeping Disability Services’ contact
information on spam or asking about food allergies and labeling
foods.
The College now has a ADA/504 Committee, which oversees and
works on issues concerning the Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA) and Section 504 of Rehabilitation Act of 1973, to make sure
that the College is in compliance with all of the regulations. The
group’s primary concern is to look for and remove any architectural
access barriers that could hinder members of the community
from accessing certain parts of campus. The removal of barriers
could include adding anything from Braille to signs, curb cuts to
sidewalks and levers to doors. The committee is currently under
training to identify these barriers and hopes to begin working to
remove barriers this spring.
In addition, Disability Services seeks to promote local events. Last
week’s Disability Discussion on intellectual disabilities featured
Wellesley’s Best Buddies chapter, which pairs Wellesley students
with individuals in the community that have either intellectual
or developmental disabilities. In the past, the group has involved
members of the Charles River Center who work in the dining halls
and the Campus Center. Other events during Wellesley’s Disability
Awareness Month included White Cane Day on Oct. 8, and Power
Wheelchair Soccer Tournament on Oct. 12, as well as an upcoming
screening of “Lives Worth Living” today at 6:30 p.m. in the Science
Center.
Lamas Hernandez mentions that the community can become more
involved by showing support through social media, particularly
on the Wellesley College Disability Services’ Facebook page and
through their presence.
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The space that SMiLES has proposed to redesign was initially designated to be a social space. The
proposed layout can be viewed at thewellesleynews.com.
By KARA BANSON ’17
Staff Writer
Wellesley SMiLES, which stands for
Spontaneous Moments in the Lives of Everyday
Students, is planning to redesign the space near
the vending machines on the first floor of the
Clapp Library. The project will not cost money, as
it consists of rearranging existing furniture in the
building and adding games and other fun activities
to encourage socialization and relaxation. Students
can expect to use the new space, which will be
called SMiLESpace, by the end of the semester
or next spring. The space will be reviewed after a
one-semester trial.
Initially, Hannah Ruebeck ’16 and Anne
Dickinson Meltz ’16, the founders of SMiLES,
included their redesign proposal on the Student
Ballot Initiative last spring. Despite losing to the
Student Leadership Stipend (SLS), they were
determined to make their proposal a reality.
Ruebeck and Dickinson Meltz are currently
working with Heather Woods, director of
research and instructional support, and Laura
Sheriff, manager of public services for Library
and Technology Services (LTS). In order to get
their proposal approved, they spoke with Ravi
Ravishanker, chief information officer, who
approved the project and directed them to Woods.
Woods, who sits on the Advisory Committee on
Library and Technology Policy (ACTLP), sent
SMiLE’S proposal to the committee, and it was
subsequently approved. Currently, Ruebeck
and Dickinson Meltz are in talks with Facilities
Management to determine when the space will be
created and which furniture can be moved.
Woods explained that the LTS partnership with
SMiLES will help address concerns raised by
students during the feedback session regarding the
re-examination of the academic commons, which
was held earlier this month. Students consistently
commented on the noise level of the building and
the confusion it has caused.
“Students in the feedback sessions consistently
talked about how quiet the building was and
how it felt community-enforced. They weren’t
sure where they could go to work with people
collaboratively or to take those breaks,” she said.
“I think it is appropriate that students are talking
about different ways of solving the problem.”
SMiLES decided on this specific space after
learning that the space was updated several years
ago and that its original purpose was to be used as
a place where students could take study breaks and
be loud. The update included adding the television
and vending machines. Despite these updated
features, the space houses individual student desks
and seats, which Ruebeck and Dickinson Meltz
believe enforces individual studying and silence.
Ruebeck believes that their plan to restore the
space’s original function as a social space aligns
with their mission.
“Our events are meant to make you stop and
think about the little moments that are happening
every day,” Ruebeck said. “We are now moving
toward reclaiming student spaces and creating
areas that foster those kinds of moments.”
In the proposed layout, comfortable furniture
pieces, such as sofas and lounge chairs that
are located on the third and fourth floor, will
be moved to the first-floor space. Ruebeck and
Dickinson Meltz selected pieces that are currently

underutilized and isolated to serve a better purpose
in the community space they are redesigning. The
existing furniture in the space will be relocated to
the third and fourth floor and used for individual
study.
Additionally, the proposal includes a game table
and usage of the existing television to play movies
for special events.
Dickinson Meltz explained that they will reach
out to the student body and ask for help with
decorating the space.
“We hope that by having students decorate the
space with their posters, artwork and anything
else, they will develop a sense of ownership and
truly claim it as a student space,” Dickinson Meltz
said.
Once implemented this fall or next spring, the
space will be reviewed after a one-semester trial
period. The decision to renew the SMiLESpace
will be made by Ravishankar and ACLTP.
Ruebeck and Dickinson Meltz are interested to
see if students will take a study break and utilize
the space as it was originally intended. They are
planning to release a survey to gauge student
interest in the space.
Woods noted it was important not only to
identify how students generally react but also how
students who regularly used the space for studying
would react to the transformed space.
“It will be interesting to see how students who
were used to having those spaces in different ways
formerly react and whether or not they have ways
to adjust for that,” Woods said. “Are they able to
readjust to other spaces that are quiet study spaces
or are they finding that they are out of space?”
Additionally, she cited that the student feedback
from the SMiLES initiative will help open
the conversation about the re-examination of
the academic commons and help them further
understand how students want to use the building.
Students seem to be excited about the new
changes to the space and believe the community
will embrace it. Elizabeth Loxterkamp ’18 studies
at Clapp regularly and thinks a break space would
be appreciated.
“It would be nice, since there is no break space
in the Clapp currently. It would be great to grab
a snack from the vending machines and hang out
with friends in the space,” Loxterkamp said.
Similarly, Zahra Pirani ’17 believes the
redesigned space will fulfill the need for a social
space in the library.
“Clapp would benefit from a social space
that encourages interaction between students.
Unlike the Science Center, Pendleton Hall and
other academic buildings, Clapp does not have
a welcoming environment that encourages
socialization,” Pirani remarked. “There are tables
and group study spaces, but there is no place
for relaxation, which I think is necessary in a
productive library.”
Because the SMiLESpace is open and not
confined, Evana Nabi ’17 believes the noise level
of the space may disrupt individual study areas on
the ground floor.
“I think the space could pose problems; however,
I do think it is a great idea,” Nabi said. “The trial
period is a good plan, and SMiLES should send
out surveys and talk to other students to see if the
noise is disruptive.”
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WAAM-SLAM II protests lack of multicultural space
By DANNI ONDRASKOVA ’18
Assistant Opinions Editor

Wellesley students gathered at the “Occupy Billings” protest for additional multicultural space last Wednesday. Students
from Ethos, MEZCLA and the Wellesley
Pan-Asian Council spoke about the need
for additional multicultural space in the
current multicultural center, which is located in Billings. The general meeting was
spearheaded by WAAM-SLAM II, a student movement created last spring.
WAAM-SLAM II began last year as
Wellesley students attempted to address
what they believe are systemic problems
in the Wellesley community. The students
wished to increase diversity in Wellesley’s
faculty, admissions and academic programs. The movement’s current goals are
to increase racial diversity among the faculty, foster more socioeconomic diversity
in admissions and have the College better
meet the needs of students with disabilities.
“Occupy Billings” began with the organizers handing all attendees a sheet of paper detailing the history of WAAM-SLAM
II and its predecessor, WAAM-SLAM, in
2001. Attendees were also asked to finish the sentence, “We need a multicultural space because …” on a piece of paper.
After the event, the organizers took photos
of audience members holding their written
sentences.
Former Ethos president Patrice Caldwell
’15 gave the first presentation. She spoke
about the 1970 establishment of Harambee
House, a space on campus for students of
African descent. Black students were given
the house by the College after Alpha Kappa Chi, the Classical society at the time,
voted to close their house.
“Around this time and very similarly to
WAAM-SLAM, Ethos had given the College a list of demands. Among them, they
wanted a space for black students,” Caldwell explained.
Caldwell said that although the administration was at first reluctant to create
Harambee House, the threat of a student
hunger strike and the reverberations of
the civil rights movement altered their
decision. Ethos, which was established in
1968, and the black community at the time
worked together with former President of
the College Ruth Adams to renovate the
building and rename it Harambee House.
She also noted that Harambee is the Swahili word for “working together” and represents students’ combined efforts to create
a place where students of African descent
could feel welcome.
Caldwell explained the importance of
Harambee House to the African community and the need for other multicultural organizations to have their own spaces.
“There are just times when you need to be
able to complain about things you can’t often talk about, and Harambee House is that
space. I honestly don’t know what we’d
do if we didn’t have that kind of space,”
Caldwell stated, adding that meetings for
organizations serving students of African
descent are held at the house.
Pan-Asian Council co-chair Bernice
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Students speak at “Occupy Billings,” a protest led by WAAM-SLAM II for more multicultural space at Wellesley.
Chan ’16 then narrated the history of students of Asian descents’ attempts to advocate for their own multicultural space on
campus.
She began by noting that students of
Asian descent once had their own building. They previously met in Crawford
House, which is now Casa de Cervantes.
According to Chan, the administration
stated that Asian American associations on
campus had adequate funding for a space
and could, alternatively, share a space with
MEZCLA or Slater.
“And here we are today,” Chan said, eliciting chuckles from the audience.
A 1988 petition for an Asian American
house and other failed efforts to establish a house led to the 2001 establishment
of Wellesley Asian Action Movement
(WAAM), which evolved into the Wellesley Academic Action Movement. Soon
afterward, the movement was renamed
WAAM-SLAM, with the latter acronym
standing for Sisters Leading Action for
Multiculturalism, which has been changed
to Siblings Leading Action for Multiculturalism in WAAM-SLAM II.
Many of the Asian American community’s demands have not been met, although
an Asian American Studies minor was established in 2013.
“The administration and faculty need to
recognize the diversity of the Asian American population. They need to make more of
an effort to recruit from the different ethnic
groups within the Asian category, such as
Southeast Asians,” Chan stated, quoting a
1996 thesis from Wei-Lin Nessa Wang.
MEZCLA President Mari Oceja ’15 then
took the spotlight to talk about the Latin@
community’s efforts to establish their own

space on campus.
Latin@s shared Gray House with Hillel
in the 1970s but lost the space after the
building was rebuilt after it burned down.
Their attempts to establish their own space
have also been rebuffed by the administration.
In order for MEZCLA and other multicultural organizations to have meetings,
they have to reserve Billings 200. Besides
facing logistical issues with timing and accessibility, many of Wellesley’s multicultural organizations disagree with the current system on principle.
“Our culture can’t be put into one little
hour at any time of the week,” Oceja declared to loud snaps from the audience.
According to Oceja, the largest problem
with current multicultural space is its size.
“It’s not big enough for any of us. It’s not
big enough for all of us,” she said.
The room was packed with over 50 students during the event. Some students had
to relocate themselves to the periphery of
the room to sit down.
Oceja continued by remarking that the
cramped quarters are an unpleasant reality
for MEZCLA. She estimated that an 30-35
members attended the meetings in Billings
200 and that the room’s limited space did
not offer an environment conducive to
learning, socializing or relaxing.
Oceja concluded the event by reaffirming
the need of multicultural students to unite
and help create multicultural spaces for
students of Asian and Latin@ descent.
“That’s what I think we ought to be doing. We ought to be collaborating and
working together as multicultural students.
Our needs are not being met by Wellesley
College. [The administration] is not giving

us the resources we need to thrive on this
campus,” Oceja stated.
Many audience members felt that
WAAM-SLAM II was taking a concrete
step towards solving the problems they often confronted at Wellesley.
“As a student of color, I would like to
have my experiences leading up to Wellesley affirmed, and since people from different cultures have different experiences
[here], that doesn’t always happen,” Astrid
Mobley ’18 said.
Others attend the event out of a desire
to learn more about WAAM-SLAM II’s
goals.
“I want to learn more about my place
here as a student of color. I want to see
how [WAAM-SLAM II] is going to [meet
its goals],” Azalea Troche ’18 said.
The audience learned about how Wellesley’s multicultural organizations have
banded together and confronted problems
with creating their own spaces in the past.
“I liked hearing about how Ethos got
Harambee House. Hearing about how they
organized for change and successfully
fulfilled that particular goal was inspiring
and motivated me to get more involved
in WAAM-SLAM II and make sure those
goals get fulfilled as well,” Mobley reflected.
Many who left “Occupy Billings” felt
inspired as they saw Wellesley students
of many backgrounds support WAAMSLAM II’s efforts to create more multicultural spaces on campus.
“I thought it was lovely to see all of us
showing support and taking the time to
understand why this cause is important to
all of Wellesley, not just students of color,”
Troche said.

