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College to relocate
Regeneration plots
to campus

COURTESY OF GRACE LI ’17

The North 40 is home to many community gardens, including Regeneration student farm’s plots.
By NASREEN AL-QADI ’18
Assistant News Editor
Located on the North 40 are the community
gardens, which include one-eleventh-acre plots
leased out to Wellesley residents, as well as one
plot for Wellesley College’s farming organization,
Regeneration. Wellesley College has recently
announced that it is going to sell the North 40 and
that the offers for purchase are currently under
review. Both the College and Town of Wellesley
have voiced concerns as to the future of this
designated farming land.
Established in late 2006, Regeneration’s farm
has been growing a wide range of produce and
flowers, from kale to marigolds. It has fostered a
sense of community between the residents of the
town and college students attending the college by
interacting with Wellesley residents while farming.
Hoping to continue farming, Regeneration has
been in contact with the College regarding the
future of the land. Ben Hammond, vice president of
finance and administration, met with students from
Regeneration at the end of the last academic year to
discuss the future of the gardens after the sale of the
North 40. Hammond promised Regeneration a new
on-campus location for their farm that is suitable
for growing, pulling out maps to speak specifically
about where this location might be. Hammond has
explored some possible locations further but is yet
to meet with the members of Regeneration.
According to Co-Presidents Amy Isabelle ’17
and Grace Li ’17, Regeneration left the meeting
optimistic that the College was fully onboard and
most early uneasiness was settled. However, despite
the promise of a new location and the encouraging
meeting, Regeneration still has mixed feelings about
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the change.
“We were really happy with how our meeting with
Ben Hammond went, and I have generally been
happy with all my interactions with the people in
charge this. They have really listened to us. The one
thing I was a little disappointed in was the fact that
the whole situation is a little bit vague,” Isabelle
said.
Regeneration has also expressed concerns that
promises would not be followed through.
“[The administration] have been telling us things,
and promising us things, but it has not always been
super clear,” Li agreed.
Regeneration is also going through large
structural changes as an organization and have a
lot of adjustments to go through even outside the
selling of the North 40. This semester, there was
a lack of returning members for various reasons,
including study abroad programs, and so the current
presidents are taking advantage of the low member
count to reimagine the goals and internal structure
of Regeneration.
They also embrace the idea of moving to a more
convenient location on campus but worry the move
will cause a disconnect between the townspeople
and the students.
“It would be in our best interest to move on
campus, but at the same time the mission of our org
is to increase farming in the community, so we want
the people who are currently farming on that land
to have a place to continue farming,” Isabelle said.
Li also expressed her concern for losing the sense
of community the farms generated.
“Wellesley as a school doesn’t have a strong
relationship with the town, and often times I feel the
residents turn the other cheek,” Li said. “Having the
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NEWS IN BRIEF
By NASREEN AL-QADI ’18
Assistant News Editor
Boathouse to undergo renovations until mid-May
Wellesley alumna Alice Butler ’53 and her husband John
have funded the renovation of the College’s boathouse on
Lake Waban. The facility will be revamped and upgraded to
include a new main entry, a prep room, an improved shop
space, a new canoe and kayak room as well as extra storage.
The boathouse was first built in 1963 and since then has
not been renovated. It currently provides access to canoes,
paddle boats, sailboats and kayaks. The facility has been
used by the department of physical education, recreation and
athletics, including dorm crew and class crew competitions.
Butler was a member of her dorm crew during her time at
Wellesley. She and her husband remain fitness devotees.
The construction has begun and is expected to be complete
in mid-May. There are now alternate paths to the boathouse
that can be used until the renovations are complete.
Wellesley College awards 2014 Daniels fellowships
This year the Daniels fellowship was presented to four
senior projects, including one group project for the first
time. Claire Whitman, an architecture major, was awarded
the fellowship for her project which “employ[s] marble and
bronze manipulated with the lost wax process to create largescale facial features.” Michaela Fendrock, a geosciences
and astronomy major, was endorsed for her project, which
involves adapting an ancient magmatic system to produce
more detailed and accurate maps. This research will focus
on constructing detailed mapping and using improved
dating methods. Audrey Tran, a biochemistry and music
major, will use the funds to create an album of songs in
the form of vignettes based on her experience at Wellesley.
Finally, the group project to receive the award consisted
of six members — Ayana Aaron, Katie Barsotti, Adrienne
Ogle, Gladys Raygoza, Lilly Tyson and Abra White —
who are all cinema and media studies majors. They plan
on using the money to create a series of short films while
rotating production roles so each member gains a breadth
of experience. Each recipient will receive $3,500 to fund
their projects.
LTS to organize 3D printer training for students
Library and Technology Services installed new Makerbot
Replicator 2xs in Clapp Library last January. Jordan Tynes,
instructional technologist, will now be running 3D printer
training to make the Makerbots more accessible to all
Wellesley students. Previously, students interested in using
the printers could contact Tynes to help them with the 3D
printing process. After training, students will have open
access to the machines and will be able to print 3D models for
coursework or for personal projects. The training sessions
will be forty-five minute events that will train students on
using the 3D printers, as well as other electronic equipment.
The session will include safety instructions on how to use
the printers, which will allow students access to them on
their own. The first “Knapp Primer” will be on Thursday,
Nov. 20 from 4:30 p.m. to 5:15 p.m. A second session will
be held on Thursday, Dec. 4 from 12:30 p.m. to 1:15 p.m.
Students need only attend one session for authorization.
Wellesley hosts weekend-long event to mark Business
Leadership Council’s 25th Anniversary
This weekend marked Wellesley’s Business Leadership
Council (BLC)’s twenty-fifth anniversary. The council
hosted a series of events over the course of a couple of days
to involve Wellesley students who are interested in business
with the council’s members. Sessions included discussions
of the changing roles of women in business and a “speed
networking” panel. Over one hundred students attended the
event and met Wellesley alumnae who are current leaders
in a wide range of business ventures. The BLC was formed
in 1989 by Wellesley alumnae who shared executive and
leadership experience and who wanted to give back to the
College.
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SENATE REPORT
By EVELYN TAYLOR-MCGREGOR ’16
News Editor
Senators report results of OneCard expansion survey
A working group of senators and house council members presented
on the results of a survey sent out to the student body last semester
at Senate this past Monday. The survey consisted of 11 questions
about students priorities if the functionality of the OneCard was to
be expanded. Currently, Wellesley OneCards allow students access
to buildings, serve as ID, hold Flex Points and can hold money if a
student loads money onto the card online or at the Emporium. The
group that presented at Senate is looking into additional functions
that OneCard equivalents at other schools have. In particular, the
group is looking into using the OneCard at the Leaky Beaker, for
laundry in the residence halls and for Senate bus tokens or passes.
The survey results indicated that students are currently unaware
of all that the OneCard does. Most notably, students and most of
the senators are not aware that they can load money onto their
OneCard to be used at the Emporium, Collins Cafe and the Leaky
Beaker. Currently, Flex Points can only be used at the Emporium.
The group also discovered that Library and Technology Services
is currently looking into whether the OneCards could be used on
laundry machines in the future. However, most of the changes the
group looked into would require structural changes, such as altering
the OneCard itself, token machines or laundry machines. The group
stated that its main goal is to be able to present the administration
with what students’ priorities are in case the administration intends
to alter the OneCard in the future
SOAC updates senators on mid-semester updates
The Student Organizations and Activities Committee (SOAC)
received mid-semester updates from all organizatons on campus on
last month. College Government Vice President Charlotte Harris
’16 presented the update results. One hundred and twenty-nine
organizations submitted mid-semester updates; other organizations
either filed for exemption or have been fined. Harris stated that 71
percent of organizations have secretaries, 52 percent have publicity
chairs, 11 percent have lecture chairs, 15 percent have historians, 99
percent have presidents and 15 percent have senators. Organizations
have an average of around 23 regular members, not including the
executive board, although the number of total members ranged from
zero to 150 students. By Oct. 24, student organizations hosted 355
events. On average, each organization hosted nearly three events.
The median number of events and the mode number of events
hosted by an organization were both one. The mid-semester update
also asks presidents to list challenges their organization has faced
thus far in the semester. According to Harris, organizations reported
similar problems last year, which include membership retention and
leadership commitment. This week, SOAC will launch their “Do
Less” campaign, #doless, to encourage students to host fewer, but
more collaborative and higher-quality events.
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Student farmers question
future of community gardens

Continued from page 1

community garden as a bridge between us and
the community is really nice.”
Other Regeneration members feel similarly,
that the North 40 is inconvenient to farm on but
is worth it for the community-feel it generates
between the College and the town.
“It would be more convenient for us, but it
is also a matter of principle,“ Assistant Plot
Manager Charlotte Kaufman ’18 said.
Hammond does not see the community gardens
as a vital bridge between the Town and the
College compared to other relationships.
“The community gardens are one very small
piece of an overall relationship with the town,
and they directly impact about 50 individuals and
families,” Hammond said.
In terms of the plot owners themselves, they
will lose their plots of land with the sale of the
North 40, and with them, all the work they have
put into their gardens.
Town residents have already displayed heated
emotions regarding the North 40, so any decision
the College does make will come under scrutiny.
The Town residents who have plots on the North
40 are also more vocal on the issue because
unlike Regeneration, they don’t have other pieces
of land available for relocation.
This summer, the College notified the
owners of the plots that they could continue to
farm at least until the end of the 2015 season.
Hammond mentioned however, that the College
is considering buyers of the North 40 who wish
to use the space for sustainability purposes since
the College has a keen interest in environmental
commitments.
The College has a strong interest in sustainability
and stewarding open space, and has made clear
that they will give significant consideration to a
purchaser with a similar commitment. Hammond
emphasized that the request for proposal included
sustainable design and thoughtful environmental
aesthetics.
Regeneration members have seen the level
of investment some Wellesley residents have
put into their gardens and understand why they

Senators report on multicultural space
Last week, Senators were tasked with speaking to their constituents
about what multicultural space would mean at Wellesley. House
councils were asked to brainstorm ways in which they benefitted
from having a set place to meet and socialize and think about
how having a multicultural space might offer the same benefits.
Multiple senators returned to Senate with thoughtful responses
from their constituents. Senators reported that their constituents felt
that having multicultural space on campus would help students of
color feel safe, would legitimize the needs of students of color and
give cultural organizations a large space to hold events in without
having to compete with other organizations. Senators also discussed
the ways in which the current multicultural space, Billings 200, is
insufficient for all the students who would wish to use a multicultural
space on campus.

COURTESY OF AMY ISABELLE ’17

Student farmer Lauren Heller ’17 advertises
Regeneration at the org fair in September.
would be upset with the sale of the North 40 and
the loss of their current plots. There is a lengthy
wait list for farming plots that goes as far back
as 2008. However, in a complicated sale such as
the one the College has proposed, Regeneration
members understand it can be difficult to factor
in everyone’s circumstances.
In terms of the College’s plans, Hammond states
that landscaping is always a part of Wellesley’s
design plans. Several projects are73227
in progress
including the possibility of a “green roof.”

