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Wellesley to accept
applications from
trans women

COURTESY OF WELLESLEY COLLEGE MEDIA RELATIONS

President Kim Bottomly addresses the student body following announcement of new admissions policy.
By SARA RATHOD ’15
Staff Writer
By the time the next admission cycle rolls around,
Wellesley will begin accepting applications from
anyone who identifies as a woman, making Wellesley
the fifth women’s college to officially open its doors to
transgender women in the last six months. The decision
was announced following a wave of declarations from
Mills College, Mount Holyoke, Simmons and finally
Bryn Mawr that they would alter their admission policies
to be inclusive of trans women.
On Friday, President Kim Bottomly appeared before
an auditorium full of students to answer their questions
about the policy, which had just been released the day
before.
“Today we are proud to say that Wellesley will open its
doors to a more diverse population of women,” President
Bottomly said.
The official announcement of the new trustees’
decision, which was sent out via email, states that anyone
who lives as a woman and consistently identifies as a
woman will be considered for admission. That excludes
trans men, who will not be eligible to apply to Wellesley.
Associate Professor of Women’s and Gender Studies
Irene Mata, who served on the President’s Advisory
Committee on Gender & Wellesley (PACGW), said
that beyond our community, Wellesley and the rest of
the women’s colleges who adjusted their policies are
playing a critical role in reinforcing the message that

trans women are women.
“We’re in this really privileged position where we get
to reinforce that very important message,” Mata said.
“When we think about what’s happening to our trans
community, especially considering the violence against
trans women of color and the number of trans women of
color who have been killed in the past several months,
it’s appalling. Something is very wrong when trans
women are being killed by their fathers and being killed
on the street and there’s nothing being done to bring
them justice.”
Mata said she is proud that Wellesley has taken the
step to reaffirm the identity of trans women. Wellesley’s
decision has so far been reported in the Boston Globe,
the Huffington Post and Slate as well as on TIME.com
and WBUR, Boston’s NPR news station.
Bottomly spoke of the policy as representative of a
new era in Wellesley’s history.
“The 19th century for women was a century of proving.
The 20th century was a century of pioneers, a century of
so many first women to do various things. And many of
the firsts were Wellesley women,” she said. “The 21st
century will be the century of the woman, the first century
in which women will have an equal voice in society. We
will need to negotiate and renegotiate cultural norms. We
will need wise and capable women.”
The policy announced last week is mainly based on
self-identification but the College may still request
a letter of confirmation — for example from a parent,
healthcare provider, teacher or clergy — if a student’s
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SENATE REPORT
Elections Committee update
CG President Hana Glasser ’16 said
that CG cabinet is being particularly
thoughtful this year to ensure a streamlined
elections process for both students and CG
candidates. This will assure that future
cabinet members will not have to reevaluate
the process annually. One major change
is how campagin violations are treated.
Previously, a candidate would risk being
taken off the ballot if they accumulated
three “strikes.” However, as of this year,
violations are now broken down into three
tiers. The tiers are leveled based on severity
and they will determine what actions will
be taken against the candidate. Tier one
consists of violation such as inappropriate
spamming or vertical chalking. These
violations do not result in the candidate’s
removal from the ballot. The second tier
is not participating in all mandatory events
that are a part of candidacy such as the
two debates. Tier three consists of the
highest violations such as misrepresentation
of finances or interfering with another
candidate. Violations that fall under tier
three threaten the candidate’s position on
the ballot and an Honor Code Violation
will be filed against the candidate. Changes
are also being made in communications
including a new Google spreadsheet that
will help candidates easily communicate
with organizations on campus.
Spring bus schedule
The Senate bus and Natick Mall bus will be
running on their normal schedules during
spring break. The Babson-Olin exchange
shuttle will run for the first half of the
week. In previous years, a Roche Brothers
shuttle was commissioned that would
transport students to get groceries. This
year; however, the Roche Brothers shuttle
will not be running. Instead, the MWRTA,
which cycles around the MetroWest
area, will run for $1.10 a ride. A Google
spreadsheet will also be created where
students can communicate with each other
regarding transportation needs.