NATION & WORLD
By SARA RATHOD ’15
Staff Columnist
Nurse quarantined for Ebola in New Jersey tests negative, released
Kaci Hickox, the nurse who had been quarantined at a hospital in New Jersey since
her arrival from West Africa, was released on Monday after testing negative for Ebola.
Hickox was serving in Sierra Leone for Doctors Without Borders, and was the first to be
held under the new protocols in New York and New Jersey which require a mandatory
21-day quarantine on travelers from West Africa who have had contact with patients.
Hickox was held for three days without displaying any symptoms. She said she was not
given an explanation for her detention and was not told how long she would be held.
Her criticism of the treatment has raised concerns about whether the steps being taken
to prevent travelers from carrying Ebola into the United States are being carried out in a
way that violates civil rights.
Midterm elections to take place next Tuesday
Midterm elections will be held next Tuesday, Nov. 4. Pundits expect that Republicans
will keep control of the House and may very well take the Senate as well. However,
according to The Atlantic, a Republican-held Senate would likely have little effect on hot
topics like the repeal of the Affordable Care Act, which most Republicans have given up
on, and the U.S. response to the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria and Ebola, which is not
deeply divided along partisan lines. What a flip in the Senate would affect is president
Obama’s ability to use his executive power to implement key regulatory peforms.
According to the New York Times, the three closest toss-ups in the race for the Senate
are in Kansas, Georgia and Iowa. Yesterday, President Obama began a rare campaign to
support Democratic candidates. Most Democrats have tried to distance themselves from
the President this year and his approval ratings remain low.

U.N. coalition seeks to send North Korea to court for crimes against humanity
A broad coalition of 43 countries is calling for the United Nations to send North
Korea to the International Criminal Court for crimes against humanity. A detailed report
commissioned by the United Nations six months ago detailed crimes of “extermination,”
murder, enslavement, torture and rape. The new calls for prosecution of Pyongyang are
a victory for human rights organizations, which have long called for the international
community to move beyond North Korea’s nuclear activities and address the government’s
human rights violations. A U.N. investigator said on Tuesday that North Korea has shown
greater willingness to discuss its human rights situation in the wake of the U.N. inquiry,
although the government has dismissed the inquiry itself as a U.S. plot to undermine the
North Korean system. Diplomats say that should the Security Council attempt to carry out
the resolution, China would likely veto it.
Incumbent wins second term in Brazilian presidential elections
Brazil’s hotly contested election ended with President Dilma Rousseff just barely
winning her second term with 51.6% percent of the vote. Rousseff has declared her top
priority to be “dialogue,” in an effort to reunite a population that was deeply divided
along economic and geographic lines during the runoff election. While Rousseff
remained popular in the poorer northern states for her government welfare reforms, her
opponent drew more support from the more developed southern states. Rousseff has been
accused of corruption and was criticized for her management of public funds during the
2014 World Cup in Brazil. Acknowledging the public backlash in her last term, Rousseff
declared that she wanted to be “a much better president.” She has promised a rigorous
campaign against corruption but faces a fractured and right-leaning Congress and must
convince the business community of her ability to tackle Brazil’s economic woes.
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Students respond to NYT article during talkback
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Students gathered in the Multifaith Center for a talkback to share their opinions about the New York Times magazine article titled “When Women Become Men at Wellesley.”
By MARIAJOSÉ RODRÍGUEZ-PLIEGO ’16
Opinions Editor
The Office of the Dean of Students held an open
discussion last Wednesday in the Multifaith Center about
the New York Times article published two weeks ago,
“When Women Become Men at Wellesley College.” In the
article, journalist Ruth Padawer tells the stories of trans
students at Wellesley and interviewed students and alumni
on their opinions concerning trans issues on campus.
Leah Fygetakis, director of services and programs and
advisor for LGBTQ students led the discussion. Students,
faculty, staff members and alumni filled the chairs of the
Multifaith Center. Faculty and staff members did not
participate in the discussion, as Fygetakis stated at the
beginning of the event that it was meant to be a studentonly discussion.
After welcoming the attendees and stating that students
who wished to speak should share their names and
preferred pronouns before speaking, Fygetakis began the
conversation by asking students for their initial reactions
to the New York Times article.
The first students who stood up to participate expressed
their dissatisfaction with Padawer’s depiction of the issue
of trans students at Wellesley, criticizing many aspects
such as the article’s focus on trans men as opposed to trans
women.
A student who preferred to remain anonymous explained
her opposition to the article’s description of gender at
Wellesley.
“I thought [the article] felt a lot like social tourism, like
it was looking more at the fact that there was a presence
of a particular community on campus and dividing the
community’s response to that community as a subsection
of the student body,” the student stated.
The discussion shifted as students began to voice their
opinions on how Wellesley should address the presence
of trans students on campus as well as Wellesley’s current

admissions policy for trans students and what it means
to be a women’s college. Some participants voiced their
belief that it is more important for Wellesley to focus on
its admission policy for trans women than to question the
presence of trans students currently on campus. Many
participants expressed their support toward the admission
of trans women at Wellesley, some stated that they believe
the college should cater to anyone who is not a cis-man,
while others expressed their concern that accepting trans
men to historically all-women’s colleges denies their
identities as men.
During the discussion, a student asked why trans women
are not currently admitted to Wellesley. Fygetakis stated
that she did not think that anyone present could respond
to the question.
“I don’t know that any of us can speak to that and
encapture the reasons behind this policy I know I can’t.
I think this is what the president’s advisory committee is
all about up to now. Wellesley has been going along and
focusing on our mission, but now we need to re-examine
everything,” Fygetakis said.
Students also expressed that although many of them
believe the article did not accurately depict the issue of
trans students on campus, they were glad that it brought
people’s attention to the issue and led to discussions about
the topic. Some stated that they felt uneducated about the
topic and that the article taught them more about trans
issues at Wellesley.
“Even though people had issues with the article and
the fact that it wasn’t a full representation of gender
issues I was glad that it came out because it’s opened this
conversation to people who don’t have any experience
with it or any knowledge or anyone to learn from,” Tali
Marcus ’15 stated after the discussion.
As the discussion progressed, more students stood up to
express their desire for Wellesley to continue identifying
itself as a women’s college and their reluctance to let go
of calling the student body a “sisterhood.” Participants

also voiced their concern that Wellesley is not a safe space
to talk about gender issues. Participants pointed out that
many students on campus do not express their opinions
about gender on campus for fear of being criticized.
Marcus noted that the fear of being criticized could be
seen as students who want to keep describing Wellesley as
a women’s college did not stand up to speak until the end
of the discussion.
“What I noticed at the beginning of the conversation that
I am happy changed as we went on is that people who
aren’t as open to Wellesley changing weren’t speaking up
as much, and I think that understandably they probably
felt uncomfortable disagreeing with the majority,” Marcus
said.
Several of the students present were supportive of the
steps that the College has taken thus far to explore trans
issues at Wellesley.
“I think that [the administration] is doing it in the best
way they know how,” Maggie Dalton ’17 said after the
discussion. “I think it’s important that everyone is included
in the decisions that are being taken, not only those that
are speaking up publicly. [Mount] Holyoke did it last year
very quietly and Wellesley doesn’t do things quietly, and
so I’m not surprised by the way that it’s being handled.”
Similarly, Clare Gil ’17 said that she is glad to see that
the article led the administration to support discussion on
campus.
“I think it’s good that the administration put together the
advisory committee on gender. The article helped prompt
a number of discussions, and I hope that that doesn’t die
out and that we can continue having these conversations,”
Gil said.
The organizers stated at the end of the event that they
were happy that such a large number of students showed
up and maintained a respectful environment throughout the
event while sharing a wide range of opinions. Fygetakis
expressed her desire to hear more student opinions and
invited students to email her with comments and feedback.

POLICE BLOTTER
10/18/14 Suspicious activity 8:38
p.m. Horton-Hallowell-Shepard. While
on directed patrol, a Wellesley College
Police Department (WCPD) officer found
evidence of somebody using the basement
of three Wellesley College (WC) buildings
as living quarters. Report filed. Case under
investigation.
10/22/14 Illness 12:01 p.m. Pendleton
Hall. The RP, a WC student, requested
medical assistance for another student
who was not feeling well and may require
medical attention. WCPD, AMR, and WFD
responded. The student was transported to
MetroWest Medical Center. Report filed.
Case closed.
10/22/14 Injury 5:45 p.m. Severance
Green. The RP, a WC student, called to
report another student was injured at a
sports practice. An officer was dispatched
to evaluate and assist. WFD and AMR
medics were requested to the scene. The
student was transported to MetroWest
Medical Center via ambulance. Report
filed. Case closed.
10/22/14 Injury 7:24 p.m. Wang Campus
Center. The RP, a WC staff member, called
to report that another staff member had
been injured. An officer was dispatched
to evaluate. The injured staff member
was transported via cruiser to MetroWest
Medical Center in Natick. Report filed.
Case closed.
10/24/14 Illness 11:45 a.m. Health
Services. The RP, a WC employee,
requested an ambulance for a student who
was not feeling well. Officers responded
to assist. An ambulance was requested

and transported the student to MetroWest
Medical Center in Natick. Report filed.
Case closed.
10/24/14 Unclassified 4:50 p.m. Campus
Police Headquarters. The RP, a WC
student, requested to speak to a police
officer and reported her friend may have
possibly received threatening texts and
emails. The RP did not want to disclose
the identity of her friend. An officer was
dispatched to assist. Report filed. Case
under investigation.
10/24/14 Injury 6:28 p.m. Pomeroy. The
RP, a WC student, injured her ankle and
may require medical assistance. An officer
was dispatched to assist and evaluate. The
student was transported to MetroWest
Medical Center in Natick via police cruiser.
Report filed. Case closed.
10/24/14 Disturbance 11:07 p.m. Tower
Court Complex. The RP, a WC student,
reported a male individual in a dorm
room making inappropriate comments to
WC students on the floor. Officers were
dispatched to investigate. Report filed.
Case closed.
10/24/14 Intoxicated person 11:10 p.m.
Wang Campus Center. The RP, a WCPD
officer, requested an ambulance for an
intoxicated female. WFD and AMR were
dispatched to assist and evaluate. The
student was transported via ambulance
to MetroWest Medical Center in Natick.
Report filed. Case closed.
10/25/14 Intoxicated person 12:16 a.m.
Wang Campus Center. The RP, a WCPD
officer, called to report an intoxicated
student and was also requesting an