OUR FUNDS
HAVE A RECORD
LIKE A BROKEN RECORD.

Senators to publicize transportation options into Boston
After a senator brought up the editorial in last week’s issue of The
Wellesley News about the Senate bus Sunday schedule, Senators
discussed the current bus schedule and other transportation options
available to Wellesley students. Currently, the Senate bus runs every
two hours on Sunday. Previously, the bus went to the Riverside T
station on Sundays but now goes to Harvard, MIT and Comm. Ave.
One Senator suggested altering the schedule of the Senate bus to
concentrate bus times at the times when students are most likely in
need of transportation and when buses are most likely to be filled
up. Another Senator spoke about alternative transportation from
Wellesley, including an MBTA shuttle that stops at Alumnae Hall
and goes to the Riverside Green Line T station and the Commuter
Rail. Senators plan to publicize alternative transportation options
from Wellesley into Boston where students can easily access the
schedules and potentially look into the schedule of the Senate Bus.

TIAA-CREF was named Best Overall
Large Fund Company two years in a
row by the independent research firm
Lipper. See what our award-winning
performance can do for your financial
health. The sooner you act, the better.
1

2

Learn more in one click at
TIAA.org or call 855 200-7243.

POLICE BLOTTER
11/04/14 Injury 7:20 a.m. Casa Cervantes. The reporting person
(RP), a Wellesley College (WC) student, called to report another
student was injured and may require medical attention. Units were
dispatched to assist. Responding units requested an ambulance
respond to the scene. Wellesley Fire Department and American
Medical Response responded. The student was transported to
MetroWest Medical Center via AMR. Report filed. Case closed.

The Lipper Award is given to the group with the lowest average decile ranking of three years’
Consistent Return for eligible funds over the three-year period ended 11/30/12 and 11/30/13,
respectively. TIAA-CREF was ranked against 36 fund companies in 2012 and 48 fund companies
in 2013 with at least five equity, five bond, or three mixed-asset portfolios. TIAA-CREF Individual
& Institutional Services, LLC, and Teachers Personal Investors
Services Inc. C18456A ©2014 Teachers Insurance and
Annuity Association of America – College Retirement Equities
Fund (TIAA-CREF), 730 Third Avenue, New York, NY, 10017.

11/04/14 Illness 2:07 p.m. Pomeroy Hall. The RP, a WC staff
member, requested an ambulance for an employee who was not
feeling well and may require medical attention. Officers were
dispatched and an ambulance requested. The staff member was
transported to the MetroWest Medical Center in Natick via
ambulance. Report filed. Case closed.

Consider investment objectives, risks, charges and expenses carefully before investing. Go to tiaa-cref.org for
product and fund prospectuses that contain this and other
information. Read carefully before investing. 2 TIAA-CREF
funds are subject to market and other risk factors. Past
performance does not guarantee future results.

1

BEST OVERALL LARGE FUND COMPANY 1
The Lipper Awards are based on a review
of 36 companies’ 2012 and 48 companies’
2013 risk-adjusted performance.

5021A0002 C18456A BROKEN RECORD 5x7 BW Wellesly_1.indd
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Students express concerns about
leave of absence policy
By HAJIN PARK ’17
Staff Writer

Students indicated that they wanted the
College to make policies concerning mental health more transparent in a survery
College Government (CG) conducted last
semester. CG announced the results in Senate last week. The survey did not specifically look into what students did not know
about the College’s mental health policy.
One controversial aspect of the mental health policy concerns the College’s
guidelines in regards to student leaves of
absence. The policy on leaves of absence
and withdrawals is currently published online under the class deans’ page. The dean
of the students and the Dean of Students
Advisory Committee (DAC) primarily
address student leaves of absence. The
committee is comprised of directors of residential life, health services and counseling
services.
Students worried about having so many
parties involved in the process of reviewing the state of their mental and emotional
well-being, a very personal and sensitive
topic.
“Students may not be comfortable disclosing information to a third person, like a
dean, who is not a mental health counselor,
so it’s very likely that your dean doesn’t
know what’s happening since you might be
talking to other resources,” Ananya Ghemawat ’17 said.
Any student who has completed one semester at Wellesley can decide to request a

leave of absence. In the case of voluntary
leaves of absence, students must submit an
application online describing the purpose
of the leave and logistics for their return.
Then, a class dean and the DAC must approve their application.
Some students may face a mandatory leave of absence for various reasons,
which may be medical, financial or administrative. With a medically mandated
leave of absence, the DAC can deem that
a student needs time away from school to
address medical or mental health concerns.
Before the student can return, they must
produce a written statement to the director
of health services, and possibly the director
of counseling services at the Stone Center
as well, reiterating the reasons for their
leave of absence and explaining that they
are ready to return to school. The student
should also explain any accommodations
the might need upon returning to Wellesley.
The documentation is then reviewed by
the clinical team at the Stone Center and
the director of counseling services sends a
recommendation for a leave of absence to
the DAC. In some cases, the students must
allow their health care provider to release
any necessary medical information to the
DAC if the committee needs the information in reviewing a request to return.
The decision of whether a student needs
to take a leave of absence and when they
can come back does not depend solely on
the recommendation of medical professionals. Administrators and staff members

who are unfamiliar with issues of mental
health may also weigh in on the decision.
Students worry that this could lead to a disconnect between the mental health needs
and the College’s academic expectations of
a student.
“We don’t do a good enough job incorporating mental health practices and awareness in other areas like academics. It seems
like there is a distance between mental
health and academics,” Ally Thompson
’17 said.
Some students also stay silent about their
mental health issues because of the College’s mental health policies, which puts
their wellbeing at further risk.
“A lot of students are under the assumption that they will be forced to take a leave
of absence if they disclose their mental
health issues to the Stone Center,” Ghemawat said. “The people I know who have
taken leaves of absences have found it
difficult to come back. A leave of absence
may also not be the best option for students
who may do worse at home due to the lack
of routine and who may not have financial
resources at home to find a clinician.”
Claudia Trevor-Wright, assistant director of health education at Wellesley, meets
with students who struggle with various
mental health conditions and directs them
to other resources.
“I like to think of myself as air traffic
control. Students will come talk to me,
and we’ll talk about what the source of the
difficulty is, and I’m able to connect them
to people who do the substantive work

to address what the concerns are,” Trevor-Wright said. “Sometimes that’s a counselor at the Stone Center, sometimes that’s
a medical provider, sometimes it’s a class
dean.”
Occasionally, she also does outreach on
issues related to mental illness like by hosting workshops on body image.
“A good health educator will meet students where they are. The underpinnings
of my role are to figure out where students
are at when it comes to their health and
well-being needs and to work with them
to where they want to be,” Trevor-Wright
said.
The Stone Center has its own outreach
position, which was filled by Megan Edwards, who was the staff psychologist and
assistant director of group and outreach
activities until this year when she went on
maternity leave. The Stone Center is currently looking to fill that position.
“When it comes to health and mental
health resources, negative voices can be
heard very loudly, whereas positive experiences are not as vocal,” Trevor-Wright
said.
It’s not only a lack of student voices on
campus, but lack of pervasive information
about resources.
“If you don’t know much about the Stone
Center, that could dissuade you from going,” Thompson said. “Instead of information about the Stone Center’s phone number or open hours, there should be a flyer
or something else that’s really visible that
says exactly what the Stone Center offers.”

SOFC implements policy changes
By STEPHANIE YEH ’18
Assistant News Editor

The Student Organization Funding
Committee (SOFC) has made changes to
several of its policies starting this semester.
The changes implemented include asking
organizations to record attendance at
events, placing a cap of 300 printed copies
of publications starting Spring 2015 and
shortening the process to access Procard
(Purchasing Card), a more efficient
system for different organizations and
departments to make necessary purchases.
SOFC has also announced that this year’s
fall budgeting dollar per student ratio is
$148.95, an all-time high in comparison to
previous years.
SOFC decides on funding policies
and procedures, and the student bursar
is the non-voting chair of the committee.
Eugene Lee ’15, the current student
bursar, discussed the reasoning behind
the specific changes implemented this
semester. Lee mentioned that previously,
when ProCard was accessible through
the Controller’s Office, organizations had
expressed that the process was tedious and,
at times, confusing. By creating a form
for organizations to fill out and offering
appointments, Lee hopes to ease the
process of applying for funding.
“Organizations can now use the ProCard
SOOJIN JEONG ’17, PHOTOGRAPHY EDITOR
by submitting the form and making an Counterpoint and GenerAsians are among several publications subject to SOFC’s new
appointment with me, instead of having
to go through three different entities,” Lee 300 copy per semester publication cap.
compared to last year’s rate of $16.00. Lee
“It seems that organizations are
said.
SOFC has also begun asking organizations attributed the much higher rate to SOFC responding to Charlotte, SOAC, and
to justify the number of student attendees taking strides to ensure that organizations College Government’s “Do Less”
— educating everyone about
in their funding applications. To make sure follow policies outlined in the treasurer’s campaign 
that funds are being allocated reasonably, manual, but notes that correlation does not over-programming at Wellesley,” Lee said.
SOFC has also voted to implement a
SOFC is encouraging organizations to indicate causation.
She said that SOFC is approving fewer cap on publications such as the Wellesley
keep updated attendance records.
“The committee wants to ensure that requests as organizations adhere more Review, Counterpoint and GenerAsians.
the student activity fund is being fairly to the policies, as fewer organizations Starting with the spring semester, these
distributed and used,” Lee said. “With the are applying for funding, and as the publications will only be allowed to print
request to justify the number of student organizations that do are applying for 300 copies per semester, with organizations
attendees, organizations are being more fewer events in general. Lee accredited having the option to appeal for up to 100
conscientious about their expected number the decrease in funding applications to additional copies with sufficient indication
the recent “Do Less,” #doless, campaign of readership. Celina Reynes ’16, coof attendees.”
During this year’s fall budgeting to combat over-programming on campus, editor-in-chief of the Wellesley Review, the
deadline, the dollar-per-student ratio led by College Government Vice President college’s literary magazine, has expressed
concern over the effect of the newlywas an unprecedented high of $148.95 Charlotte Harris ’16.