WEED Plastic Bottle Campaign
Wellesley Energy and Environmental
Defense (WEED) presented at senate where
they spoke of the international “Banning
the Bottle” campaign. The purpose of
the campaign is to not ban single-use
bottles entirely, but rather create a campus
environment that promotes reusable bottles.
One implementation of this could be
banning any College funds from being spent
on buying single-use bottles, or working
with individual departments. In 2010, the
College spend around $85,000 on single-use
water bottles alone. This number has since
gone down, but is still a significant amount.
The Office of Sustainability can provide
departments or organizations with rentable
water pitchers that can be used at events.
The Office of Sustainability is also looking
into the installation of water fountains,
with bottle fillers, around campus. WEED
is currently interested in gauging student
interest in the campaign.
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Policy will apply beginning with class of 2020
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gender identity is not clearly reflected in the rest of that
student’s application materials. The College is aware that
the Free Application for Student Aid, or FAFSA, forms
is often based on legal documents which are notoriously
difficult and expensive to change. Several states like Idaho
and Tennessee still refuse to alter the sex on a person’s
birth certificate.
Applicants who identify as non-binary — outside of
the two-gender system or challenging that system —
must have been designated female at birth in order to be
considered for admission to Wellesley. Once the student
is admitted to Wellesley, the College will not make any
attempt to distinguish those who identify as male from
those who identify as female. That means that if, after
being accepted to Wellesley, a student who comes to
identify as a trans man, he will still be able to graduate
with a Wellesley degree.
In practice, the inclusion of trans women and exclusion
of trans men will likely only affect a small percentage
of the population. The current population of trans men
on campus is statistically close to zero percent and is
outnumbered by the population of gender nonconforming
students. In total, the two groups comprise only 0.3
percent of the student body. In fact, there are more men
from other colleges who are cross-registered at Wellesley
from schools like Olin, Babson and MIT than there are
trans men who attend Wellesley.
Still, the question of how to adapt Wellesley’s admission
policy to keep pace with our understanding of gender in
the 21st century has prompted soul-searching on the part of
students, faculty, staff and alumnae as to what Wellesley’s
role is as a women’s college in a world that recognizes the
fluidity of gender.
The PACGW, which was charged with exploring that
very question, agreed in their first meeting in November
on the underlying assumption that Wellesley would remain
a women’s college. The policy announced last week again
reaffirmed the College’s mission to educate women. The
announcement itself, as well as President Bottomly’s
opening speech at Friday’s question-and-answer session,
made use of female pronouns, punctuating the decision to
continue using female-specific language like “sisterhood”
in institutional communication.
“The world is not yet where we would like it to be in
terms of equality for women and equal opportunities
for women,” Chair of the PACGW Adele Wolfson said.
“Having the experience of being here in a place where you
are cherished but also challenged is so important still.”
The policy seems to enjoy considerable support within
the Wellesley community. In February, faculty voted nearly
unanimously in favor of both admitting trans women and
allowing trans men to graduate, decisions which were
upheld by the Board of Trustees last week.
According to a Wellesley News survey which garnered
just under 350 responses, most students support the
trustees’ decisions. When the policy was broken down,
each major decision, including the choice not to accept
applications from trans men, enjoyed majority support
among the respondents with over half indicating that they
were either “very satisfied” or “satisfied.” When it came to
the decision to admit trans women, around 75 percent of
students indicated that they were either “very satisfied” or
“satisfied.” In fact, admitting trans women was one of the
two most popular decisions the trustees made, the other
being the continued use of women-centric language in
institutional communications.
Some students, despite supporting the decision to admit
trans women, are concerned with the requirement that an
applicant “consistently identify as a woman.” Although
Wellesley does not appear to rely on legal documents,
which often identify a person by their designated sex at
birth, some trans women may not feel safe coming out
to their community and may be unable to convince their
parents or teachers to write a letter affirming their identity
as women.