ambulance. WFD and AMR were
dispatched and responded. The student was
transported to MetroWest Medical Center
in Natick via AMR. Report filed. Case
closed.
10/25/14 Disturbance 12:23 a.m.
Wang Campus Center. The RP, a WCPD
Sergeant, called to report a male MIT
student impeding an officer’s ability to
assist an intoxicated female. The male was
uncooperative throughout the time officers
attempted to render medical assistance.
The subject was identified and escorted
off campus. Report filed. Case under
investigation.
10/25/14 Unclassified. 1:38 a.m. Other
Law Enforcement Agencies. The RP, a
Harvard University police officer, called
to report they transported an intoxicated
Wellesley College student to Mount
Auburn Hospital in Cambridge, MA.
Report filed. Case closed.
10/25/14 Fire alarm 8:10 p.m. Freeman
Hall. WCPD officers responded to an oven
fire. WFD also dispatched and responded.
WFD extinguished fire using a nearby fire
extinguisher. Report filed. Case closed.
10/26/14 Intoxicated person 12:56
a.m. Claflin Hall. The RP, a WC student,
called to report her friend was intoxicated
and may require medical attention. Units
were dispatched to assist. The responding
units requested an ambulance respond.
An ambulance transported the student
to MetroWest Medical Center in Natick.
Report filed. Case closed.
10/26/14 College property damage 1:05
a.m. Alumnae Hall. The RP, a WCPD

officer, responded to a Babson student
who injured his hand after he intentionally
punched a glass-pane door. WFD also
responded. The student was identified and
transported by ambulance for treatment
at MetroWest Medical Center in Natick.
Report filed. Case closed.
10/26/14 Unclassified 3:46 a.m. MIT.
The RP, an MIT police sergeant, called to
report that an intoxicated WC student was
transported to Cambridge City Hospital.
Report filed. Case referred.
10/26/14 Intoxicated person 4:25 a.m.
Pomeroy. The RP, a WC student, called to
report a fellow WC student was intoxicated
and may require medical attention. Units
were dispatched to assist. The student
did not require further medical attention.
Report filed. Case closed.
10/27/14 Injury 5:15 p.m. Stone-Davis
Hall. The RP, a WC student, reported
her friend was experiencing some back
pain and may require medical attention.
An officer was dispatched to assist and
evaluate. The student was transported
via police cruiser to MetroWest Medical
Center in Natick. Report filed. Case closed.
10/27/14 Injury 5:49 p.m. Wang Campus
Center. The RP, a WC staff member,
reported a female individual fell and
may require medical attention. WCPD
and WFD were dispatched to assist and
evaluate. The student was transported via
ambulance to MetroWest Medical Center.
Report filed. Case closed.
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Congressman Joe Kennedy, Governor Deval Patrick
encourage students to vote in November election
By BROTI GUPTA ’16
Features Editor

Making an appearance at Wellesley on
their “Your Voice, Your Vote” College
Tour, Congressman Joe Kennedy and
Governor Deval Patrick explained just how
important the upcoming elections are and
why students play a large role.
Hadley Chase ’16, president of Wellesley
College Democrats, and President Kim
Bottomly introduced Kennedy and Patrick
to an excited crowd of politically engaged
Wellesley students. Kennedy spoke first,
expressing the need for involvement in the
next election.
Kennedy thanked Chase and Bottomly,
commenting on how good it feels to call
somebody, “Madame President.” Wellesley
snaps ensued.
“This election is so critically important,”
Kennedy said. “This is important for you
and me. It is important for us.”
Kennedy explained how critical it is to
make our voices heard in the upcoming
elections, specifically citing how ineffective
the GOP-run House of Representatives has
been. He detailed what the House has done
for the last two years of GOP-leadership.
“[It] shut the government down; gutted
unemployment insurance, affordable
housing and food stamps; tried to repeal
the Affordable Care Act over 50 times;
failed to repeal DOMA; failed to increase
minimum wage; and failed to act on
climate change, energy policy, tax reform,
immigration reform and student loans,” he
said.
Kennedy then shared an anecdote
to explain the mindset he believes our
government has employed. When first
elected into Congress, Derek Kilmer
(D-WA), a fellow Congressman, spoke
with Republican colleagues intending to

discuss bipartisan initiatives, according
to Kennedy. Kennedy claimed that his
Republican colleague Kilmer said, “My
constituents sent me here to stop you.
Whatever it is you want to do, my goal is
to block you.”
Kennedy
continued
to
discuss
shortcomings of the current state of
Congress.
“That is the framework of the debate in
Washington D.C.,” he said. “That’s what
we’re trying to fight.” He continued to
emphasize the need for bipartisanship
around problems that the next generation
will face, listing issues like student loans
and debt deficit among others.
He then paid some gratitude to his home
state of Massachusetts.
“I get to tell my friends and colleagues
what life is like in a community that
actually believes that government can be a
source for good in our lives — that it can
take on these big challenges and recognize
that the only way to solve them is investing
in ideas,” he said. “That in its heart is what
it means to be a Democrat.”
Kennedy ended by introducing Patrick
to the audience as a mentor of his. His
introduction for the governor included
a brief description of Patrick’s roots in
Chicago’s south side and his road to a
career in public service.
Patrick joined Kennedy’s plea of
reiterating the importance of the upcoming
election.
“The GOP wants us to be discouraged,”
Patrick said.
Patrick went on to tell the audience,“The
American Dream is worth fighting for.”
He shared his past working within the
private sector before running for office,
detailing how the mindset for the private
sector was short-term — the long run
was rarely considered. And he revealed

ALICE LIANG ’16, CO-EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Congressman Joe Kennedy stopped by at Pendleton Atrium as part of his College Tour.
that this is unfortunately how he believes
the government is functioning — that the
government is governing for the next news
or election cycle, instead of for future
generations.
Patrick showed his support for Democratic
gubernatorial candidate Martha Coakley,
who is running in a close election against
Republican candidate Charlie Baker.
He then shared a story about how he was
able to change one man’s life personally by
signing the Criminal Record Information

reform, which would give employment
opportunities to criminals after they have
served their sentences.
At the end of the event, both Patrick and
Kennedy answered a few questions and
finally reiterated how important it was
that people — specifically young, college
educated people — make sure to vote and
make sure that their voice is heard.

Students experience alternative residential options
By NIKKI HWA ’18
Contributing Writer

Imagine your usual ten minute walk from your residential
hall to your class in Green Hall. Now imagine if your walk
took at least twenty minutes, or if your walk is actually a
twenty-minute car ride. It’s a reality that some students
have to face every day. Because Wellesley is a small
liberal arts college in the suburbs, most of its students live
on campus.
Gauri Gadkari ’18 said, “I would choose to live on
campus because the alternative of living off campus is not
cheaper for me. And living on campus is more convenient
distance wise. Personally, I feel it increases the feeling of
belonging to the community when you’re living with the
people.”
However, some students decide to live off-campus. Their
lives may seem different — perhaps more glamorous —
because they are living on their own. But their lives are
similar to those of the typical Wellesley student.
Sabrina Cheng ’16 sat at a table surrounded by bookcases.
Her laptop and notebooks were neatly stacked and her
backpack sat in the chair next to her. She was the image of
a classic college student finishing up work. An economics
and psychology major, Cheng said that she wanted to do
finance.
“MIT has a lot of opportunities [in the field],” she said.
Cheng now lives in a condo in Cambridge that has three
floors, which she shares with four other people, one recent
Wellesley graduate and three others.
“The house is pretty big, and we share a kitchen and a
basement,” she said. Cheng adds that her room is the same
size as a double in Freeman.
For Cheng, the biggest difference between living on
campus and off campus is the transportation time.
“It takes me a pretty long time compared to transportation
in Wellesley, and I really need to plan my schedule ahead,”
she said.
Not all people who live off campus live in Cambridge or
Boston. A senior who wishes to remain anonymous picked
the happy medium of living in Natick. She moved out of
the Wellesley main campus after her first year in Pomeroy
and has been off campus since sophomore year. Now, as
a senior, she has an apartment in a Natick neighborhood.
She has her own bathroom, kitchen, bedroom and living
room. When asked her how she managed to find such a
nice apartment, she said that she googled for affordable
places to live. This senior decided to live off-campus
because didn’t want to deal with dorm issues like sharing
bathrooms and noise levels. When she lived in Pomeroy,
she said that people would walk around so much in the
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The room of Emma Stelter ’16 in French House, one of Wellesley’s off-campus dorms.
middle of the night that the noise kept her up. After
moving into her own place, she was able to create her
own study space at home, where she could study during
the weekends. The hardest part about living off campus is
the traffic. Since she lives in another town, she drives to
school everyday. The drive to campus is normally around
13 minutes. However, it can sometimes take 25 minutes
to get to school or back. Her tip to avoid traffic? Don’t go
home at around 5 or 6 p.m.
Although the French House is a Wellesley dorm like
any other, it is not situated on campus. The French house
lies across Washington Street in the residential areas of
Wellesley. From the outside, the French house looks like
a real residential house. However, once inside, it is no
different than a student dorm. The house itself is split into
two parts, and Emma Stelter ’16 lives in the smaller and
quieter half of the house. Different French posters and
drawings that she made while in high school decorate her
walls. She has the classic college furniture set, and the
hallways and common areas of the house are newer and
cleaner versions of other Wellesley dorms. Before moving

to French house, Stelter lived in Tower. One of the biggest
differences she noticed after moving is the noise level.
“It’s super, super quiet,” she said while laughing, “It’s
really different.” One of the main differences is the
language spoken. At the French house, residents have to
speak to each other in French during the weekdays. On the
weekends, residents can converse in whatever language
they wish. Another big difference that she had to get used
to is the walk. She used to use the bike share program a lot
when she first moved to the French house, but when the
program closed for the winter.
“I just got used to walking around, and by the springtime,
it was like whatever. I’m used to it now,” she said.
The Wellesley community isn’t created by how close
students physically are to Wellesley property, but by how
they contribute to the school. So, while some students
don’t live on campus with the majority of the student
body, they are still an integral part of the diverse Wellesley
community.
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CS Club hosts weekend hackathon

BIANCA PICHAMUTHU ’16, PHOTOGRAPHY EDITOR

Participants of the Wellesley Hackathon code away on Science Center computers over the weekend.
By HANNAH JUNG ’17
Staff Writer
Students clustered around computers last Friday
afternoon, typing away at their code in the Science
Center. However, these students weren’t gathered for the
mandatory lab component of a computer science course.
Instead, they were participants at the hackathon hosted
by the Computer Science (CS) Club at Wellesley this past
weekend, which ran from 5 p.m. all on Friday.
The event brought students together to spend the
weekend learning about web development, specifically
on personal websites. Content of student submissions
of websites included current projects, links to personal
blogs and Instagram feeds. While some students who
participated had previous experience creating websites,
for many, this was their first introduction to the Web
development languages.
Hackathon is a weekend marathon of “hacking,”
which is a verb used to describe a group of people
coming together to create something through computer
programming. They have become increasingly popular on
college campuses, bringing together students from across
the globe to work together in creating and executing ideas.
Recent hackathons include HackMIT hosted at the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, MHacks hosted at
the University of Michigan and PennApps hosted by the