instated cap on the future of publications.
“Basically, it means that not everybody
who wants to see their work will get a
chance to. It undervalues the magazine,
Reynes said. “It stops our growth.”
In addition to the changes stated above,
SOFC has also adjusted its formulas for
transportation prices to reflect the increases
in MBTA prices and has gotten rid of the
electrician’s overtime rate due to the fact
that organizations have been working with
different entities with different prices and
that the previous definition of the rate was
unclear and outdated.
So far in the year, Lee has accomplished
three of her goals as Student Bursar. She
brought the Constitution up to date and
made it gender-neutral, though it still has to
be approved by Senate and House Council,
completed her ProCard initiative for easier
funding applications for organizations and
updated many SOFC policies.
Despite having achieved many of her
goals, Lee still has many plans in progress
for this year. Some of the more short-term
objectives include releasing a survey for
feedback later in the month and researching
and comparing funding at other institutions
to Wellesley’s to explore most efficient
and fair methods of fund distribution. She
mentioned that the first round of research is
coming to a close this Friday since she had
a discussion with positional equivalents at
five of the six Seven Sisters schools last
weekend. For more ongoing plans, Lee
intends to draft a five-year plan for future
student bursars, make long-term goals
regarding funding policies and structure as
well as devise and enact auditing process
between SOFC and campus organizations.
“As Student Bursar, one of my duties is to
act as an auditor of student organizations,”
Lee said.
She also hopes to revamp the website to
make it more accessible and user-friendly,
and make SOFC and the Bursar’s Office
more accessible overall.
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Wellesley reports 18.8 percent return
rate on endowment over fiscal year 2014
By XUEYING CHEN ’16
Co-Editor-in-Chief

Strong performance in the U.S. stock
market helped Wellesley’s endowment
reach $1.8 billion by the end of fiscal
year (FY) 2014 on June 30. Standard and
Poor’s 500 stock market index increased
by around 20 percent. The endowment’s
recent market value exceeds the value of
$1.657 billion recorded prior to the 2008
financial recession at end of FY 2007.
The endowment grew more than $250
million from $1.576 billion in July 2013.
In FY 2013, the endowment generated a
investment return rate of 12.5 percent. The
Investment Office generated a nominal
return rate of 18.8 percent over FY 2014,
which surpassed the preliminary average
return rate for other higher education
endowments.
The real rate of return was 16.7 percent
since consumer price inflation was 2.1
percent. Like Wellesley, many other
schools have seen their endowments
recover from the shock of the recession
and reach new record values.
According to National Association
of College and University Business
Officers (NACUBO), higher education
endowments have experienced an 15.6
percent average rate of return this past
fiscal year based on preliminary data
released by 426 colleges and universities
in October. The preliminary average rate is
up nearly four percent from the average of
11.7 percent return rate in FY 2013. The
final data and results of how well higher
education endowments have performed
will be released in late January from more
than 800 schools.
“We expect that our return was very
competitive but also acknowledge that for
institutions with long horizons, a single
year’s performance is not especially
important,” Chief Investment Officer
Debby Kuenstner said.
In the investment market, Wellesley
performed stronger than Harvard, which
earned an investment return of 15.4
percent, but followed behind Yale with
a 20.2 percent return as well MIT and
Dartmouth, each of which earned a return
rate of 19 percent. But as liberal arts college,
Wellesley has a smaller endowment size
from larger schools like Yale, Harvard and
MIT.
According to Kuenstner, schools with
more sophisticated endowments, which
include more venture capital and private
equity investments, performed better than
schools with endowments comprised of
more traditional investments.
The College’s endowment also surpassed

EVELYN TAYLOR-MCGREGOR ’16, NEWS EDITOR

The market value of Wellesley’s endowment has increased by $513,000,000 over the last five years.
the 8.1 percent required rate of return set by
the Board of Trustees and administration
for FY 2014. The required rate of return
is the ratio of Wellesley’s expenses for the
year out of the starting value of endowment
and also accounts for inflation. In FY 2014,
the College’s spending rate was 5.1 percent
of the starting value of its endowment
while the inflation rate was 3.0 percent, as
calculated by the Higher Education Price
Index.
The Investment Office does not currently
have a required rate of return for FY
2015 because the spending rate and
inflation are unknown. The required rate
has not changed with campus renewal.
Part of operating budget has simply been
reallocated to fund campus renewal.
When the endowment misses the
required rate of return, the revenue cannot
adequately cover the entire spending rate,
which means that the institution must draw
from other sources of revenue.
“Because capital market returns aren’t
smooth, we recognize that some years we
will fall short of the required return and
some years, like FY14, when we exceed

it,” Kuenstner said. “What matters is the
trend over time.”
The Board of Trustees reviews the target
spending rate every few years to ensure that
the College does not spend more than the
return on the endowment allows. Last year,
the College lowered the targeted spending
rate from 4.5 to 4.25 percent.
The Investment Office expects the
endowment to generate an inflation
adjusted average return of 4.75 percent over
the next five to seven years. The expected
return rate is low because the stock market
is highly volatile. The Investment Office
does not expect to earn a high rate of return
every year, despite having earned an 18.8
percent return this year.
“This real return reflects the low level
of interest rates and relatively high equity
market valuations, both of which suggest
that future returns will be below historical
averages,” Kuenstner said.
Despite
significant
growth,
the
endowment returns of the past fiscal year
have a relatively small impact over the
College’s spending budget.
The endowment’s market value from the

last three years multiplied by the targeted
spending rate of 4.25 percent determine the
20 percent of the following year’s budget.
The previous year’s expenses adjusted
for inflation determine the remaining
80 percent to ensure that support for the
endowment doesn’t face sudden changes
caused by a highly volatile stock market.
The total 5.1 percent withdrawal from
the endowment is the proportion relative to
the endowment value at the beginning of
the fiscal year, which was $1.576 billion at
the beginning of FY 2014.
The budget must adjust for long term
market trends for more predictable
spending. While higher education
endowments in FY 2013 showed a strong
return rate of around 12 percent on average,
as NACUBO has listed, these endowments
experienced a slight negative return of
0.3 percent in FY 12, according to Inside
Higher Ed.
About three quarters of American
schools aim for spending rate of around 5
percent, while experts insist that a college’s
endowment must have a return rate of
seven percent to survive.

NATION & WORLD
By SARA RATHOD ’15
Staff Columnist
Obama chooses Loretta Lynch to succeed Eric Holder as attorney general
President Obama nominated New York federal prosecutor Loretta Lynch to take the
place of Eric Holder as Attorney General on Saturday. If confirmed, Lynch would be the
nation’s first African-American woman to serve as attorney general. Obama called Lynch
“tough, fair and independent.” She is known most famously for exposing police brutality
in her defense of a Haitian immigrant who was physically and sexually abused by New
York Police Department police officers while in their custody. Because she is not a
member of Obama’s inner circle and is widely considered highly qualified for the position,
Lynch was a less controversial choice than other potential candidates. The White House
hopes that Congress will easily confirm her for the position. The controversy surrounding
Lynch’s confirmation has so far been centered not on her record but on the process of her
confirmation, which most Republicans insist should take place under the newly-elected
Republican Senate rather than being pushed through the current Democratic Senate.
Supreme Court once again hears case challenging the Affordable Healthcare Act
The Supreme Court has agreed to hear a case challenging the ability of the federal
government to hand out subsidies to those who cannot afford health insurance in states
that have declined to set up their own exchanges. The subsidies are critical to ensuring that
health care reform achieves its goal of covering every American, especially those who can
not afford their own insurance. The challengers are not questioning the constitutionality
of the subsidies, but rather arguing that the law simply does not allow the government to
provide subsidies in states that have chosen not to set up their own exchanges. The issue
lies in a section of the law, which states that certain individuals can receive subsidies
in “exchanges established by a state.” Under the Affordable Care Act, citizens living in
states that do not offer a state exchange may sign up for health care through the federal
exchange. Lawmakers say the rest of the statute makes it clear that subsidies are intended
to be available for those people as well.

United States to send 1,500 more troops to Iraq
Last week, President Obama authorized the deployment of an additional 1,500 troops
to Iraq, where they will train and advise Iraqi and Kurdish fighters. The White House
has insisted that the role of the U.S. troops will be to train Iraqis and coordinate air
strikes and not to take on an active combat role. The trainers’ key responsibility will be
helping Iraqis and Kurds plan a major offensive against the Islamic State of Iraq and
Syria (ISIS) in the spring. President Obama has stated that so far the air strikes carried out
by the United States and a coalition of Western and Arab nations have been effective in
degrading ISIS and slowing the extremists’ advance. Now, however, Iraqi ground troops
must “start pushing them back.” In addition to the troop surge, the Obama administration
has also requested $5.6 billion to fund operations against ISIS, of which $3.4 billion will
go directly into the U.S. air campaign.
World leaders show support for China-backed Pacific trade agreement
At this year’s Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) summit near Beijing, the
leaders of the 21 nations in attendance including U.S. President Barack Obama and
Russian President Vladimir Putin agreed to explore a free trade pact backed by Beijing.
Although the proposal did not originate in China, the Free-Trade Area of the Asia Pacific
(FTAAP) was endorsed strongly at the summit by Chinese President Xi Jinping. Many
see it as a rival to the U.S. Pacific trade initiative known as the Trans-Pacific Partnership,
which excludes both China and Russia. Trans-Pacific Partnership has been the economic
hallmark of Obama’s pivot to Asia. Many see it as an attempt to balance China’s rise and
establish a stronger U.S. presence in the region. However, China says the FTAAP would
provide a greater boost to the economy than the partnership proposed by the United
States. The APEC summit will launch a two-year study of the China-backed initiative. If
established, the FTAAP would be one of the largest free trade areas in the world.
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EYE ON SCIENCE

Innovative harness will allow dogs
and humans to communicate

By Elinor Higgins ’18
Staff Columnist

If a dog is man’s best friend, the CyberEnhanced Working Dog harness could
bring canines and humans closer than ever
before. Created by researchers at North
Carolina State University, the CyberEnhanced Working Dog harness allows for
communication between dogs and humans
by means of a computer.
Not only does the harness, which is black
and vest-like in appearance, act as a way for
people to give commands to dogs, but it also
collects behavioral information from the dog.
According to David Roberts, a professor at
North Carolina State and one of the main
researchers on the project, the idea is for
the harness to act as a “two-way remote”
between dogs and humans.
Though dogs cannot speak, there are
various bodily functions and environmental
factors that hint at their stress levels and
other emotional states. The harness measures
heart-rate, body temperature, movement and
more, giving the handler an accurate picture
of what the dog is experiencing.
Going in the other direction, the handler
can communicate with the dog by means
of vibrating motors and speakers. Dogs can
be trained to respond to multiple signals
or a combination of voice commands and
vibrations.
The harness is designed to have applications
for police and military use, as well as possible
applications for guide dogs and the average
pet owner. The harness can be used at a long
range, can be tailored to fit the needs of the
handler and can provide consistency in the

canine training process.
In addition, the benefit of detecting and
minimizing stressors is important, because
stress is a main cause for the early retirement
of service dogs.
Researchers have already teamed up with
projects aimed at making search -and-rescue
efforts more high-tech and effective. One
of these projects is the Smart Emergency
Response System project, which brings
together over 20 research groups that are
aimed at improving emergency response.
Dogs are a big part of this, along with robots
and drones. With the training benefits, the
harnessis an ideal model for the future of
search and rescue in addition to the ability to
add a camera and test the environment from
a distance.
However, there is still work to be done as the
harness technology moves past the prototype
phase of innovation. The size and weight of
the harness is something that the researchers
are working to reduce. The current model is
approximately four pounds and fairly bulky.
The research team is working to decrease the
weight of the harness without decreasing its
functionality, so that it can work on a variety
of dog breeds and sizes.
Work is also being done to increase the
current battery life of eight hours, so that
service dogs will not have to stop and
recharge while on the job.
Technology will never replace the bond
between humans and dogs. However, with
new technology like this, there may come a
time when humans can communicate with
dogs more effectively and improve aspects
of the working dog’s life.