Bottomly said that the most important thing to remember
is that applications are evaluated on an individual basis and
that admissions representatives are aware of the obstacles
trans women may face in declaring their identity. Mata
agreed that the admissions team will be able to handle the
complexities of evaluating trans applicants.
“The admissions committee is so savvy,” Mata said.
“They understand the kind of challenges that individuals
face, especially younger people in trying to establish [their
identity] legally.”
She added that she has confidence the Admissions Office
will also be able to easily root out men who are “trolling
the system” by posing as trans women, a concern which
some students have raised.
Around 14 percent of students oppose the decision to
admit trans women, citing concern that admitting those
who were designated male at birth may detract from
Wellesley’s purpose as a women’s college.
“I feel like the authenticity of being a women’s college is
lost now that students will know there are physical males
on campus — dressed like a woman or not — that could
potentially be more of a threat when competing for grades,
etc.,” Brittany Lamon-Paredes ‘15 said. “Over my four
years, one of the most appealing things about Wellesley is
that students can find their confidence as women.”
However, for the vast majority, admitting trans women
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Students, faculty and staff gather in Alumnae Ballroom to hear President Bottomly discuss new policy.
falls squarely in line with the College’s principles, not
because of the clothes they wear but because of their
personal identity as women. Alumna Lia Poorvu, who
graduated from Wellesley in 1956 and served on the
PACGW, said for her, admitting trans women was a nobrainer.
“For me it was very easy to open admission to any
person who identifies as a women, so that would go for
trans women,” she said.
For Poorvu, the harder question was whether to allow
trans men, who don’t identify as women, to graduate.
However, it soon became clear to her and the rest of the
committee that Wellesley would run into legal issues if
it were to deny a degree to a student who completed the
graduation requirements.
Kayla Bercu ’16, a trans student serving on the committee,
supports the decision to not to accept applications from
trans men as well as the decision to continue using femalespecific language and pronouns in official communication.
Bercu themself uses they, them and their pronouns.
“I think the default of the female pronoun usage is a
radical way of expressing a women’s place, a sisterhood, as
a place that is developing people who believe in women,”
they said.
Bercu said that at times the discussions in PACGW were
difficult, but that over the last four months they developed
a deep respect for their fellow committee members and the
College’s decision-making process.
“Sometimes things would be said, before I was out to
the committee as trans, that they wouldn’t mean it and
they wouldn’t know that what they were saying had
personal implications for anyone in the room,” Bercu
said. “It was tough at first, but then with more education
and more understanding of the topic, people became
really wonderful. It was really reflective of the Wellesley
community. You give people the right tools and then they
use them the right way and they care about the people
around them”
Over the last few months, the PACGW has organized
educational events related to gender identity, including
Gender 101 workshops for students, faculty and staff.
Although the committee did not recommend any particular
admission or graduation policy, it gathered information to
guide the debate among the Board of Trustees, working
closely with the Trustee Committee on Gender and
Wellesley. It was the Trustee Committee which ultimately
recommended a course of action to the rest of the Board.
The least popular decision the Board of Trustees made,
though it was still supported by the majority of survey
respondents, was not to accept applications from nonbinary individuals designated male at birth. Some 25
percent of respondents, as well as the advocacy group
Wellesley 20/20, consider that distinction wrong-headed.
“To make that distinction is cisexist,” said Marissa
Klee-Peregon ’16, a member of Wellesley 20/20, a group
which advocated the admission of trans women and all
non-binary applicants. “It demonstrates that you don’t
understand what non-binary means.”
President Bottomly said that while she understands the
concern, the Board approached this particular question
from the standpoint of upholding Wellesley’s mission.
“We create a special environment for women ... We want
to admit people who really will benefit from that particular
focus,” Bottomly said. “Non-binary [individuals] don’t
self-identify as a woman and they’re not a woman by
biological birth, so it just doesn’t fit with the mission.”
Survey respondents who were opposed to admitting nonbinary individuals designated male at birth say that they

do not grow up with the same cultural biases that women
do because the rest of the world tends to see them as men.