University of Pennsylvania.
Hacking usually takes two forms — hardware hacking,
where participants create physical devices, and software
hacking, where participants code computer programs.
Wellesley’s hackathon fell into the latter category for
the most part, with students using several different Web
development languages including JavaScript, HTML and
CSS, as well as certain complementary libraries including
jQuery.
“My co-chair, Karina [Chan ’16], came up with the idea
of the theme being personal websites. It’s lots of fun, and
the languages necessary to code for Web development
aren’t that difficult to pick up. A lot of recruiters look for
personal websites, and it’s recruiting season right now,”
said Sravanti Tekumalla ’16, co-chair of the hackathon.
Website content varied, but each was unique to the
hacker. For Tekumalla, this included her research, summer
work and personal interests. Sunnia Ye ’17 included her
artwork on her website.
Some, like Lily Xie ’16, chose a hardware hack as an
alternative. Xie created wearable technology in the form
of a tote bag that lit up in response to weight and light
using a microcontroller called Arduino Gemma.
The event concluded with an awards ceremony, judged
by a panel, which included Professors Scott Anderson,
Susan Buck and Benjamin Wood from the computer
science department. Best beginner project was awarded

to Jane Abarnathy ’18, best feature to Shirley Lu ’15 and
best overall to Ye.
Wellesley’s hackathon offered a change of pace to
the chaotic environment characteristic of many hacking
events. Workshops in Django and Bootstrap, which are
frameworks for creating websites, were offered to ease
first-time hackers into the experience.
“We wanted to have a hackathon that appealed to
Wellesley students, who already have so much on their
plate. We know it’s hard to get to other schools, and
we wanted to create an experience that was friendly to
beginner hackers,” Tekumalla said.
While most hackathons have students work in teams,
the smaller scale of the hackathon hosted this weekend
allowed students to work individually.
“I liked the individual aspect of the hackathon; it
motivated you to make your best,” Ye said.
The hackathon, open to exclusively Wellesley students,
also created another unique opportunity: a technology
event in which the majority of the participants were
female.
“Hackathons tend to be very male-dominated, there
are often little to zero women, and it can be intimidating,
especially coming from Wellesley. At these hackathons,
you see people who have been hacking all of their lives,
whereas a lot of Wellesley students don’t start coding
until college,” Tekumalla said.
CS Club is planning another, larger hackathon for the
spring, perhaps in collaboration with other schools.
In the meantime, several participants already have plans
for more hacking this semester, including Tekumalla, who
plans to participate in HackHolyoke at Mount Holyoke.
Ye plans to attend Duke University’s HackDuke.
Ultimately, hackathons offer a wide variety of perks
that have made them increasingly prevalent in college
communities.
“I think that the rise of hackathons coincides with
technology companies having money.
A big reason for going to hackathons are because of the
great prizes and free swag given away. Big companies
often come, and they offer a chance for face time with
these companies,” Xie said.
However, in addition to the material rewards offered,
hackathons are also environments that foster creativity
and cooperation and introduce students to computing in a
quick and unique way — merits that Tekumalla believes
make them such great opportunities.
“CS Club is always looking to increase outreach,”
Tekumalla said. “Our greatest achievement is that we
got people coding who haven’t done so before. We are
trying to expose people to things they may not otherwise
73227
experience.”

EYE ON SCIENCE

Skipping the stem cell step
By ELINOR HIGGINS ’18
Staff Columnist

Researchers at the Washington
University School of Medicine in St.
Louis have discovered a way to convert
human skin cells directly to the specific
type of neuron that is affected by
Huntington’s disease in the brain.
The technique skips over the stem cell
phase that people generally associate
with being able to reprogram adult cells
for other uses. This discovery could lead
to massive steps in the way Huntington’s
disease is being studied and treated. The
disease causes the breakdown of neurons
in the brain over time. According to
the Huntington’s Disease Society of
America, it affects approximately three
to seven individuals in a population of
100,000 people of European ancestry,
and fewer in other populations.
Once an individual begins to show
symptoms, he or she has approximately
20 years to live, and those years will
be spent in varying degrees of neuron
degradation and physical deterioration,
as there is no known cure. Because of
how horrible Huntington’s disease is, this
research is a very exciting breakthrough.
Researchers have discovered a way to
convert a person’s skin cells into the
particular type of neuron affected by
Huntington’s, the medium spiny neuron.
They have accomplished this with
the use of two specific molecules of
microRNA and specific transcription
factors. The microRNA used are miR9 and the miR-124. Essentially, when
embryonic stem cells differentiate, or
decide which type of body cell they will
become, the genetic information that
encodes for how to become any other type
of cell is packaged away and left unused.

The researchers wanted to find a way
to unlock that unused information and
effectively change the cell’s mind about
which type of cell to be. The exposure
to the two specific miRNAs alters the
packaging of the DNA, allowing for the
expression of other genes, including the
ones that encode for becoming a neuron.
The next step is to expose the cells, now
neurons, to specific transcription factors
so as to specify which kind of neuron
the cells should become. Transcription
factors are proteins that help control the
transfer of genetic information from DNA
to RNA. The transcription factors that
the researchers used were known to be
present in the area of the brain containing
the medium spiny neurons. The exposure
of the neurons to the transcription
factors did produce the medium spiny
neurons, which researchers tested in a
live model or, more specifically, mice.
The converted skin cells, now neurons,
were injected into the brains of mice and
survived there for at least six months.
The cells behave and look just like
true medium spiny neurons and can live
in a live model, not just in the lab. This
could lead to potential treatments for
patients and opens up new ways to study
the disease. The method used to convert
the skin cells into neurons is exciting
because it could mean that many kinds
of neurons could be produced by just
changing which transcription factors are
used to specify the cell.
This might be the beginning of a new
line of treatments, none which require
cells from outside a person’s body, thus
eliminating the need for immune systemrepressing drugs when such treatments
take place. Research like this brings hope
to those struggling with Huntington’s
disease and other degenerative disorders.
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Don’t forget the Davis Scholars
Wellesley
College
was
first
established to educate women in a
society that preferred to educate men.
As American society warmed up to
women’s education, Wellesley began
was already a pioneer in other ways.
Our institution created a continuing
education program for nontraditional
students so that they too could receive
a Wellesley undergraduate degree.
The Davis Scholars fill a unique
niche on our campus. It is necessary
to actively engage Davis Scholars
in everyday Wellesley activities
and traditions since other Wellesley
students can learn from their varying
experience. The Davis Scholars are
an extremely diverse and unique
community on campus, and we are
currently failing to fully incorporate
them into the student body.
This year, Davis Scholars weren’t
invited to the Senior Reception at the
President’s House. While this may
have been accidental or unintentional,
it is a strong indicator of how the
campus knowingly or unknowingly
excludes the Scholars. Additionally,
Wellesley has been accepting a lower
number of Davis Scholars. According

to the 2013-2014 Factbook, in less than
two decades, Wellesley has dropped
from enrolling 36 Scholars in 1996 to
only 13 in 2012 and 8 in 2013. Among
others, the editorial staff believes these
actions and statistics demonstrate a
need for Wellesley to reevaluate the
presence of Davis Scholars.
The 25 percent acceptance rate for
the Davis Degree Program is one of
the most competitive in the United
States for continuing education. Davis
Scholars are typically over 24 years
old and have a separate application
process from first-year and transfer
students. They also have a separate
orientation that is tailored to adult,
work and family responsibilities.
Davis Scholars take the same number
of classes and have the same academic
degree requirements as other Wellesley
students.
Additionally, the College provides
special programming and spaces on
campus so that Davis Scholars may
take advantage of their distinctive
community, such as the CE House.
Some Davis Scholars are involved
in the same groups and activities
as traditional Wellesley students,

including Senate and SHE positions.
Davis Scholars play a vital role on
campus, and they bring diversity.
In all cases, diversity is crucial to
community; it brings in experience
and contributes to culture. However,
there is a difference between having
diversity and engaging in diversity. We
normally think of diversity in terms of
race, ethnicity, socioeconomic status
or religion. Wellesley’s continuing
education program effectively adds
age and life background as factors
of diversity. The College is currently
failing to engage with this diversity
and fully incorporate Davis Scholars
into the community.
While there are many traits that set
Wellesley apart from other colleges,
Davis Scholars are one of the
College’s more unique characteristics.
The Wellesley community should not
see the Davis Scholars as a special
community that is walled away
by a difference in age; rather, we
should understand that the Scholars
are as much a part of the Wellesley
experience as any group.

On Charles Bu’s
falsehoods

By THOMAS CUSHMAN
Professor of Sociology

I was shocked, but not surprised, to read Professor Charles
Bu’s personal attack on me in the last issue of the Wellesley
News. His diatribe contains at least three basic falsehoods
about the history of events at Wellesley College and my role
in them.
The first concerns his statement that I accused him of
being a “Communist spy.” This assertion is patently false,
and Professor Bu knows this because the newspapers that
made the assertion retracted it publicly before he published
his article. The Chronicle of Higher Education, which
published an article on my human rights work on the issue
of the Chinese government’s influence on U.S. institutions
of higher education, printed the following statement after
I wrote to them to object in the strongest terms possible
to their statement that I called Bu a “spy”: “This article
originally reported incorrectly that Thomas Cushman had
accused Charles Bu of being a spy for the Communist Party
of China. Mr. Cushman in fact said Mr. Bu was promoting
the agenda of the Communist Party of China. The article
has been updated to reflect this correction.”
Professor Bu claims in his article that in spite of the
retraction, “The original reporting was actually a correct
version of Mr. Cushman’s attacks on me.” This is a
deliberate falsehood, since I never made the charge that he
was a spy.
The issues concerning the Wellesley-PKU exchange
and the situation of Professor Xia Yeliang are complex.
Professor Bu and I were at odds, not about whether the
exchange was a good idea (which I think it is) but about
the treatment of my colleague, Professor David Yeliang
Xia, the dissident economist who was terminated from his
appointment at PKU for his outspoken views and criticisms
of the Communist Party.
As the director of The Freedom Project at Wellesley
College, which explores issues related to freedom, human
rights and dissent in the world today, I secured a large grant
to bring Professor Xia to Wellesley for a visiting scholar
position. Subsequent to this, Professor Bu, presumably to
defend the exchange with PKU, broadened his activities to
include specific attacks on Professor Xia’s character and
reputation as a scholar and teacher. He spoke out actively
and vociferously against Professor Xia in print and in
the Academic Council, repeating the exact same charges
regarding Xia’s termination as were put forth by the party
authorities in China. He even added “charges” related to
Xia’s scholarly and research record that were not included
in the CCP’s program of character assassination of Professor
Xia. No evidence was ever presented publicly at Wellesley
College to support statements about Xia’s teaching or
scholarly record.
The second falsehood concerns Bu’s statement that
“instead of debating these issues, Mr. Cushman and socalled ‘freedom fighters’ resorted to a McCarthy style witch
hunt. They couldn’t find anything, so they went after my