courtesy of npr
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NGO shares stories of girls’ empowerment from India
By WENYAN DENG ’15
Features Editor

When Mallika Govindan ’14 went
to India for her cousin’s wedding, she
received an invitation from the director
of Pardada Pardadi Educational Society
(PPES) to visit the society’s school in
Anupshahr. Anupxshahr is a rural tehsil,
similar to a county, in Uttar Pradesh, a state
in northern India. This visit led to her work
at the school in August, an experience
through which she realized how special,
motivated and ambitious girls are in one of
the most underserved areas in India.
Govindan illustrated an example of
a conversation she had with one of her
students who wanted to know more about
marriage in the United States.
“She was really scared that her parents
would marry her off when she gets 18,
which is the legal marrying age in India,”
Govindan said. To help the students
explain their concerns and thoughts to
their parents, Govindan engaged in role
playing with the student in an imagined
conversation between the student and her
parents.
Director of PPES Renuka Gupta spoke
on rural development through gender
empowerment for a lecture hosted by
UNICEF last Thursday. Nearly 30
Wellesley students and alums attended.
Yoori Kim ’15, co-president of Wellesley
for UNICEF, said that her organization
decided to host the event because girls’
education and empowerment is a topic in
which Wellesley for UNICEF has always
been interested.
“It’s a topic the entire Wellesley
community is passionate about,” Kim
explained. “And Gupta’s work in
girls’ education is very interesting and
important.”
Founded in 2000, PPES is an organization
dedicated to improving the lives of females
in rural India by empowering women from
the poorest sectors of society through
education and self help. In Hindi, “Pardada
Pardadi” means “great-grandparents.”
Gupta explained that the organization
chose this name because the name reflects
the importance of value-based education by
family members for children. Similarly, the
work of PPES extends beyond providing
free basic education for girls. It aims to
cultivate self-reliance in girls by teaching
them values and principles that will help
them grow into well-rounded women.
Because of traffic, Ms. Gupta could not
join the lecture until 30 minutes after the
event was set to begin. This unexpected
situation, however, opened up a fresh
perspective for attendees of the lecture.
Mallika Govindan ’14, who is graduating in
December, shared her personal experience
of visiting PPES in Anupshahr.
Govindan explained that in Anupshahr,
girls are the most vulnerable and least
likely to receive an education. The PPES
school works in over 60 villages in
Anupshahr and educates girls in rural
areas from grades K-12. In addition, the
organization feeds them two meals and
an evening snack each day, provides them

with the care of a school nurse, a uniform,
a bicycle and deposits 10 rupees a day in a
savings account, which each student will
gain access to upon graduation.
“In August, I was able to spend some
time at the school, working with the school
nurse and teaching classes on hygiene,
nutrition and to the older students, puberty
and menstrual health,” Govindan said. “I
also visited local hospitals out of interest
and also to collect vitamins and iron
tablet donations for the students, and I
accompanied some of the students and
staff to visit their neighborhoods and meet
a few of their families.”
Govindan said that, in total, she taught
four to five classes per day, along with visits
to the hospitals and to the neighborhoods
where many of the girls come from.
“They’re really special girls, the most
consistently focused and motivated classes
that I’ve ever met, and they are also
incredibly affectionate and close-knit.”
The students often possess huge
ambitions to pursue further studies despite
familial obligations to marry or take care
of household affairs.
While some graduates work at the PPES
school or attend vocational training, the
majority of students look to pursue higher
studies despite the heavy financial burden
and difficulty of taking full loans.
“Their goals range from working in
hospitality to becoming nurses to wanting
to return to the school as teachers,”
Govindan said. “I’m currently focused on
trying to fundraise partial scholarships for
these students, through an organization
that I grew up volunteering in — the North
South Foundation.”
As a biological sciences major and a
minor in women’s and gender studies,
Govindan said that her experience at PPES
helped her understand how important it
is to make a sustained commitment to
working with young scholars.
“I now know that I really do want to
go back and spend a few years at PPES,”
Govinda said. “Hopefully, once I’ve
completed more of my education, I can
go back to Anupshahr with some medical
training or skills, as well as a deeper
knowledge of Hindi and be more valuable
to the students.”
A member of Wellesley Association
of South Asian Cultures, Wellesley for
Caribbean Development and Wellesley
Students for Justice in Palestine, Govindan
believes that the goal of bringing Renuka
Gupta to Wellesley was to get students
motivated to fundraise and work for
Pardada Pardadi over a sustained period of
time.
To the delight of the audience, as
Govindan’s fascinating story neared its end,
Gupta arrived. After thanking Govindan,
Gupta explained that PPES believes in
four components in empowering women:
education, community development,
economic empowerment and health and
hygiene. PPES does not simply believe in
creating a school and waiting for students
to show up.
Members of the organization go out
into the villages and talk to the girls and

Soojin Jeong ’16, PhotographY editor

Renuka Gupta, director of the Pardada Pardadi Educational Society, discusses
development and female empowerment in a lecture organized by Wellesley for UNICEF.
their mothers in an effort to reduce their
suspicion of what the school does to their
daughters when they attend there.
The school already has 300 graduates,
with 24 currently pursuing higher studies.
This year, the school will have 32 graduates.
“India is a country with 1.25 billion
people,” Gupta said. “And if 40 percent of
that population is not an equal partner, that
is a humongous waste of resources.”
Kim emphasized Gupta’s words, “Don’t
just give ideas, but execute them,” which
Gupta stressed toward the end of her talk.
Kim said that, at Wellesley, there is plenty
of space for discussions and ideas. “I find
it fascinating how genuinely Wellesley
students care about global development,
poverty and inequality issues, and I think
it’s what makes Wellesley a special place,”
she explained. “But sometimes we just
don’t act — maybe because we are too
busy, maybe because we want to wait until
life after Wellesley.”
This is the reason that Kim appreciated
how Gupta encouraged students to take
ownership of their thoughts and ideas and
try to make these ideas become real.
“I hope events like this will make people
pause for a moment and think about what
they can do right now for something
they are passionate about and how,” Kim
concluded.
Similarly, Elin Nelson ’13, said that she
was impressed to know the hard work and
concrete steps Pardada Pardadi is taking
toward meaningful social change.
“We hear so many negative things in
the news about India and especially about
the position of women in Indian society,”
Nelson said. “It was very moving to learn
about an organization run by an Indian
woman for Indian women making tangible
positive change.”
In particular, Nelson was amazed by
how little money it took to provide the
education and resources that completely
transform the girls’ and women’s lives in
the area.

COMIC CORNER
By BROTI GUPTA ’16
Features Editor

“India is a country of over one billion
people, about one sixth of the world’s
population. Wellesley students are part
of the world’s privileged, and have a
responsibility to learn about what is going
on in a country as big and important as
India,” Nelson said. “I hope some of us
Wellesley women will be able to take
some kind of action to help combat these
disturbing issues, which Indian women
must face.”
Ananya Ghemawat ’17 said that she was
impressed by the amount of love Gupta and
her colleagues have for their organization.
“They came from literally half the world
away to spread the news about their cause,”
Ghemawat said.
The talk taught her that working on
gender development can be one of the
greatest assets in long-term community
development, Ghemawat explained. In
this respect, the talk brought awareness to
issues that exist outside of Wellesley.
“It’s way too easy to just get stuck on
what’s happening within the confines of
our campus,” she said.
Cathy Zhang ’18, co-fundraising chair
of Wellesley for UNICEF, said that Gupta
was, for her, the physical embodiment of
the change she wants to see.
“As a first year, I don’t yet have the
ability to travel to those countries and
create tangible change,” Zhang said. “But
from where I am, I still have considerable
influence in helping out with fundraising
and spreading UNICEF’s message in my
area.”
Zhang found it particularly important that
Renuka did not emphasize what resources
the children lacked.
“Rather, she was here to tell us of the hope
and the positivity that has been integrated
into their lives through Pardada Pardadi,”
Zhang explained. “This is a celebration of
hope. Without hope, there is no progress,
and that was what I took most from her
presentation.”
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Proposed publication caps threaten
student expression on campus

Aside from mascots and slogans,
student publications are one of the
emblems most strongly associated
with college communities. College
newspapers
and
magazines
representing marginalized voices are
common throughout undergraduate
institutions and particularly at colleges
like Wellesley that care deeply about
issues of racial, ethnic and gender
diversity. Any prospective college
student would do well to pick up a copy
of the latest issue or paper in order to
gain insight into what differentiates
that college community from another.
The Student Organization Funding
Committee (SOFC) recently proposed
to cap student publications at
Wellesley, and this jeopardizes the
presence and accessibility of students’
voices. The Wellesley News editorial
staff supports reducing the magnitude
of the proposed cuts and reaffirming
the positive presence that student
publications have on campus.
There are a number of student
publications at Wellesley that fill
an important niche in our college
community, including Counterpoint,
GenerAsians, Legenda, the Globalist
and The Wellesley Review. These
and other publications help project
and amplify many diverse voices.
While Counterpoint is an offbeat,
self-proclaimed journal of campus
life published eight times a year,
GenerAsians raises campus awareness

on issues and perspectives of Wellesley
students of Asian descent. On the other
side of the spectrum, the Wellesley
Review is a biannual literature and
arts publication that shares the works
of professors and students alike to a
wide audience. Such publications are
crucial in bringing awareness to the
different voices, events and talents of
the student population.
The high quality of Wellesley student
publications is indisputable, but their
success mostly depends on their ability
to reach their audiences. Because these
publications are most effective when
they are accessible, it is crucial to fund
student publications in order to fulfill
student demand.
Recently, SOFC voted to limit
publications to 300 copies a semester
with potential to appeal for an
additional 100 copies. The cap will be
in effect in the Spring 2015 semester.
Counterpoint currently publishes
close to 2,400 copies a semester.
GenerAsians (GA) has also seen
major cuts, receiving none of the
$3,750 of Emergency Fall Funding
they requested. According to GA
editors-in-chief, the organization did
not receive any money from SOFC to
print the magazine after several rounds
of appeals, yet still received funding
for movie screenings and study breaks.
This allocation is disappointing as the
publication has historically relied on
SOFC as a major source of funding for

printing.
The Wellesley Review printed
and distributed 1,200 copies last
spring. The 200 percent increase
in submissions to the publication
suggests that there is high interest.
The cap cuts printing of The Wellesley
Review by 75 percent and fails to meet
student demand. The 385 reported
requests for copies of The Review in
an informal survey underestimate the
true student demand.
As a student-run publication
ourselves, we know that hundreds of
hours are put into each publication.
Students involved in these orgs are
notorious for late nights and excessive
workloads. Cutting funding shifts the
focus from producing quality work
to scrambling for funds, resulting
in a lose-lose outcome for both the
publication and the audience.
SOFC plans revisit the publication
cap at today’s meeting. The Wellesley
News editorial staff urges SOFC
members to reconsider the cap for
student publications on campus.
Although The Wellesley News is a
guaranteed percentage org and is thus
not affected by the cap, we believe in
the importance of student publications
to foster student expression, start
campus dialogues, as well as give
students journalism experience and
provide an alternative source of media
on campus.