Megan Locatis ’16 was disappointed that Wellesley
chose to exclude trans men and non-binary individuals
designated male at birth, saying that Wellesley’s mission
should be to empower all those who have been marginalized
because of their gender identity.
“I feel that this kind of rigid, gender-based criteria is no
longer viable in our day and age,” Locatis said. “I feel that
as a women’s college, which by its very nature focuses on
supporting and helping a marginalized group, we should
take the initiative and make space for other marginalized
groups, especially those that face discrimination due to
ingrained, antiquated notions of gender roles.”
The most inclusive admission policy at a women’s
college to date is that of Mount Holyoke College, which
admits anyone except those who were designated male at
birth and identify as male, also known as cisgender men.
The Wellesley policy is closer to that of Mills College,
which admits self-identified women and people assigned
female at birth who do not fit into the gender binary.
Although the PACGW took into account policies at other
schools, representatives said the top priority was always
how the policy would affect the Wellesley community.
“If you really dig into their website and look at their
identity, Mount Holyoke’s foundation is based upon social
justice. Wellesley’s foundation is based upon an identity of
sisterhood,” Bercu said. “These are very different places...
Just like people construct their own identities, these
institutions have to [do so] as well.”
On the opposite end of the spectrum is Hollins
University, which requires trans women applicants to
have undergone sex reassignment surgery, also known as
gender confirmation surgery, and to have changed their
legal documents to reflect their identity as women in order
to be accepted into the undergraduate program. Hollins
also does not award a degree to trans men who undergo
gender confirmation surgery, begin hormone replacement
therapy or legally change their names while enrolled, even
if they have completed their requirements and are in good
academic standing to graduate.
Now that Wellesley has clarified its policy, it will turn
its attention to how best to implement it. This will require
the cooperation of many different on-campus offices,
including Admissions and Residential Life. Moving
forward, the Admission Office must still ensure that the
admission process is fair and does not place an unnecessary
burden on trans women who apply. The College also plans
to make sure resources are in place for trans women by
the time the Class of 2020 arrives on campus. Wellesley
20/20 will shift its focus to ensuring that the campus is
welcoming to trans women.
All Wellesley students, including those who disagree
with the policy, are encouraged to voice their concerns,
according to one member of the PACGW. The
administration and faculty, in consultation with the
PACCGW, will develop procedures and guidelines to
implement the policy in time for the next admission cycle.
The trustees’ decision is just the beginning of what will
be a long and carefully-considered process of preparing
the College to welcome the Class of 2020. All the while,
those involved say that Wellesley will not stray from its
core mission.
“Throughout its history, Wellesley has remained true to
itself and true to the vision of its founders,” Bottomly said.
“It has not done do by remaining static and unchanging.”
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Strong odors reported in Tower

Recurring problems elicit concerns from students and staff
By EMILY WILLIAMS ’16
Staff Writer
Students in Tower Court have complained
of strange odors for several years. Recently,
the smells have gotten significantly worse.
According to Resident Director of Tower
Meghan Todd, these persisting smells may
be due to a disposal system in the dining
hall. Todd reported that several students
have reported the smell being so bad that
they were forced to move.
Shannon Kearney ’18 was one of the
students who reported extremely bad
smells in Tower.
“[The smell was] in the hallway… I was
just going to deal with it because it wasn’t
in my room,” Kearney said.
Wenyan Deng ’15 also smelled odors in
her room at the beginning of the semester,
although they dissipated after a week. In
addition, Deng reported persistent odors
in the bathrooms of Tower but did not
report them to maintenance.
“My thought has always been that on the
weekdays the janitor comes in and opens
the window and cleans the trash and so the
smells go away, so I never thought about
reporting [the odor],” Deng said.
Director of Operations Trina Learned
sympathized with student’s concerns.
“We are always concerned with student
comfort and odors that detract from that.
Certainly, any ‘sewer’ or equivalent odors
are both unpleasant and hard to endure for
very long,” Learned said.
While investigating the smell in recent
months, Facilities found an out of use
pipe running the height of Tower, which
they believed to be transporting smells.