hometown connection and wrote a bogus story about me.”
This is outrageous: I never wrote any story about Professor
Bu, and certainly did not work with anyone else to do so.
Professor Bu seems to be referring to an article written
by the Chinese human rights activist, Yaxue Cao, entitled
“Why Is a Wellesley Math Professor at Wellesley So Hard
Hitting Against an Economics Professor Fired by Peking
University in China?” I do not know Ms. Cao and did not
have anything to do with the writing of that article. To
suggest, without evidence, that I or anyone involved with
the Freedom Project participated in the writing of this article
and, therefore, participated in a witch hunt of Professor Bu
is false and defamatory in the extreme.
The third falsehood in Bu’s article is perhaps the most
egregious of all. Professor Bu states that: “It is most
appalling that Mr. Cushman launched an open assault on
Wellesley’s entire ethnic Chinese group.” It is a completely
unfounded and outrageous assertion. Ironically, I read the
statement in the Wellesley News during a Freedom Project
presentation by Professor Xia, in Chinese, which was
widely attended and appreciated by many of Wellesley’s
Chinese students and faculty. Bu took a statement I made at
a policy presentation in Washington, D.C., completely out
of context and used it to paint me as somehow an enemy of
the Chinese community at Wellesley College. I sincerely
doubt that the several prominent Chinese faculty members
at Wellesley who participated actively in supporting
Professor Xia and his visit to Wellesley would agree with
Bu’s characterization of me in this regard.
Professor Bu presents tendentious historical accounts
about his activities at Wellesley College that leave out
important facts of the case. The most important part of the
story is that Professor Bu was part of a concerted effort
to defame and smear Professor Xia Yeliang. This had its
intended effect: As the director of the Freedom Project, I
urged Professor Xia to take a position elsewhere because
it was my belief that Wellesley College would be an
unpleasant environment for him.
This was one of the most disillusioning experiences in 25
years of human rights activism and teaching at Wellesley
College, but it is precisely those kinds of things that
strengthen one’s resolve to carry on and remain true to basic
principles.
Sincerely,
Thomas Cushman
Deffenbaugh de Hoyos Carlson Professor in the Social
Sciences
Professor of Sociology
Director, The Freedom Project at Wellesley College
Founder and Editor-at-Large, The Journal of Human
Rights
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NYT article reveals
objectification
of trans bodies

OCTOBER 29, 2014

OPINIONS
ELEPHANT IN THE ROOM

Go vote, millennial!

By OLIVIA SALAS ’15
Contributing Writer
A New York Times Magazine article brought into the limelight the
topic of gender identity and gendered definitions, a topic that we tackle
on a regular basis as Wellesley students. In the article, titled “When
Women Become Men at Wellesley,” Ruth Padawer briefly glazes over
just about a hundred issues, and while some of the students may have
felt empowered, some alumnae and community members felt discontent
with the perceived threat against the all-women legacy that defines
Wellesley. I will discuss only one that particularly intrigued me — the
desperate need to make sense of, by way of objectifying, alternate types
of sexuality and the disturbing utilization of the trans body to do so.
I was surprised by the way in which the article blatantly marginalized
human sexuality as a part of our lives, as if it were some sort of social
experiment for us as young adults. While gender identity and sexuality
are of course not mutually exclusive, they are two entirely different
elements of the student experience as many struggle to understand their
sexuality and not their gender, and vice versa. But more critically, I was
surprised to learn of the way in which trans bodies had been objectified
right here on this campus in conjunction with assumed sexualities. It is
one thing to grapple with how to cohabitate with trans men; it is another
to take full advantage of their presence in the community.
Although on one hand, I was vigorously shaking my head as I read
the article, thinking, “These people have no idea what they’re talking
about,” on the other hand, I was downright disappointed in Wellesley
students for treating the issue of trans men in the way that we advocate
against regarding women’s rights, as depicted by the article. When
Padawer mentioned that students would grope the biceps of a trans
student, or that others would feel threatened by their presence in terms of
dating competition, I couldn’t help but wonder: Isn’t this precisely what
we’ve been begging society not to do to women? Namely, treat the trans
body as a body and not a person? Wellesley is the place where we are
granted the rare opportunity to learn how to talk about complex issues
appropriately, to break down gender norms and reevaluate the roles of
any labels and limitations in society. In this same place, we are allowing
ourselves to disguise the objectification of trans bodies as acceptance.
On Wellesley’s campus, women have the advantage of being the
overwhelming majority. But as soon as that opportunity arises, we
reverse gender roles instead of abolishing them as we claim we want
to do. Jesse contributed an experience for the article, saying that this
was the first time in his life that people had ever clamored over him in
order to date him. This was a striking recollection of how we are too
quick to make assumptions that trans men will take away women for
other women on campus to date, and that those dating trans men are
excusing themselves out of committing to one label of sexuality over
another. But more importantly, it is a reflection of how we are using only
what is visible to label people and define their experiences. Think about
if the situation were reversed. What if there existed a men’s college,
with a strong and active homosexual or bisexual population, that were
attempting to unpack the issue of trans women on campus? What if the
male students were objectifying the self-identified female body in the
same way? Would we not be enraged? I am disappointed that Wellesley
women are not enforcing a responsibility among themselves to walk the
walk, instead of just talk the talk.

PADYA PARAMITA ‘17, GRAPHICS EDITOR

By LIZAMARIA ARIAS ’17
Staff Columnist
In 2008, millennials swept President
Obama into office by turning out to vote in
unprecedented numbers and did so again in
2012. The record turnout among millennials in
both of these elections sent forth the message
that we are the deciding factor in an election.
Fast forward two years, we find ourselves at
the 2014 midterms. Millennials are not predicted
to turn out in large numbers. In fact, in places
like Iowa, polls are expecting turn-out to drop
from 54 percent to 26 percent.
President Obama, who remains relatively
popular among younger voters, is not on any
ballot, and the younger generation does not
seem enthused by the candidates being put forth
by either party.
This election is going to be extremely close.
Republicans are riled up — they have been
waiting for precisely this moment and the
momentum is building; the battle cry is, “Six
seats!” Democrats are looking to hold on to the
Senate and prove that, despite past fumbles, the
party that promised hope and change can still
deliver.
Across the country, both parties are phone
banking, fundraising and door knocking. The
Democrats are bringing out figures like Hillary
Clinton to campaign for candidates in races that
are too close to call. Republicans are relying on a
solid donor base to fund their expansive efforts.
Meanwhile, if you ask a millennial if they are
planning on voting, only about 23 percent will

give a definite yes.
Why? The experts keep throwing around the
word “disillusionment,” and they are right.
Maybe you hoped for change in 2008 and 2012
but have not seen evidence of such change.
Maybe you are over petty partisan bickering and
the perpetual gridlock.
However, whatever the reason for
disillusionment may be, remember that we can
shape that disillusionment into a ballot. The
people we send to Congress on Nov. 4 are the
people who are going to make decisions that
will affect our future. If we do not join the
conversation, we cannot shape its outcome.
And if you do not like the topic of conversation?
Well, go out and vote to change it. Many
millennials feel that the national rhetoric is not
addressing the issues they care about. Student
loans, education, immigration reform, marriage
equality — whatever issue it may be, if your
representatives or senators are not addressing
issues that you care about, let them know by
casting a ballot.
So whether you are a conservative, liberal, Tea
Party or Green Party supporter — go vote! If
you are not registered to vote in Massachusetts,
fill out an absentee ballot: If you do not know
who is running in your district, Google it!
This next congress is going to make decisions
that are going to affect you. Whether you are a
political junky or have zero interest in politics
does not matter. The fact is, decisions will be
made, legislation will be passed and the political
world will keep on spinning. Have a say in
which direction it spins.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
October 22, 2014
We are writing this letter because we have been shocked by the accusations that have
been publicly leveled at Charles Bu by a member of our community. We see this not
simply as a matter between two individuals, Charles Bu and Tom Cushman, but as one
that endangers the standing of an entire group: persons of Asian descent. We are concerned
by both the substance and the wording of the allegation contained in the article, “Policing
University Partnerships in Authoritarian Countries” (New York Times, Oct. 5, 2014),
even in the “corrected” version. Most of all, however, we are concerned by the dangerous
assumptions that lie behind this allegation: assumptions that directly affect the lives of a
large portion of the Wellesley community.
The charge made against Charles Bu, of “promoting the agenda of the Communist
Party,” stems from a belief that is all too familiar in American history. The belief that
people of Asian descent, by virtue of their race, cannot at heart be loyal citizens led
directly to the internment of 120,000 Japanese Americans after Pearl Harbor on the
grounds of national security. The majority of them were U.S. citizens; many were
young children. Historians have since shown that there was no basis for the charge that
Japanese Americans would have spied for the Japanese government. Nevertheless, these
persons were deprived of their rights, their property, and their dignity on the basis of
such reasoning. More recently, the case of the Taiwanese-American scientist Wen-Ho
Lee, wrongfully accused of espionage for the Chinese government, jailed and put into
solitary confinement, reminds us of this truth: that accusations of disloyalty are the most
pervasive, and the most dangerous form of hostile treatment that Asian Americans as a
group continue to face today.
We are deeply troubled by the implication contained in an email sent to all faculty on
Oct. 22 (see below) that an Asian American who disagrees with one particular faculty
member’s political beliefs is not in control of his or her own actions or words, and is
merely an instrument of a foreign regime. According to this line of “reasoning,” any
faculty or student at Wellesley of Asian descent who does not actively identify him or
herself as an anti-Communist dissident and supporter of one particular political project,
stands under suspicion of being a disloyal American.
Such words and behavior, whether intended or not, are creating a dangerous and toxic
environment at Wellesley for members of our community of widely varying backgrounds
and convictions, and most of all for those who are of Asian descent. If unchallenged, they
are likely to damage our reputations and our lives, and the reputations and lives of our
students and our children. We wish to make clear that we reject such pernicious forms of
thought.