Wellesley should stop requiring SAT scores
Standardized test evaluates students unfairly
By TIFFANY CHEN ’15
Contributing Writer
It’s amazing how one acronym can strike fear in the hearts
of an entire population of students. It is that acronym that
every high schooler dreads to hear upon entering junior
year: SAT.
I remember how my fellow classmates and I handled the
approaching deadline of the SAT. Junior year weekends
were spent in cram schools, which trained us to memorize
vocabulary words. In high school, the general belief was that
the higher our scores, the more opportunities we can access.
While our scores may not have guaranteed admittance into
the top schools listed in U.S. News and Report, higher SAT
scores increase our chances.
However, as reported by WCVB, about 30 Massachusetts
schools have dropped the SAT as a requirement to
admission. According to Monty Neill, executive director
of Boston-based organization Fairtest, the reason for this is
that colleges “find out when they go test-optional, they get a
more diverse student body but do not suffer any diminishing
performance or graduation rates.” Why can’t Wellesley do
the same?
There is much reason to remove the SAT requirement. The
test doesn’t gauge a student’s true academic abilities. The
notion of the SAT as an indicator of success is false. The rote
memorization approach the test encourages destroys the real
skills necessary to be able to be successful. When colleges
eliminate the SAT requirement, high school students can
focus on honing the skills needed for careers and success.
Parents hope their children can obtain the highest possible
score and increase their chances of being admitted to top
institutions. I dreaded attending cram schools such as the
Princeton Review. All those SAT Boot Camp courses took
up approximately a day out of the two days I had to relax
during the weekend amid high school stress and coursework.
In addition, cram schools are expensive. Parents who want
their kids to receive a top notch American college education
spend an average of $3,667 annually just to help their
children obtain a higher SAT score.
This emphasis on high SAT scores and performing well
on academic tests in general are dominant features of many
Asian cultures. Though my high school was an international
school, the majority of the student body was of Asian or
Asian-American descent. Competition was high in both
academics and extracurricular activities. The main reason
for this competitive attitude was the overarching belief that
you are defined by your test score. Whatever score you
obtain, whether on an assessment or a problem set, defines
your worth.
As a retired fighter from the academic war grounds of

Taipei American School, I hated the “you are your number”
belief. Though teachers have continually stressed the
opposite, that belief still remains today. I’m not saying that I
hated my school, since I loved the teachers and the students’
personalities. But it was then that I asked myself whether
the SAT was truly a fair test that measures someone’s worth.
How do you even measure what someone was capable of in
the future?
The SAT, according to The College Board, is “designed to
assess your academic readiness for college [and] provide a
path to opportunities, financial support, and scholarships, in
a way that’s fair to all students.” The word that immediately
jumps out is “fair.” Opponents of the SAT have pointed out
that the SAT actually reflects how much time and resources
students have rather than their true abilities.
This is undeniably true. The SAT requires an individual to
commit to continuous practice for the best possible score.
The only resources to these practice tests are offered by
the testing companies themselves, such as The Princeton
Review, Kaplan and McGraw Hill. Test prep books cost
around $22. In order to ace the exam, students of lower
financial background are already at a disadvantage in their
pursuit to gain higher-level education. In addition, in order
to be able to get as much practice done, students need to
commit a large amount of time to complete practice tests.
Students who have to work or are expected to contribute
to household upkeep will have less time to dedicate to
SAT prep. The time and money required to ace the exam
is showing that a score does not indicate intelligence or
capability.
The SAT is also mentally demanding. After all, the SAT
is a factor that could make or break your college education.
I remember how the SAT was the most stressful part of
applying to college.
Wellesley should follow the footsteps of its fellow
Massachusetts schools and drop the SAT requirement.
The SAT is merely an obstacle to those with financial need
and serves to hinder motivation. Moreover so, the score is
only a number. As my high school teachers and professors
here at Wellesley have continuously stressed, “You are not
your number.” And they’re right. A number does not define
someone or who they are. It may be a factor in determining
your reputation in some high schools; however, that number
becomes irrelevant when you enter college and the real
world. Though most admission processes are holistic, the
main factor should be creativity. It is one of the main reasons
why there is so much pressure in high school that often
leads to destroying confidence and self-esteem. The SAT
only reflects someone in terms of how good of a student he
or she is, not in terms of the potential and creativity needed
to really succeed in this world.
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NYC street harassment video
reinforces racial and gender prejudices

COURTESY OF HOLLABACK.ORG

By EMILY BOYK ’18
Contributing Writer
The video “10 Hours of Walking in NYC as a Woman,”
which was created by anti-street harassment organization
Hollaback, sparked discussion and controversy
throughout the country this past week. Everyone from
CNN to Rush Limbaugh has chimed in with their
thoughts. Worringly, the public’s response to the video
seems to be focused almost entirely on whether sexual
harassment is as recurrent as the video suggests.
This incorrectly focuses the discussion on whether
women’s claims of catcalling and harassment are actually
true. While I have seen nearly everyone talking about
the video in some capacity, I’ve seen very few people in
the mainstream media making more relevant critiques,
such as noting the racial politics and victim-blaming
undertones present in the video. The way the dialogue
has been framed, in which the premise itself is being
questioned, prevents us from having a more nuanced and
helpful discussion about the issues raised in the video
and what we can do to address them.
Following the release of the video, some argue that
the incidents depicted shouldn’t qualify as harassment;
many of the men only said seemingly non-threatening
things such as “Hey” or “Have a good day.” Some men
were even outraged that they were being criticized for
simply “being polite” to women on the street, as if their
only goal in entering into a woman’s personal space was
to be polite.
In a brilliant response to this, the hashtag
“#DudesGreetingDudes” trended on Twitter, in which

men tweeted examples of these “polite” comments being
said to another man. This trend comically illustrated how
ridiculous it would be for a man to approach another
man in the same way that he might approach a woman.
After all, if men’s primary concern in talking to a
woman on the street was to be “polite” and “make her
feel good,” then they would cease to say these things
after encountering protests that explain that these
comments make women feel uncomfortable. Instead,
men insist that women do like it, that we’re just being
too sensitive, or that we would like it only if the man
saying these things to us was attractive. Clearly, these
statements have nothing to do with “making us feel
good.” Instead, this is has everything to do with making
men feel good at the expense of our comfort.
Instead of debating whether street harassment is even
a real problem, we should, for example, discuss the fact
that the video depicts primarily men of color harassing a
white woman. This suggests that most of the perpetrators
of sexual harassment are men of color, and that the
victims are mainly white women. This is simply not
true. This black-and-white view of the issue is harmful
and helps to further criminalize black men by playing
into racial stereotypes of black men as dangerous sexual
aggressors.
On the other side of the issue, the video obscures the
experiences of women of color, who experience sexual
harassment more often and more aggressively than
white women. Without showing the experiences of
women of color, this video is complicit in making sexual
harassment seem like a problem white women face
exclusively at the hands of black and brown men, and it
makes men of color seem more violent and dangerous to
white women than white men.
Another issue that the video brings up is victimblaming, the idea that some women deserve to be
catcalled more than others. The beginning of the video
explicitly states that the woman is “silently walking”
through Manhattan, wearing only “jeans and a crew neck
T-shirt.” Seemingly, the reason for stating this at the
beginning of the video is to show that street harassment
happens even to the “good girls” — the ones who are
docile and dressed conservatively.
But by explicitly stating this, the video also indirectly
suggests that loud women who are in tube tops and
short skirts are inviting these comments. Combined with
the previously discussed racial politics, in which this
innocent “good girl” image is conflated with being white,
this demonizes women who might be dressed more
“provocatively” and plays into the idea that it is more
okay to make unsolicited comments to certain women
than to others.
Despite its multitude of racial-political problems, this
viral video is important in that it allows us to have these
discussions in the first place. For the first time, America
is having a widespread discussion about the everyday
sexual harassment of women, an experience that nearly
every woman has had.
For women, the simple act of commuting from place
to place carries political weight, and recognizing this is
important. But we must remember that street harassment
is a complex issue that contains racial and cultural
components. By simplifying it, we are erasing and
editing women’s experiences. Asking questions about
campaigns such as this one is important, but we have to
make sure that we’re asking the right ones.
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Long road
ahead for the
GOP
By LizaMARIA Arias ’17
Staff Columnist

Tuesday was a night of victory after victory for the
Republican Party. The GOP took control of the Senate,
retained control of the House and won governorships
in blue states including Maryland, Massachusetts
and Illinois. A red tidal wave swept over the political
landscape, surprising many who predicted closer
races in states like Georgia and Texas. In Virginia,
incumbent Democratic Senator Mark Warner expected
a sizable seven-point margin of victory, yet ended up
winning by about 9,000 votes out of approximately 2
million cast.
The canvassing, polling, fundraising and doorknocking paid off. However, the GOP should proceed
with caution. Margins of victory in many cases were
razor-thin. In the Massachusetts gubernatorial race,
31,000 votes made the difference. In Arizona’s second
district, Republican challenger Martha McSally is
still, as of this Tuesday, clinging to a narrow lead of
133 votes.
It is easy to forget about some of the narrow victories
that get swept up in the excitement caused by Tuesday
night’s results. It’s nice to think despite all the jokes
and bad press that when things go wrong, America
looks to the GOP for hope. Yet a victory doesn’t
necessarily mean that the country believes the GOP
can solve our problems; it simply means that they
are disillusioned with the current Congress — a very
important distinction.
During the last few years it has been easy for the
Republican-controlled House to look at the Democratcontrolled Senate and point fingers. But now, it is up
to the GOP to prove that they can turn things around.
It is time to put all the talk into action.
The American people have shown in the past couple
of midterm elections how willing they are to elect
a new majority if things are not going well. If the
Republican Party does not keep their promises during
this new Congress, they should not be surprised if,
come the next election cycle, the same thing happens
to them.
This means the in-party bickering has to stop.
Tea Partiers and the establishment need to come
together, find some common ground, and work to
put patriotism over party loyalty. The intransigence
and the unwillingness to compromise need to be put
aside. The American people should be able to look
toward the GOP as a party that is ready to lead and
move beyond the pettiness that epitomizes inside-thebeltway politics.
This is the moment Republicans have been waiting for
and talking about since President Barack Obama came
into office. America has given the party the opportunity
to prove they are better suited for leadership. If the
GOP wants a shot at the presidency in 2016, they
should use these next two years to streamline their
message and add a list of accomplishments to their
résumé. In other words, let’s get back to work.