In addition, they found a dry trap under
a custodial sink that was possibly leaking
sewer gas. After sealing the pipe and
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flushing the odors out of the trap, Facilities
reported that the strong smell had
disappeared.
While Learned claimed that the source
of this specific smell had been dealt with,
students continue to experience other
odors around Tower less severe than those
related to the dry trap. Kearney said that
she had smelled odors in early March after
maintenance had dealt with the pipe and
trap.
Tower has had problems with odors
dating back to 2012, when a new grease
trap was installed between Tower and
Severance. This was the last time Tower

underwent any major renovations. These
types of problems can be hard to fix
because tracing odors is a difficult task. The
process involves locating possible shafts or
pipes that can transport odors and locating
breaches in the systems currently in place.
Odors are sometimes due to mechanical
problems with the building itself, but are
often due to student neglect.
“Often their cause is rotten food that’s
been forgotten and left behind or sometimes
odors come from soiled laundry,” Learned
said.
Student opinion varies on whether
Tower should be renovated. Students have

responded positively to the renovations in
both Schneider and the Field House and are
looking forward to Munger’s renovations.
Kearney believes that Tower should be
renovated sooner than some of the other
dorms.
“I think it is one of the oldest dorms.
I’m fine with it the way it is now. But, if
one dorm were to be renovated, I think it
should be this one,” Kearney said.
Deng, who previously lived in Freeman,
was specifically concerned about the
structure of Tower. She said that problems
such as the smells and leaking warrant
another renovation.
“I think it should be [renovated]
especially having moved over from East
Side. The East Side building is a lot newer
and I respect that, but at the same time I
think that in terms of leaking, it could do
with another renovation,” Deng said.
Students in newer dorms do not
experience prolonged odors as those in
Tower do; however, contrary to the belief
of many students, the age of buildings has
nothing to do with the odors.
“When older buildings are renovated,
it is possible that obsolete mechanical
systems such as piping, ductwork,
electrical conduits, etc., may be abandoned
in place with new systems laid in a new
configuration. There is nothing particular
to Tower nor to its age that makes it more
prone to odors or problems of this type,”
Learned said.
These out of use mechanical systems can
carry odors across the building, Learned
explained.
Tower was identified as a priority on the
Campus Renewal plan. However, no major
renovations will be made in Tower until
several years from now, after renovations
in the Science Center are complete in 2017.

Russian Area Studies department hosts
lecture on U.S.-Russia relations
By SRAVANTI TEKUMALLA ’16 and
DANNI ONDRASKOVA ’18
Co-Editor in-Chief and Assistant Opinions Editor
Are Russia and the United States entering another
Cold War? Not quite, according to Harvard Professor of
Government and Russian Studies Timothy Colton. The
lecture, hosted by the Russian Area Studies Department in
the Clapp Library last Wednesday through the support of
the Russian Department’s Kathryn Davis Fund, addressed
current events that have shaped U.S.-Russia relations in
the past year, including violence in Crimea and Ukraine
and the recent killing of Boris Nemtsov, a former Prime
Minister under President Vladimir Putin who became
disillusioned and publicly critical of Putin’s regime.
Nemtsov’s death is particularly tragic because of his
connection to Wellesley and the Russian Department.
He visited in the 1990s and taught a section of History
Professor Nina Tumarkin’s seminars. Many alumnae
fondly remember his kindness and intellectual rigor.
“Boris Nemtsov was very fond of Wellesley College.
He was a friend of the College, he spoke here probably, I
believe around three times in the late 1990s and 2000s...
he was charismatic, he was very smart, very impassioned,”
Tumarkin said.
Colton opened his lecture by analyzing the historical
evolution of U.S.-Russian relations. Relations between
the countries began with John Quincy Adams and Fedor
Pahlen serving as U.S. ministers to Moscow in the 1800s.