Signed:
Yoon Sun Lee
Jim Kodera
Karen Shih
Anastasia Karakasidou
Marty Magid
Marianne Moore
Barbara Beatty
Kaye Peterman
Takis Metaxas
Catia Confortini
Megan Kerr
Paul Fisher
Hahrie Han
Wini Wood
Phil Hirschhorn
Phil Kohl
Mingwei Song
Alan Shuchat
Bill Joseph

Flick Coleman
David Haines
Sun-Hee Lee
Ellen Widmer
Margery Sabin
Nancy Hall
Tak Matsusaka
Pat Giersch
Eve Zimmerman
Yu Jin Ko
Joy Renjilian-Burgy
Michael Jeffries
Elena Creef
David Teng-Olsen
Flavia Laviosa
David Ward
Margaret Carroll
Salem Mekuria
Roxanne Euben

* “Certainly [Bu] had the right to do [question Xia’s record], but so too did those of
us who were defending Xia have the right to ask the question of Bu’s actions: cui bono?
I will leave it to readers to surmise whether such actions, whatever else Professor Bu
thought he was doing, constitute acts of agency on Professor Bu’s part, and whom they
benefitted. It certainly was not my colleague and co-author, Dr. David Yeliang Xia.” (Tom
Cushman, email communication to all faculty, Oct. 22, 2014, emphasis added)
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WHAT’S HAPPENING
Midday Jazz Muse:
David Harris and Triarky
Thursday, Oct. 30 at 12:30 p.m.
Jewett Art Center Auditorium
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“Wellesley World Cup” celebrates
cultures through food and performance

College Night: MFA After Dark
Thursday, Oct. 30 at 7:30 p.m
Museum of Fine Arts, Boston
Classical Faculty in Concert
Sunday, Nov. 2 at 7 p.m.
Jewett Art Center Auditorium
Cole Fellow Solo Exhibition: Dunnage
Monday, Nov. 3 at 9 a.m.
Jewett Art Center Art Gallery

ARTS IN THE NEWS
By KAT MALLARY ’17
Arts Editor
MUSEUMS
The Picasso Museum reopened this
week following renovations that more than
doubled its size. The renovations, finished
years past the predicted completion date,
have been notorious for the intrigue
they’ve inspired. The museum, housed in a
Baroque mansion, needed a progressively
larger budget that resulted in, if anything,
slower renovations. These roadblocks
inspired dramatic firings, including that of
Anne Baldassari, the museum’s director,
among a host of other intra-museum drama.
However, anxious crowds still swarmed
the sidewalks in front of the museum in
anticipation of the public opening this past
Saturday to see the over 400 works by
Picasso on display.
FOLK ART
Hedy Pagremanski, 85, of New York
City, has finished more than 80 of her
cityscapes, which have quickly become
more than paintings: now, they’re public
history. Pagremanski paints only buildings
bound to be demolished, making her works
both valuable for their artistic quality, as
well as for the fact that they preserve a
New York that is rapidly disappearing. Her
most recent work, featuring two tenementstyle buildings, began after word got out
that they were also set to be torn down.
The two buildings, at 400 and 402 Grand
Street, were part of a 1.9 million squarefoot development called “Essex Crossing,”
which will replace the brick with towers
rising from boxy, modernist glass and
metal bases.
CINEMA
A new film from director Vishal Bhardwaj,
known for making classic Shakespeare
stories into modern Bollywood films, has
generated fierce controversy in India. The
film, called “Haider,” is a loose adaptation
of “Hamlet,” set in Kashmir during the
1990s. The movie, despite being the most
contentious movie of the year, has also
become one of the most acclaimed. In
particular, the film drew an intense reaction
on social media from Hindu nationalists,
who called for a boycott, claiming that it
sympathized with terrorists and justified
ethnic cleansing. However, journalists
in India’s national media praised the
film, saying that it was a highly effective
reimagination of Shakespeare.
Although a thriller movie about a
mathematician might seem highly unlikely,
“The Imitation Game,” hits theaters Nov.
28. The film stars Benedict Cumberbatch
as Alan Turing, the British logician who
worked to decipher a German naval code
known as Enigma using the earliest digital
computers which were based on his idea
for a “universal machine.” The director of
“The Imitation Game,” Morten Tyldum,
uses plenty of devices to raise the stakes in
this mathematical thriller, including scenes
of wartime carnage, montages of the codebreaking machine beginning to work and
flashbacks to Turing’s time as a bullied and
alienated child. Although the film takes
liberties with the historical record, it stays
true to certain key points: the strategic
value of cracking the Enigma cipher, and
the tragic persecution Turing faced after
the war due to his sexual orientation.

BIANCA PICHAMUTHU ’16, PHOTOGRAPHY EDITOR

Seniors from Slater dance together during the final performance of the Slater International Culture Show on Friday.
By DANNI ONDRASKOVA ’18
Assistant Opinions Editor
Small soccer balls and multicolored
light equipment were carefully placed
on the edge of the Jewett auditorium’s
stage last Friday evening. The stage’s
black backdrop consisted of a soccer
ball logo of the “Wellesley 2014 World
Cup” surrounded by quote bubbles with
the phrase “I won” written in different
languages from around the world.
“Good evening everyone. Welcome
to the World Cup-Slater style!” shouted
Slater vice president Mashiwat Mahbub
’15 as she and the rest of the Slater
executive board kicked mini soccer balls
into the packed audience to kick off the
annual Slater International Culture Show.
She continued by explaining the reason
for the World Cup theme: the FIFA
World Cup did not have all countries
represented in its competition.
“So we decided to have our own World
Cup, and it will be better because nobody
loses, there are no qualifications and
everyone is represented,” Mahbub said.
She then explained the format of the
tournament. The World Cup featured
two hours of performances and a
30-minute intermission during which
audience members could taste cuisine
from around the world. Slater also
collected donations for Doctors Without
Borders, an international organization
that is helping fight the Ebola outbreak
in West Africa.
The first performance was a rousing
dance from Slater’s executive board,
who were clad in black jerseys, with
the Wellesley 2014 World Cup logo
and brightly-colored pants and shorts.

Their dance was followed by the
cultural fashion show, which divided
the contestants and their countries into
groups in a similar format to that of the
FIFA World Cup. The students wearing
clothing from different countries were
pitted against each other in a friendly
competition. The opponents danced
with each other and held hands. When
the mustached representatives of France
and Italy took to the stage, the audience
burst out laughing. In the spirit of Slater,
everyone won the competition.
The first-year international dance
took place shortly thereafter. Students
of the Class of 2018 from different
cultures joined together in performing
a breathtaking Soran Bushi dance,
depicting the daily lives of Japanese
fishermen. The students were clad in
beautiful blue costumes with Japanese
calligraphy on them. An Ethiopian dance
gave the audience a sampling of five
Ethiopian ethnic groups. Wellesley On
Tap dazzled viewers with their rendition
of “Audition” from 42nd Street, which
was altered to be the tryout song of the
tournament. The group wore soccer
uniforms with their tap-dancing shoes.
Slater soon followed by showing a
slideshow of the many highlights and
lowlights of the past year. The audience
was later released for intermission. A
long line wound to the front entrance of
Jewett. Viewers had the opportunity to
taste delicious ethnic foods like baklava
and vegetable samosas.
The show returned with an incredible
performance by Harvard Bhangra, which
fused hip-hop music with the Punjabi
folk dance. They were followed by a

class act from Aiko, which, through
energetic drumming and dance, told the
story of a Japanese sea god transforming
into a dragon. A fascinating performance
from the Wellesley Belly Dance Society
followed. Anita Li ’15 next offered
an incredible Chinese ribbon dance,
moving with such fluidity and skill that
the ribbon enveloping her looked like
colorful liquid.
The audience then was transported to
Neverland through Wushu’s entertaining
narration of the story of Peter Pan and
Captain Hook through modern martial
arts. The organization put together an
incredible performance featuring the
two main characters, other pirates on the
ship, an aggressive crocodile and Tinker
Bell. The performance culminated in a
riveting duel between Captain Hook and
Peter Pan, complete with flips and sparks
from clashing swords.
In the second to last act, Victoria Yu
’16 fused 1920’s European jazz with
a popular Chinese opera song in her
rendition of “If Without You.” She
perfectly captured the timelessness of her
song through her sassy tone and beautiful
voice. She ended her performance to
thundering applause. Seniors from Slater
gave the final performance by dancing
to a mashup of popular contemporary
songs. They then gathered on the stage
to see a slideshow of the golden class’
experiences at Slater over the years.
Overall, Slater held a very successful
Wellesley World Cup. The event was
an excellent opportunity to make bonds
with other cultures, learn about other
traditions and see some of Wellesley
College’s premier performers.

David Fincher delivers dark thrills
and uneasy ending in “Gone Girl”
By JESSICA YUNG ’17
Contributing Writer

David Fincher’s film adaptation of the novel “Gone Girl” is
as exciting as a murder-mystery thriller gets. In other words,
to watch this film is to ensure two-and-a-half hours of a nail
biting, chilling and at times even sickening experience.
At first, the film seems like a game of Clue. Nick Dunne
comes home to find a coffee table overturned, glass shattered
on the floor and his beautiful housewife, Amy, missing. And
like most murder mysteries, the ominous undertone is urgently
asking us who, where and why?
Yet, what’s interesting about the film is that it mimics many
tropes of classic murder thrillers — an unoriginal crime scene,
a fake death, predictably duplicitous characters — without
seeming derivative. Instead, “Gone Girl” places them in a fresh
order, shedding light on problems much more complex and
deep-rooted than murder: insecurity, competition and power
roles in relationships.
[Warning: This section of the review contains spoilers.]
One example of this is the way Fincher portrays his two
protagonists, Nick and Amy. Like Alfred Hitchcock’s Vertigo,
the film has a twist in the middle, separating the movie into
two very different stories, allowing each spouse a chance to be
the “bad” one. In the first, incriminating clues point to Nick as
the archetypal murderous husband. He becomes the uncaring
spouse that not only spends his wife’s wealth, but also resents
her for it. He cheats on her, abuses her and neglects her. In the
second story, however, Amy, or “Crazy Amy” as Nick calls her,

adopts an evil role equally as predictable for a woman. Rather
than being the submissive victim, she assumes the power role
as the manipulative and unhinged wife seeking revenge against
Nick for their unsatisfying marriage.
Even though these characteristics of Nick and Amy arguably
have been overdone, they are still done well in that they are both
unnerving to watch, either in their coldness or in their intensity.
And, nonetheless, the film still does something unique: It
doesn’t characterize only the wife as the manipulative and
vindictive woman or only the husband as the unsympathetic
and violent man, but instead characterizes both of them as
villains of their own gender. Immediately, it’s obvious that this
murder-mystery film isn’t focusing on the death of a person but
rather, the death of a marriage, for which both Nick and Amy
are responsible.
What’s most thrilling about “Gone Girl” isn’t a twist ending
(or even a satisfying ending) that an audience would expect
from a mystery film. In fact, it ends inconclusively, leaving us
with an unclear verdict on whether Nick and Amy stay together
or not. The uneasy ending, then, is one that is hard to shake,
lingers long after the film is finished and follows you on the
way home.
Fincher’s collaboration with the novel’s author, Gillian
Flynn, fully realizes the psychological complexity of the story,
exposing the American household in all its imperfection. “Gone
Girl” reveals the jealousy, competitiveness and dissatisfaction
in modern marriage and charges it with blood and violence,
leaving us with a film that sends chills very, very close to home.
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Legendary designer Oscar
de La Renta dies at 82
By MICHELLE LEE ’17
Assistant Arts Editor