The end of GMOs: Soylent could solve global food crisis
By Laura Zawarski ’18
Contributing Writer

Anyone who has seen “I Love Lucy” will
laughingly recall “Vitameatavegamin,”
a play on faulty 1950s super-pills that
may have had a little more booze than
nutrition. For decades people have tried
to conquer the ultimate supplement, but to
our comedic fortune, nobody got it quite
right. After years of being no more than
science fiction, however, this supplement
has been realized. Soylent, with a mixture
of powdered amino acids, proteins and oil
may be better for you than food.
When I heard about Soylent, my
immediate reaction was disgust. Reviews
online include pictures of consumers
giving sour faces after their first sips; one
said it tasted “like someone stomped on
some sugar-free Nilla wafers and poured
water on top.” These reviews make sense.
To most, food is so much more than just
nutrition: it gives emotional satisfaction,
has a cultural impact and in many ways can
be an art form. Why, then, would anyone
choose a supplement over food?
Many Americans are fortunate enough
to have a seemingly endless supply of
food. A lot of that food, however, didn’t

make it to our grocery stores without some
genetic modifications. Much of the food
we consume contains high amounts of
modified corn and soy product, soaked in
pesticides, and many meats are improperly
raised. As word is getting out, more and
more Americans are turning to the slow
food movement: organic, locally grown,
pesticide-free, wild caught, free-range
and 100 percent non-GMO (genetically
modified organism). Back and forth we
dance, between healthy and accessible,
natural and affordable. In the United
States, food security affords citizens the
possibility to pursue the battle between
slow food and GMO without really having
to think about supply and demand. In many
countries, however, the GMO monster is
not as easily escapable.
Populations are growing across the
world, and farmable land, outside of what
used to be small villages, can no longer
supply their populations with enough
food. Prices increase with hunger, poverty
ensues, and crime rates grow. In a place
where “slow food” always existed, the best
solution available to them is Monsanto
— the company that coined a genetically
modified super seed that can endure
almost any growing condition. For some

of the time, Monsanto is the savior of the
impoverished village: crop yield is high,
food is ample, and things begin to look
up. Then replanting season comes, and
the farmers aren’t allowed to use the seed
they saved from the last year’s crop — they
need to buy it all again.
GMO seed is expensive and must be
repurchased at the beginning of each
growing season because of copyright
issues. Even though the farmers are selling
more crop, they make the same if not less
than they did before. The farmer cannot go
back to farming non-GMO crop because
the modified seed destroys the soil so that
normal seed cannot grow there. And so
begins a cruel kind of indentured servitude,
the farmers contractually obliged to grow
Monsanto’s seed for much less income
than they are due.
Is growing GMO crops worth it then?
Even though it is food, the majority of it
is corn or soy. The village diet becomes
remarkably unnatural, and sometimes
the water supply becomes poisoned with
runoff from the high amount of pesticides
sprayed on the almost pesticide-resistant
GMO crop. Things are almost as bad as
they were before.
This is where Soylent comes in. A

community in the midst of a food crisis
cannot rely solely on slow food, nor can
it trust GMO products. While Soylent
is fairly pricey at the current rate at $85
for seven bags, it gives the nutrition a
hungry person needs without the problem
of growing it. At a lower price, Soylent
could give a community extra time to
find alternative solutions or improve their
farming methods, and in years of bad crop
yield gives a bit of a safety net. While many
improvements need to be made, including
price, supply and accessibility, Soylent
could mean food security, a necessary
ingredient for the advancement of these
rapidly growing communities.
What could a thing like Soylent do for
countries that are fine without it? For one,
it is a quick fix for the nutrition crisis in
the United States. Average Americans
consume limited amounts of fiber and
certain nutrients while overloading on
sodium, sugars and fats. Soylent regulates
all of that through pre-calculating the
ideal amounts of fiber, oils, and all other
nutrients humans get through food.
Soylent is, well, pretty gross in its current
stage of development. But it offers a new,
advantageous perspective on food, one that
could even be life-saving, in many ways.
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WBEZ podcast ‘Serial’
tells thrilling murder drama
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WHAT’S HAPPENING
Jenny Price: Enact Our Metropolis!
Wednesday, Nov. 12 at 4:30 p.m.
Newhouse Center
New InterView and Catalogue Launch Reception
Wednesday, Nov. 12 at 6 p.m.
Davis Museum
Shakespeare Society’s “The Tempest”
Thursday, Nov. 13 at 7 p.m.
Shakespeare House
Always Connected: The Promise of Wearable Technology
Friday, Nov. 17 at 5 p.m.
MIT Museum
MIT Musical Theatre Guild’s “Legally Blonde”
Friday, Nov. 14 at 7 p.m.
MIT, Building W20
Meet and Greet with the Penguins of Madagascar
Saturday, Nov. 15 at 11 a.m.
Showcase Cinema Woburn
Ballroom Workshop: Artistic Musicality
Saturday, Nov. 15 at 1:30 p.m.
MIT, Building 13
Wellesley College Theatre’s “Mary Shelley”
Saturday, Nov. 15 at 4:30 and 7 p.m.
Alumnae Hall
Shruti Laya
Saturday, Nov. 15 at 5:30 p.m.
Jewett Art Center
WZLY Story Slam: Anxiety
Saturday Nov 15 at 7 p.m.
Punch’s Alley

ALICE LIANG ’16, CO-EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

By NIKITA NAGRAS ’17
Contributing Writer
Baltimore County, 1999: The body of Hae Min Lee, a popular and athletic student at Woodlawn High
School, is found half-buried in Leakin Park. Police discover strangulation marks around her neck, and a
murder investigation begins. A few days later, Hae’s ex-boyfriend, Adnan Syed, is arrested and questioned.
He insists that he had nothing to do with Hae’s murder and maintains his innocence even after his conviction.
Fifteen years later, Adnan still pleads his innocence and hopes for exoneration.
Thus begins WBEZ Chicago’s new podcast “Serial.” Almost overnight, a small-town criminal case dug
up from the grim past has become the topic of dinner conversations. “Serial” has spawned countless articles
and topped the iTunes chart since its debut. Sarah Koenig, the podcast’s brilliant yet humane narrator, takes
us through her investigative journey as she searches for clues that would either confirm or deny Adnan’s
innocence. In the first episode, she examines the state prosecution case against Adnan and discovers that
a single witness testimony from drug dealer Jay condemned Adnan behind bars. The podcast focuses on
unravelling Jay’s testimony and other evidence bit by bit and collecting bits of corroborative evidence to
figure out what occurred in those 45 minutes on the night of Jan. 13, 1999. The difficulty? Adnan cannot
remember what he was doing that day.
It would be reductive to call “Serial” a murder mystery. A real-life story has no definitive end; nobody,
not even the creators of the podcast, knows the truth yet. Sarah Koenig admits she’s fumbling, but we are
only too happy to fumble along with her. Her investigation deals less with forensics and more with witness
accounts. She speaks with Adnan on a weekly basis and contacts Adnan’s and Hae’s old classmates and
friends. Listening to the podcast is an emotional experience, unlike reading murder-mystery novels where
clues leave a clearer path and suspects always have an obvious motive. We are taken in by Adnan’s charm,
are able to visualize his “dairy-cow large brown eyes.” We leap for joy when Koenig uncovers something
that could prove his innocence, and we are disappointed when he seems more capable of Hae’s murder. We
listen to excerpts of Hae’s diary with fondness, only to realize that the life of a vibrant young girl was cut so
short. We lose sleep when Koenig finds a chilling clue, and we linger on the “Serial” sub-Reddit thread until
the next weekly installment.
Perhaps what strikes a chord with us are the themes of displacement, love and teenage rebellion that
reappear in each episode. Although Koenig mostly focuses on her investigation, she does not forget to breathe
life into her witnesses, refusing to treat them like black-and-white newspaper cutouts. Adnan and Hae were
the children of immigrants, of Pakistani and Korean origin respectively. Governed by strict rules at home,
the two devised a system in which they secretly met and talked without the knowledge of their conservative
parents. They performed the roles their parents expected them to but rebelled all the same. Adnan was a
straight-A student, track and football star and EMT, but he hooked up with girls and smoked pot on the
side. Hae’s story is a bit more obscure, possibly due to legal reasons, but her diary reveals conflicts with her
parents and her struggle to reconcile her home and social life. Her absolute adoration of Adnan is perhaps
the most heartbreaking, reminiscent of our own teenage naivety and innocence. Adnan simultaneously
remains a charmer and a frightening enigma. Regardless of whether or not he committed the crime, his
completely normal personality makes us question whether the friends and family around us can turn into
raging sociopaths and whether homicidal tendencies lie latent within all of us.
From the ethical perspective, “Serial” can potentially disturb the lives and privacy of the people directly or
indirectly involved with the case. Adnan and Jay are not fictional characters, but some users on Twitter and
Reddit have taken it upon themselves to stalk the Facebook profiles of the people Koenig has interviewed,
and they outright accuse some people of murdering Hae. Koenig does not reveal the names of the people she
has interviewed. In some cases, she even allows anonymous accounts. Although the producers have ensured
that their storytelling remains ethical, the same cannot be said for the thousands of netizens that disperse
anonymous, incriminating messages. Michelle Dean of the Guardian expresses concern that Redditors may
launch an attack on an unknowing person, just as they accused an innocent boy of being the instigator of
the Boston Marathon bombings. Fortunately, moderators of the “Serial” sub-Reddit forbid pictures and any
mention of people’s last names to avoid disturbing the privacy of the people affected and traumatized by the
events.
An installment of the podcast is released every Thursday. As of now, Sarah Koenig has not discovered
the truth, but she claims that she keeps receiving new information regarding the case. But as most listeners
will say, what makes “Serial” intriguing is not the anticipation that comes right before a revelation, but the
process of finding and contemplating. “Serial” will continue to grip the masses long after the case has been
closed and shelved.

Boston Ballet’s Swan Lake
Sunday Nov 16 at 3 p.m.
Boston Opera House
Consensus
Monday, Nov. 17 at 8 a.m.
Lulu Chow Wang Campus Center

ARTS IN THE NEWS
By KAT MALLARY ’17
Arts Editor
MUSIC
“Live at Smalls,” a collection of vintage-style soul jazz from
the new record label SmallsLive, is one of several albums
released by the label this week. SmallsLive is one of several
new, notable labels to have grown out of the New York City
jazz scene, often featuring recordings live in the clubs where
they originated. Half Note, affiliated with the Blue Note Jazz
Club, represents an older member of the tradition of music
labels growing out of jazz clubs. A more recent example of
such labels, Smoke Sessions, is the imprint of the Upper West
Side club Smoke which started up just this year, and has also
experienced immediate success.
STREET ART
The area between West 140th Street and 150th Street is being
turned into something of a painted aviary, as graffiti artists, local
gallerists and landlords collaborate with the National Audubon
Society to bring 314 murals of North American avian fauna
to the neighborhood, where ornithologist and painter John J.
Audubon lived during his final years. The campaign, painted on
roll-down gates and barren walls, is meant to help the Audubon
Society’s campaign raise awareness of birds that are currently
threatened by climate change. The art is also helping spread
awareness of the Audubon name beyond the local drug market
at Audubon Terrace.
THEATRE
Harvard alum Laurence O’Keefe, the composer and lyricist of
the cult musical “Bat Boy,” has swooped in to offer his guidance
on a Harvard student production of the show. The musical,
based on a creature that appeared in several Weekly World
News stories, has gradually come closer to being produced on
Broadway but has only achieved success in niche audiences so
far. When the students involved contacted O’Keefe, hoping that
he might visit a rehearsal or offer a master class, O’Keefe and
the two other creators of the musical decided instead to use the
student production as a workshop to prepare the show to go to
Broadway.
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Music streaming
services help artists
access larger audiences
By DANNI ONDRASKOVA ’18
Assistant Opinions Editor

After Taylor Swift withdrew “1989,” her
latest album, from Spotify and YouTube this
week due to copyright and revenue concerns,
a flurry of debate ensued about the merits of
music streaming services. Spotify, Pandora,
iTunes Radio and other streaming services let
users listen to music in artist playlists or genre
stations with occasional ads. These services are
available on a variety of online and application
platforms throughout the United States, Canada
and much of Europe. When these services reach
more countries, the market for music stations
will greatly expand. Given these facts and the
decline in pirated music and digital sales, it is
no surprise that services like Spotify are being
scrutinized.
Why do services like Spotify exist in the
first place? They were founded to increase the
exposure of music artists and to give them an
additional source of revenue. Musicians draw
their revenue from a variety of sources: concerts,
endorsements, commercials, radio, film use and
finally album and song purchases.
According to The Guardian, while artists earn
an average of $74.19 for a song played on the
radio and $93,000 for a private concert, they
garner a mere $1.28 per album sale. Although
most new artists don’t have their music played
in commercials or Hollywood films, the fact
remains that they too earn a large proportion of
their income from concerts and shouldn’t expect
to garner large sums of money from album sales
or contracts with streaming services.

The fact of the matter is that streaming
services are not known as money-raisers for
music artists. Even world-renowned artists like
Eminem make only $373,000 a year per song on
Spotify. Yet he and the vast majority of music
artists, well-known and obscure, flock to these
services in droves because the publicity they
get from these sources exceeds revenue losses.
Before music streaming services were created,
YouTube launched anonymous singers like
Justin Bieber and Susan Boyle to an international
audiences. Pandora, Spotify and iTunes Radio
have taken that baton and run with it, elevating
up-and-coming artists in featured playlists. The
Guardian reported this year that 23 percent of
Americans use subscription and streaming
services and that revenue for streaming services
broke the $1 billion mark this spring. This trend
in music bodes well for all artists because their
revenue will likely balloon with an expanding
market.
The issue of streaming services and artist
revenue is a complex one because of its many
dimensions. One must first consider and compare
the interests of the many parties involved: the
artist, their label, the songwriter, the audience
and society. A case can certainly be made that
services like Spotify are not acting ethically
enough when making deals with artists and their
record labels, and long-term changes should be
made to Spotify’s policy to further improve the
service. However, artists should ultimately view
services like Spotify as a tool they can use to
amplify their influence in the music market, not
as a significant source of income.
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EVENT OF THE WEEK

MARY COUGHLIN ’15, PRODUCTION MANAGER

This weekend, a group of Wellesley students went on a field trip
arranged by the art department to the Metropolitan Museum of
Art in New York City. On their way back to campus on Saturday
night, one of the two buses caught on fire, forcing students on
board to evacuate immediately. Passengers had to wait on the side
of the I-95 highway for transportation to a rest stop.

One Direction fanfiction “After” gains sudden popularity

SHIRLEY LU ‘15

COURTESY OF WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

By KATHERINE AOKI ’17
Contributing Writer
It seems as if fanfiction is popping up everywhere nowadays. From “Fifty Shades of
Grey” to “After,” there is about a 50 percent chance the latest romance novel in Target’s
book section is placed under fanfiction. “After,” by Anna Todd, is a One Direction
fanfiction that has been thrust into the spotlight.
With the huge fandom behind One Direction, both the self-proclaimed “directioners”
and those who deny bopping their heads along to a tune — don’t lie we have all done
it at some point — one would think “After” would be widely accepted. However, many
fans feel that this fanfiction misrepresents One Direction as a whole and that it negatively
impacts the perception of their fandom.
Although there are plenty of fans reading fanfiction and fanfiction websites, such as
Archive Of Our Own, the fans who choose to read “After” are often viewed as “trashy”
or “messed up.” This labeling can also be applied to those in other fandoms that read the
fanfictions that are not widely accepted by the fandom as a whole. So the question arises:
What happens to a fandom and its perception when fanfiction becomes widely known?
Some may argue that this publicity is simply just a widening of the fan base, that
by publishing these fanfiction people will become interested in the band or the object
mentioned in the fanfiction. They see any type of fanfiction being published to be a
positive reflection of the fandom. However, many fans view the publication of fanfiction
that is similar to “After” to be dangerous to the band. In “After,” Harry is portrayed as a
womanizer and a reckless college student who only cares about doing drugs and using
women for sex. While Todd did change the name of the main character from Harry to
Hardin, readers already know that he was previously named Harry. Todd’s twitter photo,
which seems to depict the two main characters in an embrace, still has Harry Styles’ face

in it. Although Todd attempted to destroy the image of Harry as a womanizer in real
life, she failed because of the intersection between fandom and media. In the early days
of One Direction, you could find Harry being labeled as a womanizer every time One
Direction was mentioned in the media.
Fanfiction is often written because fans support certain character pairings, referred to
as “shipping” in fanfiction jargon. Once a particular “ship” is popularized through social
media platforms, these “ships” begin to accumulate a following and numerous fanfictions,
with fans finding pictures and evidence to support the “shipping.” In the case of “After,”
media have begun to find ways to link Harry Styles and One Direction and their personas
within this work of fiction.
Although there have been some fanfictions that have been published and made it “big”
in the literary world, the chance that your favorite fanfiction will become popular is very
slim. “After” and other fictions like “Fifty Shades of Grey” make it big because there are
large followings behind them. “After” itself has over 270 million reads, although many of
them come from people rereading or just reading bits and pieces of it.
Another One Direction fanfiction, “These Inconvenient Fireworks,” has also been
published but the number of people outside of the fandom that have heard of it can be
counted on one hand. So what makes stories like “After” so enticing that there has to be a
published book and the chance of a movie made? Having read parts of this fanfiction, I can
say that I have no idea why anybody would continue to read it after learning how abusive
the main character, Hardin, is. However, this fanfiction does seem to have similarities
to “Fifty Shades of Grey” in that it offers mature scenes to the readers and a plain Jane
character that you can project yourself upon if you feel the need to do so. The ingredients
for a successful fanfiction seem to be as many sex scenes as you can fit in featuring a plain
Jane and a domineering male. If you have these, then Target’s romance section eagerly
awaits the release of the next latest fanfiction craze.
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ATHLETE OF THE WEEK
SYDNEY CARFAGNO ’15
S.C.: The Springfield game last week,
actually. It was my senior day, which
was nice, but everyone came together,
everything was working and everyone
was super excited. It was a good game,
it was really tight, and it could have gone
either way, but things just finally clicked.
Plus it was Springfield.

By ANNA CAHILL ’18
Sports and Wellness Editor
Sydney Carfagno ’15 is one of Wellesley
volleyball’s most decorated players. The
outside hitter has been a force for the Blue
since her first year, when she was named
NEWMAC rookie of the year and AVCA
Regional All-American Freshman of the
Year. Since then, Carfagno has earned Hall
of Fame All-Tournament, All-Conference,
NEWVA All-New England and AVCA
Regional All-American nods, in addition
to two Seven Sisters All-Tournament MVP
awards. Carfagno has also joined a short
list of Wellesley volleyball AVCA National
All-Americans. This season, she ranked
third in the NEWMAC in kills per set and
total kills, recording 365.
Carfagno concluded her final season
on the Blue volleyball team last Saturday
in the NEWMAC tournament semifinal
at MIT. After a thrilling 3-1 quarterfinal
victory over Wheaton, the Blue fell to the
MIT Engineers in three tight sets, the last
coming down to two points in a 25-23
close. Although it was an early tournament
exit for Carfagno, who has played in three
NEWMAC championships, the co-captain
is walking away from her final season
satisfied with the growth her team has
shown throughout the year. The Wellesley
News recently sat down with her to reflect
on her volleyball career, experiences and
post-college plans.
Anna Cahill (A.C.): How would you
describe this past season and how was it
different from previous years?
Sydney Carfagno (S.C.): We graduated
a lot of people last year, so we had a lot
of positions on the court that opened up.
That was definitely the biggest thing.
The dynamic was different because it
had basically been the same team for the
last three years, so it was a new start. We
had some ups and downs with our mental
game, but when we did come together, it
definitely clicked, especially at the end of
the season.

UPCOMING
MATCHES
Saturday, Nov. 15
Fencing at New England
Conference Meet #1 @ MIT
8:30 a.m.

A.C.: Do you have any plans or goals for
what you might want to do after college?
S.C.: Right now, I think I want to take
some time off, but I’m hoping that I can
coach at my high school and club when
I go home. I’m also thinking I want to
go into sports management or sports
information.

COURTESY OF ALEX BERMAN ’16

A.C.: What was the team focused on
going into the NEWMAC tournament this
year?
S.C.: I think especially for the
quarterfinal game we were all really
excited and kind of had something to
show to everyone, that we deserved to be
there. It didn’t turn out the way it should
have, but I think it showed how much we
had come together over the season.
A.C.: As a senior, did this postseason
feel any different?
S.C.: It did. For the past the years, we
had gotten to the finals pretty easily and,
especially in my first couple seasons, we
had been nationally ranked a couple times,
so it was different. Not that I didn’t like
it — I thought that the way the team came
together and pulled it together at the end
was a lot better than it had been in the past.
A.C.: What has been the most
memorable game or moment of your
college career?

A.C.: What have you learned from being
a part of the volleyball team that will carry
over into your career?
S.C.: Well, I’ve been playing volleyball
since I was ten, so it’s definitely the work
ethic and leadership that comes from that
and just prioritizing everything, getting
my work done and just being competitive.
A.C.: Besides coaching, will you
continue to play volleyball?
S.C.: I hope so. I don’t know to
what extent, but I’d like to play beach
[volleyball] if I can.
A.C.: What will you miss about your
experience on the volleyball team?
S.C.: It’s kind of been hitting me the
past couple days. I’ve always had that next
year and now it’s finally over. Especially
here, it’s such a great family to be a part
of and, I mean, I know I’m still going to
be a part of it and keep in contact with
them, but it’s just weird that it’s done. I
think definitely what made my time here
was being a part of the team and a part of
the athletic family.