COURTESY OF TAYLOR D’ANDREA ’14

PETER PAN | UPSTAGE PERFORMANCE
This past week, Wellesley’s Upstage Theater Company performed their
rendition of Peter Pan at the Ruth Nagel Jones Theatre. The production
was a great success, attracting a large audience. The event was directed by
Carrington O’Brion ’15.
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The world mourned the loss of a prominent
figure in the fashion industry this past week.
On Monday, Oct. 20, Oscar de la Renta
passed away from cancer, leaving behind
the memory of his iconic designs and
impeccable style. Oscar de la Renta was not
only a legendary designer in the clothing
industry, but also a philanthropist, socialite
and a dear friend of a Wellesley alumna,
Hillary Clinton.
Oscar’s climb towards international
success started out in a middle class family
on a Caribbean island. The Dominican
Republic-born boy left his home at the age
of 18 to study art in Spain; however, his
path was turned towards the fashion industry
when his talent was recognized by the U.S.
Ambassador to Spain at the time. De la
Renta’s first gown design was worn by the
ambassador’s daughter and featured in Life
magazine. At that moment, the young man
launched with high velocity into the strange
and exciting realm of high fashion.
Though new to Europe, de la Renta
obtained an internship under the renowned
Cristóbal Balenciaga, whom he considered
his mentor, and later at the House of LanvinCastillo in France. His keen eye for detail
and refined concept of style and elegance fit
perfectly with the turbulent industry of everchanging fashion. He knew exactly what
women wanted to look like, and perfected
the means to achieve it. De la Renta’s success
was largely accredited to his designs, but his
social prowess also played a key role. His
genuine kindness but fierce ambitions led
him overseas where he took over the Jane
Derby fashion house in America, and later,
the French house of Balmain.
Many have praised de la Renta’s designs

for their dramatic play on bold colors and
their feminine elegance and charm. Among
those who’ve admired and donned his dresses
are the first ladies of America, including
Hillary Clinton, Laura Bush and Michelle
Obama. He once said, “Fashion is nonpolitical and non-partisan,” which evidently
proved true when both Hillary Clinton and
Laura Bush selected de la Renta to create
their inaugural ball gowns. De la Renta
helped cultivate Clinton’s infamous pant
suit style, maintaining a conservative look
while staying fashionable. More recently,
he designed an iconic, autographed dress
worn by Sarah Jessica Parker for the 2014
Met Gala, and, as his last work, the wedding
gown of Amal Clooney, George Clooney’s
wife. His works have made appearances on
countless occasions ranging from political
cocktail parties to major red carpet events;
his death marked the end of an unforgettable
lifetime of achievement.
Many of de la Renta’s enthusiasts publicly
mourned his death on various forms of
social media in the past week. Singer Taylor
Swift grieved at the death of “her favorite
designer” on Twitter, model Karlie Kloss
instagrammed a picture of her with the
designer and the Clintons said they “lost a
dear friend.” Editor-in-chief of Vogue Anna
Wintour recounted sentimental memories she
and the designer shared together. An official
statement was released by de la Renta’s
stepdaughter and son-in-law describing his
passing: “He died exactly as he lived: with
tremendous grace, great dignity and very
much on his own terms.”
At 82, de la Renta fulfilled a life brimming
with international recognition. Though he
is no longer with us today, his vivid prints,
elegant necklines and historically iconic
gowns have collectively influenced the
fashion industry indefinitely.
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ATHLETE OF THE WEEK
NATHALIE GRUET ’15
have to be responsible for what comes
with it, and I wouldn’t change it any
other way.

By ALICE LIANG ’16
Co-Editor-in-Chief
Nathalie Gruet ’15, from nearby
Acton, Massachusetts, has been playing
field hockey since junior high. As center
middie for Wellesley, she was named
NEWMAC Field Hockey Offensive
Player of the Week in September,
leading the Blue to several victories this
season. The Boston Globe noted her
performance on Oct. 12 for her then lead
in NEWMAC with 39 points; she now
has 46 on the season.
Field hockey most recently finished an
undefeated 8-0 season in the NEWMAC
after a 4-0 victory over MIT last Tuesday
and 4-1 over Clark this past Saturday.
The Blue now stands at 15-2 overall.
Besides playing field hockey for the
Blue, Gruet also maintains a demanding
academic schedule as a political science
and economics double major. She
recently sat down with The Wellesley
News to discuss balancing her time as
a student athlete, bonding with the team
and her love of the sport.
A.L.: What has been the most
memorable moment for you so far this
season?
N.G.: I have so many memorable
moments. But one in particular: We
just found out that we just clenched our
league, so that was a huge and definitely
memorable moment. Another vivid
memory I have is, as a team, we went
went to one of our teammate’s houses
along the beach, and we spent the
weekend there. That was such a great
time off the field. The overall season is
something that’s been really great. Our
team is really close to one another. One
thing I’ll never forget is that I’ve gotten
hit by the ball so much this season, which
is not the norm. I got hit in the chin and
split my chin open, so that’s something
I’ll remember.
A.L.: So you mentioned the house, but
are there other ways you and the team
bond off the field?
N.G.: Off the field, our team is very
close to each other. We all joke like,
“We have no other friends except for
each other!” We’re not upset about that;
we kind of put that on ourselves. While
other teams have to bond, and we don’t
have to. We naturally are like, “Want to
watch a movie together?” I think that’s
something really unique to our team.
But after victories, if it’s a home game
we have a tailgate with our friends and

COURTESY OF ALEX BERMAN

families. If it’s an away game, we’ll
just come back and relax and hang out.
And we have a victory song. This past
summer, our field hockey team went
abroad and played for a week in Holland,
and while there we got to see the world
cup for field hockey, which was huge.
There, they had this song playing, and
it was really catchy, and that’s our song
now. In Holland, field hockey is like
second nature to everyone, so we were
like, “What? A song about field hockey?
That’s never the case!”
A.L.: What else did the team do on the
trip to Holland? Does it happen every
year?
N.G.: The whole team went except
for the freshman who joined this year,
including one of the seniors from last
year. That’s part of the reason why we’re
so close; we’ve been playing together for
so long. We played against three other
club teams who were really good. We
played against a group of 16-year-old
girls who were really good, then a team
that was about our age, then another one
with people our age and a few people
older than us. Then we got to mingle
with them. There after a game, you have
a meal or a drink with the team. It’s more
of a social context, so we got to meet
them and got to tour around the area. We
also went to Belgium for a day, which
was a lot of fun. This was the first time
we’ve done it. We got a new coach my
first year, so after she came we were able
to start that. But hopefully it’ll become a
thing every four years or so.
A.L.: So you presented at Tanner this

UPCOMING MATCHES
Wednesday, Oct. 29
Field Hockey vs. UMass
Dartmouth
4 p.m.
Saturday, Nov. 1
Fencing @ NEIFC Fall
Invitational at Smith
8:30 a.m.
Squash vs. Virginia @
Harvard
9 a.m.
Rugby vs. MIT
10:30 a.m.
Cross Country @
NEWMAC Championships
12 p.m.
Soccer vs. Springfield
1 p.m

year for your internship at the State
Department. What kinds of influences
from the sport do you think carry over to
your professional career?
N.G.: Athletics has helped me a lot with
my time management and my approach
towards things. In the workplace and I
think even at Wellesley, the time you
put into things is the time you get out
of it. In sports, that’s definitely the case.
An example of that is in the summer,
we have a fitness packet we have to
do. It stinks, but if we want to have a
successful season, it’s what we need to
do. When our team does that, we end up
doing well, which is why we have it. I
think that’s how I translate just a small
thing like that to the workplace. If I have
an assignment, I’m going to do it well
because that’s the product of it. And I
think at Wellesley everyone is motivated
and very smart, but we don’t get that
many opportunities to work together. In
the workplace, there’s not going to be
many times you’re working by yourself.
You’re going to have to collaborate a lot,
so being on a team has provided me with
a lot of opportunities and experiences,
like having to overcome small little
conflicts and using effective forms of
communication, which is something
really applicable and necessary that you
can’t learn in the classroom.
A.L.: As a student athlete at Wellesley,
how do you balance your commitment to
the team and to your schoolwork?
N.G.: It’s tough, and it’s gotten easier
over the years, but definitely in season
my life is field hockey and studying. But
at the end of the day it’s my choice, so I

Volleyball vs. Springfield
1 p.m.
Squash vs. Smith @
Harvard
5 p.m.
Swimming & Diving @
New England Invitational
TBA
Wednesday, Nov. 5
Celtics “College Night” vs.
Toronto @ TD Garden
tickets starting at $20
7:30 p.m.

A.L.: The season is ending soon, but
what are your goals for the rest of the
season, whether for you or the team?
N.G.: Team goals and personal goals
go hand in hand. Personal goals come
with doing well as a team. As a team,
my dream, our team goal would be to get
to the [NCAA] Final Four, but that’s by
no means an easy task. Keeping a more
short hand perspective would be to win
NEWMACs and to reach where we were
last year. Last year we made it to the
[NCAA] Elite Eight.
A.L.: Do you plan on playing after
college?
N.G.: I think my body needs a little
bit of a break. It hasn’t hit me yet, that
this is my last season. I don’t think it’ll
hit me until I can’t come back next year.
But I think I’ll keep playing or try to stay
involved in some way, whether coaching
or playing in an adult women’s league. I
love playing team sports, so I definitely
want to do something with it.
A.L.: What will you miss most about
field hockey?
N.G.: I think I’ll miss most my
teammates, because that’s the reason
why I play at the end of the day.
Having wrapped up conference play,
field hockey will play UMass-Dartmouth
today at 4 p.m. at home. To follow will
be NEWMAC championships on the
weekend of Nov. 8 and 9.

BOSTON SPORTS UPDATE
By LAURA BRINDLEY ’16
Staff Writer

Squash vs. Mount Holyoke
@ Harvard
1 p.m.

A.L.: How do you think you’ve
changed since joining the team?
N.G.: I’ve improved a lot as a player
in just how I play and my skill set. My
high school team was very close, and
my freshman year it was hard for me to
be part of part of another team because
my best friends from home were all on
my field hockey team. At Wellesley at
first, it was very different and hard for
me to get accustomed to. But I think in
realizing that now in my senior year,
our team is so close, and it feels very
similar. So I think with patience and
understanding that things change year to
year, it’s different each year as you just
take on a different role. From freshman
year to senior year, my responsibility
levels and expectations have changed,
too.

Bruins (NHL)
Though the Bruins had a rocky start to their season,
losing three games in a row during the first two
weeks of play, they handily defeated the Toronto
Maple Leafs 4-1 in Toronto on Saturday. The
clear MVP for the Bruins was defenseman Dougie
Hamilton, who had two assists and one goal.
Saturday’s victory over Toronto gives the Bruins
a 5-5-0 record and puts them in fourth place in the
Atlantic Division of the Eastern Conference. The
Bruins will face the Minnesota Wild at TD Garden
in Boston on Tuesday, and will travel to Buffalo,
NY to play the Buffalo Sabres on Thursday.
Celtics (NBA)
The Celtics begin their season today against
the Brooklyn Nets at TD Garden in Boston. The
Celtics finished a solid preseason with a 5-3
record, which ranked them third in the preseason
standings for the Atlantic Division of the Eastern
Conference behind the Toronto Raptors and the
Brooklyn Nets. Despite being ranked one spot
behind Brooklyn, the Celtics defeated the Nets last
Wednesday 100-86 and the previous Sunday 9590. As the Celtics look to maintain their perfect
record against Brooklyn, key players to watch will
be Brandon Bass, Avery Bradley, Jeff Green and
Jared Sullinger.
Patriots (NFL)
The Patriots defeated the Chicago Bears on
Sunday 51-23 at Gillette Stadium to head into
the eighth week of the season leading the AFC