Cross Country at NCAA
Regional @ Williams
12:30 p.m.
Swimming & Diving @
Simmons
1 p.m.
Field Hockey vs. TBA @
Salisbury (NCAA Second
Round)
2 p.m.
Squash vs. Colby @ MIT
2 p.m.
Basketball @ University of
New England
6 p.m.
Sunday, Nov. 16
Basketball vs. TBA @
University of New England
TBA

A.C.: Who is your favorite athlete?
S.C.: Kerri Walsh [US Olympic Beach
volleyball player].

Tuesday, Nov. 18
Squash vs. Tufts @ MIT
7 p.m.

GET IN THE GAME
THE QUINNIPIAC MASTER’S IN SPORTS JOURNALISM
Step up your game and get into the action with the MS in Sports Journalism from
Quinnipiac. Bring your passion and drive and we’ll prepare you for a career in this
fast-paced field.
• Great Northeast location easily accessible to some of the country’s most dynamic sports
media companies
• Faculty of experienced journalists offering real-world perspective and support
• Outstanding facilities, cutting-edge equipment, and the multimedia and mobile tools you’ll
need – in the studio or the field
• Learning opportunities covering Division I sports at one of New England’s best college
venues, Quinnipiac’s TD Bank Sports Center
• Two tracks, on-campus broadcast/multimedia track and online writing track

Learn more or apply:
www.quinnipiac.edu/gradprograms
graduate@quinnipiac.edu

800-462-1944 | Hamden & North Haven, Connecticut
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KSC renovations to be completed by January 2015
By GRACE BALLENGER ’17
Staff Writer

Renovations to the Keohane Sports
Center (KSC) Fieldhouse began in March,
and the construction remains on schedule,
which means that the Fieldhouse will
likely be open for second semester this
year as projected.
A smaller scale renovation project
was also started on the boathouse at the
beginning of the month. This project is
scheduled to finish in May 2015.
Although the remodeling was initially
delayed due to difficulty in obtaining work
permits, all of the construction since the
project started has proceeded smoothly
according to Bridget Belgiovine, director
of athletics, who is also serving as the
client lead for this project. In this capacity,
Belgiovine works with the project manager
and helps unify differing opinions and
priorities to create a plan for construction.
Belgiovine dispelled rumors that the
progress on the field house renovation was
behind schedule.
“The actual construction is not at all
behind, the workers have been amazing.
They have been very accommodating.
We were not issued the building permits
as scheduled. However, we are still on
schedule to open for the spring semester,”
Belgiovine said. She then added that had
the construction started earlier in the year,
it likely would have finished at the end of
December instead of in January, which
would have given them more time to put
equipment in place.
The fieldhouse needed renovation
because the building is no longer
considered a state of the art facility, due
to aging and changes in the field of fitness.
“Sports and fitness facilities have
changed dramatically, and this building is
over 35 years old. It was, in fact, state of
the art when it opened in 1985, and it is
clearly no longer state of the art. And that’s
just the nature of how construction and
building and fitness and sports fitness have
changed rather dramatically,” Belgiovine
said.
In addition, structural problems, such as
leaks in the ceilings and walls, were also a
factor in renovating the building.
However, Belgiovine emphasizes that
the push for renovation also came from
an increased focus on fitness among the

student body.
“As the varsity programs have grown and
as student interest in fitness has grown, we
have actually outgrown the spaces, and the
multi-use purposes of the spaces became
problematic,” Belgiovine said.
The changes that will take place in the
fieldhouse during the construction include
a total renovation of the roof and walls, as
well as the addition of a new permanent
wood floor and a set of retractable
bleachers that will serve the basketball
and volleyball teams. The renovation will
reduce the number of tennis courts and
add a new track, a larger batting cage and
smaller features that include an additional
entrance, meeting spaces and refurbished
bathrooms.
Currently, renovations on the exterior of
the building are complete except for the
addition of windows. The construction
team is now working on laying down the
final wood flooring and preparing the
walls for painting.
Meanwhile, a completely new feature is
being added: a mezzanine with a fitness
center that overlooks the fieldhouse. The
mezzanine will have a total area of over
4,000 square feet and will be climatecontrolled and soundproofed, so that noise
within the fitness center does not spill over
into the fieldhouse.
According to the project manager, Paul
McAndrew, the addition of the fitness
center was not a part of initial plans at the
beginning of the project, but the design
team added it.
“If you go back to the very start of this
project, the project was really just a field
house renovation that included a building
envelope and a new sports floor. There
were amazing components that we added
to this project to make it what it is today,”
McAndrews said.
The boathouse project was proposed
with the KSC renovation project; however,
funding was only granted to the field house
project. As a result, the boathouse project
is being funded thanks to the generosity of
Alice Butler ’53 and her husband John.
Belgiovine explains that the boathouse
is important to the college because of its
unique location and history.
“The current boathouse dates back to
1963 and is a rare facility as it sits on
the water. It is a campus jewel, given the
setting of Lake Waban, with a proud and
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Interior renovations in the KSC will include retractable bleachers, a new track, a larger
batting cage, as well as new meeting spaces and refurbished restrooms.
valued history and use by many Wellesley
students and alumnae,” Belgiovine said.
The boathouse requires repairs to its
roof and siding, as well as a classroom
that will be added during the construction
process. The basic structure of the building
will remain the same, but new pulleys
will be added for use with the barge, and
the electrical system will be changed to
accommodate the impact of flooding.
Construction on the fieldhouse affects the
tennis and basketball teams the most. The
tennis team had to move several matches
this fall because they couldn’t access the
indoor courts. The basketball team has also
had to practice at NEWMAC opponent
Babson College, which has forced them
to switch to a morning practice schedule
instead of their usual afternoon practice
time. In addition, the basketball team will
have to play all of their home games at
Babson until January.
According to basketball co-captain
Meghan Sargent ’15, adjusting to the
morning schedule has been tricky, and
there are small things that the team can no
longer do without a home court.
“It has been a little tough practicing in
the morning, but we are doing pretty well
with that,” Sargent said. “It has been hard
not having a space where we can easily

go to shoot around both before and after
practice or just at other times when we
want to get some extra shots in.”
The renovations seeks to eliminate
the need for varsity athletes and other
community members to share the same
space. Varsity teams will maintain a
separate conditioning space, and the
addition of the new fitness center will
allow community members and physical
education classes enough space to work
out at the same time.
Sargent explains that for the basketball
team, the additional space will ultimately
be beneficial because it will allow the team
to have a regulation-size court where the
team can practice.
“The past three years, we have not had
a permanent, regulation-size basketball
court. During the off season, we had to
play in the multipurpose gym. The court in
that gym is much smaller than the court we
play on for games. We also had to practice
off campus at the beginning of every
season because the basketball court did
not go down before our season started,”
Sargent said.
The Wellesley community will be able
to use the fieldhouse once again when it
opens for the spring semester.

Blue field hockey wins second consecutive
NEWMAC title, advances to NCAA second round
By LAURA BRINDLEY ’16
Staff Writer

Wellesley field hockey came into the NEWMAC
tournament with high expectations after winning the
conference championship last year and earning a No. 10
national ranking this season. On Saturday, the Blue faced
the Babson Beavers at the Wellesley Outdoor Fields
Complex in the NEWMAC semifinal game and won 4-1.
Midfielder Nikki Sharkin ’17 set the pace for the Blue,
scoring two goals in the first 10 minutes of play. Anissa
Sridhar ’16 and Meghan Peterson ’15 each scored a goal
in the second half, securing Wellesley’s spot in the final
game of the NEWMAC tournament the next day. Sunday’s
championship featured the Blue and the Mount Holyoke
Lyons in a rematch of last year’s conference final.
“After a great week of practice, we came into the game
and the entire NEWMAC tournament confident in our
team’s ability to defend our title and get the job done on
our turf. Earning home-field advantage in the game and
the tournament as a whole is a huge advantage to us, and
we were proud to have worked all season to earn that,”
Hannah Flesch ’16 said after Sunday’s game.
The Blue came into the championship with a 17-2 overall
record and ready to take the NEWMAC title for the second
consecutive year.
Sunday’s game was full of energy from Blue fans, and the
balmy, 55 degree weather could not have made for better
playing conditions. The stands were full of Blue pride and
cheering from the start of the game as the Wellesley field
hockey team looked to repeat last season’s outcome.
“We have a long rivalry with Mount Holyoke, so we
knew it would be a tough game and we had to come out
strong,” said Sharkin.
The first half of the game was as tough as anticipated for
both the Blue and the Lyons. Each team relied heavily on
its defense to keep the first half scoreless. Wellesley and
Mount Holyoke both recorded three shots on goal by the
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Nikki Sharkin ’17 takes control of the ball during the
NEWMAC final game, which the Blue won in overtime.

35 minute mark, while the Lyons led the half in penalty
corners with four compared to Wellesley’s three. Solid
play by both goalkeepers left Blue fans on the edge of their
seats going into the scoreless halftime.
Wellesley’s defense was the driving force in the second
half of the game, creating several interceptions to continue
a shut out of the Lyons. The second half involved more
physical play than the first half, with Mount Holyoke’s
Christine Ianni receiving a green card in the 64th minute
of play. Ianni, a forward, tripped Sharkin with her stick in

an intense chase for possession, but the Blue maintained
ball control for the rest of the half, leading Mount Holyoke
in both shots on goal and penalty corners. Despite their
strong play in the backfield and an offensive advantage,
the Blue were unable to convert and finished regulation
time in a draw.
With the tied score of 0-0, the game went into a seven
on seven sudden death overtime. The seven Blue players
endured several battles for possession, and their hard work
paid off in the seventh minute of overtime when they were
given their fifth penalty corner opportunity of the game.
Midfielder Sridhar quickly passed the ball to Flesch, who
then scored the game-winning goal for the Blue. The crowd
erupted in cheers, and the entire Blue field hockey team
stormed the field, ecstatic over their second consecutive
NEWMAC title.
“The highlight of the game was the OT period because
we controlled the field for the most part. After drawing five
corners, we knew we had the game,” Flesch reflected after
scoring the go ahead game-winner.
After the celebration on the field, the Blue were awarded
the NEWMAC trophy, and defender Meghan Peterson ’15
was named the NEWMAC tournament’s Most Outstanding
Player.
“When I first heard my name called, I was really surprised
to be honest. I don’t think I would have [the award] if it
wasn’t for the other 18 girls standing behind me,” said
Peterson after accepting her award on Sunday. “Our team
excelled most at keeping our composure and constantly
believed that we would be the winning team.”
The Blue finish the NEWMAC tournament with a record
of 18-2, matching last year’s record in wins. The Blue
hope to increase this number as they advance to the NCAA
tournament this weekend. Sunday’s nail-biter victory sent
the Blue to the second round of the NCAA tournament in
Salisbury, Maryland, where they will face the winner of
Juniata College and Gwynedd Mercy University’s first
round matchup on Saturday at 2 p.m.