East with a 6-2 record. Patriots quarterback Tom
Brady contributed one of the best performances
of his career, throwing five touchdowns, no
interceptions, and a total of 354 passing yards.
Brady threw three of his touchdown passes to
receiver Rob Gronkowski, and added one each to
receiver Brandon LaFell and tight end Tim Wright.
Sunday marked the Patriots’ fourth straight win
as they hope to keep the momentum going into
this Sunday afternoon’s game against the Denver
Broncos at Gillette Stadium.
Revolution (MLS)
The New England Revolution picked up another
victory in their final regular season match over
Toronto FC on Saturday. The Revolution topped
Toronto 1-0 thanks to MVP candidate Lee Nguyen’s
goal in the 36th minute.While the Revolution was
thrilled with the play, Toronto fans questioned the
legitimacy of Nguyen’s goal because Revolution
midfielder Jermaine Jones passed the ball to
midfielder Chris Tierney, who appeared to be in
an offside position as the play developed. Tierney
then dished the ball to Nguyen, who scored the
sole point of the game. Although the linesman
saw that Tierney was in an offside position, the
referee never blew the whistle, so the goal stood.
The Revolution will end the regular season ranked
second in the Eastern Conference behind D.C.
United with a record of 17-13-4. Their success
landed the team a spot in the playoffs, where they
will host their first post-season match at Gillette
Stadium on Nov. 9 against a to-be-determined
third place Eastern Conference opponent.
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Wellesley Fresh cooks recipes from home on campus

Dining halls feature several vegan and vegetarian dishes this year
By XUEYING CHEN ’16
Co-Editor-in-Chief

The aroma of pumpkin muffins, minted
green risotto and minestrone au potiron
greeted students in dining halls last
Wednesday as chefs cooked these dishes
for the “Recipes from Home” event.
Wellesley Fresh received about 30
recipes from both students and parents
for the event this year. According to
Cherie Tyger, food service director at AVI
Foodsystems, Wellesley Fresh tries to
make every suggestion they receive from
students. They received recipes for all
types of dishes from entrees to salads to
soups. The number of recipe submissions
fluctuate from year to year, so the dining
halls may offer the same menu if there are
a limited number of submissions.
Dishes that appeared in multiple dining
halls last Wednesday included Sheridan’s
Salad submitted by Sheridan McKisick ’15
and three entrees from Ilana Meeker ’17:
curried kale and chickpeas, polenta with
asparagus and chickpeas and spaghetti
squash.
Sheridan’s Salad consisted of a rich
mix of green beans, sweet and black-eyed
peas, corn, pimento peppers, celery, green
peppers and celery, drizzled with a simple
dressing of white vinegar, sugar, salt and
vegetable oil.
All five dining halls on campus served
her salad for the night. McKisick thought
the Bae Pao Lu Chow dining hall, where
she ate that night recreated the recipe well.
Stone-Davis also recreated the recipe. Her
mother makes the salad every few months,
and they’ve had the recipe in their family
since she was born.
All three of Meeker’s recipes consisted
of large amounts of garlic and chickpeas,
her two favorite ingredients. Meeker was

SOOJIN JEONG ’17, PHOTOGRAPHY EDITOR

Students try a new dessert dish at Tower during the Recipes from Home event on Oct. 22.
impressed with the kale and chickpea dish
served at the Stone-Davis and Bae Pao Lu
Chow dining halls and noticed how much
other students enjoyed it.
Unfortunately, because she maintains a
vegan diet, Meeker wasn’t able to eat her
own suggested dish because the chef at Bae
Pao Lu Chow diverted from the recipe by
adding heavy cream. She thought that the
other two dishes, polenta with asparagus
and chickpeas and spaghetti squash, were
too watery. The spaghetti squash turned
into a soup rather than spaghetti. Pomeroy
served the polenta dish, while the spaghetti
squash appeared in Pomeroy and Tower.
Nevertheless, Meeker used to cook these
dishes at home every week or so and really
appreciated that the dining halls offered

them.
“I come from a long line of home chefs,
and it seems that the gene has gotten passed
down to me. I love cooking gluten-free,
vegan and clean meals — meaning none
of them have any processed ingredients,”
Meeker said.
Lia’s walnut burgers also appeared in
Pomeroy with Meeker’s vegan dishes.
Emily Neel’s family found a recipe for the
perfect homemade veggie burger online
for Neel’s vegetarian sister. The other
recipes they tried lacked in flavor and
consistency. Neel thought the flavor and
texture of the walnut burger was probably
a struggle for the dining halls to replicate.
“I think they did the best they could for
providing it to a large mass of people, but

at home I really enjoy thinner patties with
lots of garlic and larger cheese and walnut
chunks,” Neel said,
Zoe Peeler ’17 had a pleasant surprise
when she learned that her mother had
submitted a recipe for one of her favorite
soups: fire-roasted tomato bisque. She
thought the dining hall achieved the same
taste of the delicious bisque her mother
cooks back home. The bisque appeared in
every dining hall except for Bae Pao Lu
Chow.
“My mom has been using the recipe
for a few years now — it was an instant
success when she first made it, and she’s
made it at least once or twice for me every
time I travel back home,” Peeler said.
Some of these students may see their
recipes appear in the dining halls again
very soon. Wellesley Fresh integrates
recipes that receive particularly positive
feedback from the student body into future
menus.
“I always like to say that we have an
interactive dining program and I am really
proud to be a part of it. The feedback we
receive is invaluable and it is how we
create and shape our dining program,”
Tyger said. “The ‘Recipes from Home’
event is no different.”
Wellesley Fresh is currently still
planning its winter menu, so Tyger cannot
say which recipes they will feature again.
“I can, however, guarantee that you will
definitely see some of these recipes on the
winter menus,” Tyger said.
They plan on bringing the event back in
the spring semester due to its popularity
and are advertising for more recipe
submissions. Students and parents who
would like to see a favorite home-cooked
dish on campus should submit their recipes
to www.wellesleyfresh.com/recipes-fromhome.html.

THIS WEEK IN SPORTS
By ANNA CAHILL ’18
Sports and Wellness Editor
VOLLEYBALL
Wellesley 0, Amherst 3; Wellesley 1, Tufts 3;
Wellesley 0, Bowdoin 3
The Blue travelled to Amherst College on Friday night
for their first game of the Hall of Fame Tournament hosted
by Amherst and Smith College. The 16-team tournament
featured strong competition as Wellesley fell to Amherst,
Tufts and Bowdoin, each boasting top-ten regional NCAA
rankings. After a tough 0-3 loss to Amherst on Friday,
the Blue battled with Tufts in their first of two matches
Saturday. The Blue came out on top after the first set 2725, but dropped the next two, falling 2-1 to the Jumbos
entering the match’s final set. Despite a season-high 20
kills from Sydney Carfagno ’15 and a strong performance
from Maddie Koh ’17, who dished out 34 assists and six
digs, the Blue couldn’t pull off the upset, losing a tight
25-23 final set and ending the match 1-3 to the Jumbos.
In Wellesley’s final match of the tournament, Taylor Jais
’17 finished with a team-high 18 digs complemented
by Carfagno’s match-high ten kills in a 3-0 loss to the
Bowdoin Bears. Carfagno earned all-tournament team
honors for the Blue, who will wrap up the regular season
this Saturday against Springfield.
SOCCER
Wellesley 0, Smith 0; Wellesley 1, Coast Guard 1
Despite a 12-3 advantage in shots on goal, the Blue
remained scoreless after 110 minutes of play in their 0-0
tie at Smith on Saturday. The offensive effort was lead by
forward Juliette Fry ’16 who finished the game with six
shots followed by Maddie Carlborg ’17, Darlene Dang
’16, Sumner Hanula ’17 and Melise Knowles ’18 who each
added two. Goalkeeper Claire Cerda ’15 racked up her
fifth shutout of the season for the Blue, who stand at 8-7-4
overall after a tie with Coast Guard on Tuesday. Wellesley
will play their final regular season game this Saturday at 1
p.m. against NEWMAC opponent Springfield.
FIELD HOCKEY
Wellesley 4, Clark 1
Wellesley field hockey completed their sweep of
NEWMAC opponents in the regular season after a 4-1 win
over Clark on Saturday, securing their top seed entering
the tournament next week and lifting their 15-2 overall
record. The Blue, who hold a no. 10 NCAA ranking, led a
balanced offense scoring two goals per half. Anissa Sridhar
’16 initiated the offense with a goal assisted by Courtney
Peterson ’17 5:17 into the game, only to be levelled by the
Cougars at the 11:00 mark. Alex Azzi ’15 gave Wellesley
the go-ahead off an assist from Nikki Sharkin ’17 and
the Blue never looked back, piling on two more goals in

COURTESY OF MILES ROBERTS

Team captains Emma Reuder ’15 and Loren Lock ’16 celebrate after Wellesley placed first in the Seven Sisters
Championship this weekend for the sixth year in a row.
the second half from seniors Nathalie Gruet and Meghan
Peterson. Goalkeeper Lucy Hurlock ’17 tallied two saves
to earn the win for the Blue, who will finish up their regular
season against UMass Dartmouth this afternoon.
TENNIS
Wellesley 1, Babson 5
Wellesley tennis wrapped up their fall season earlier
than hoped as the Blue fell 5-1 to third seed Babson in
the NEWMAC semi-finals on Saturday. After a tight 5-4
loss to Wellesley earlier in the month, the hosting Beavers
came out strong, topping the Blue in two of three doubles
matches and proceeding to win every singles match of the
contest. Doubles pair Andjela Stojkovic ’17 and Caroline
Hsu ’18 were the only players to pick up wins for the Blue.
Lone senior Sojung Lee played at the number one singles
spot, falling to Babson’s Yagmur Akgul 6-4, 6-2 in the
first of the singles matches. At the number 5 and 6 singles
positions, Samantha Stone ’17 and Dasha Kostikina ’17
fell to their Babson counterparts to give Babson a total of
5 wins to secure their advance into the NEWMAC finals.
In the loss, the Blue finished what has been a strong fall
season, finishing 7-1 against conference opponents before
the tournament and 8-3 overall.
CREW
Wellesley 1st in Seven Sisters Championship
The Blue brought home their sixth straight Seven Sisters
Championship on Sunday, defeating Simmons, Mount

Holyoke, Smith and Bryn Mawr on the Charles River.
Wellesley dominated the field, winning the Varsity 8, 2nd
Varsity 8, Novice 8 and 2nd Novice 8 races and outscored
runner-up Mount Holyoke by ten points in the team results.
The Blue’s Varsity 8 boat finished with a regatta-best time
of 15:39, only one minute ahead of the Blue’s 2nd Varsity
8. The Blue’s Novice 8’s also recorded commanding wins,
earning eight points each towards Wellelsey’s team total.
It was the 2nd Novice 8 boat that finished with the largest
margin of victory, crossing the line 1:21 ahead of Mount
Holyoke. Four Wellesley crew members were named to
the All Regatta Team including Sahar Ibrahim ’16 from
Varsity 8, Emma Reuder ’15 from 2nd Varsity 8, Stephanie
Kim ’18 at coxswain and Lauren Bazley ’18 on novice.
The Championship concluded the Blue’s fall schedule
until they next hit the water for competition in March.
RUGBY
Wellesley 26, Framingham State University 0
Wellesley rugby maintained their perfect 4-0 record
in another shutout at Framingham State University on
Sunday. The Blue held off the Rams while attacking with
a balanced offense, recording four ties for five points each
and three conversion kicks for two points each. High-scorer
Tori Brown ’15 tallied two ties and Miranda Chinman ’16
and Alix Lewis ’16 added one each. Rounding out the
offense was Ari Rodriguez ’16 who executed all three
kick conversions. The Blue will host MIT this Saturday
at 10:30 a.m.