The countries enjoyed a stable relationship until the the
Russian Revolution near the end of World War I. After 1920,
U.S.-Soviet relations ceased until Franklin Roosevelt’s
presidency. As allies in World War II, the countries put
their differences aside to stop Nazi Germany’s advances
in Europe. By the end of the conflict, relations between the
countries became frosty again. The Berlin Airlift and the
race to invent the atomic bomb created a sense of enmity
between the countries. U.S.-Soviet relations continued
declining with the establishment of NATO in 1949 and
the erection of the Iron Curtain in Berlin. The countries’
relationship would be mostly hostile during the Cold War
with the exception of the Carter and H.W. Bush years. A
wave of positive feelings towards the West and the United
States came with the fall of the U.S.S.R. The countries’
relationship remained convivial until 2012, when Vladimir
Putin was reelected Russian President and began a distant
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relationship with President Barack Obama.
After his historical overview, Colton discussed modernday relations between the United States and Russia,
focusing on Obama and Putin’s dysfunctional relationship
and how world events, especially in the Middle East,
have influenced an already tense relationship between
the two countries. Before Putin’s reelection, he said there
was a decent relationship between Obama and Putin’s
predecessor, Dmitry Medvedev, and both leaders attempted
to reduce misunderstanding between the countries to
“reset” U.S.-Russia relations. Colton’s slideshow photo
from 2014 showed Obama and Putin reluctantly shaking
hands with one another with grim looks on their faces,
reflecting the strained relationship between the two current
world leaders. Colton spoke about Putin’s feelings of
resentment and under-appreciation towards the U.S. and
lack of personal connection with Obama. These leaders do
not meet often and have limited instances of cooperation
on issues like nuclear sanctions of Iran, withdrawal of
foreign troops from Afghanistan and efforts against ISIS.
Tensions between the United States and Russia extend
beyond the sphere of politics. Although the space programs
of both countries — NASA and Roskosmos, respectively
— have partnered in space for 30 years, their relationship
has been troubled lately.
Public opinion also points to the increase in U.S.-Russia
tensions. Over 70 percent of Americans currently view
Russia through a negative lens, according to Colton. This

contempt is mutual; about 75-80 percent of Russians view
Americans negatively.
Disputes which have contributed to the deteriorating
state of U.S.-Russia relations according to Colton include
the West’s lack of support for Russia’s transition following
the collapse of the Soviet Union, no debt forgiveness, a
lack of formal resolution of the Cold War through a treaty
— notably because President Clinton did not want to get
involved — and disagreement over nuclear weapons and
U.S. unilateralism.
Issues which are shaping and will continue to shape the
ever-evolving relationship between the United States and
Russia include the United States’ promotion of democracy,
the question of who will control post-Soviet states and
Russia’s desire to be a great power in a “multipolar” world.
Especially when considered within the context of Russia’s
recent annexation of Crimea, violence in the Ukraine
leading to sanctions against Russia and the decline of
Russia’s economy, the question of whether there is second
Cold War is an inevitable one.
Yet, as Colton said in his lecture, there are signs that
distinguish today’s U.S.-Russian politics from those of the
20th century. For one, there is no current arms race. In
addition, Colton cited that neither side has a universalist
ideology like in the Cold War. With regards to Crimea,
Colton assessed that it was mostly an issue of setting bad
precedent for other countries to unilaterally annex land
that used to be in their territories.
“There will be a certain level of misery; I don’t think
there’s going to be a miraculous solution, probably some
pros and cons, and trying to rethink things over what
could be many, many years, so I think we’re going to find
ourselves talking about this topic more in coming years,”
Colton remarked.
Reflecting on the lecture, foreign exchange student Luisa
Von Richthofen ’18 enjoyed the American perspective and
thoroughness of the lecture .
“I’m studying Russian and I might go to Russia next
year. I’m interested in history, so I’m interested to what’s
going to happen in Ukraine and about the American view
because I get a lot of the European view in French, so I’m
interested in that,” Richthofen said. “It was very thorough
and I think it was good to get the sense of the whole
crisis and it was very informative. He also answered the
questions well.”
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Wellesley AIR team continues to
evaluate effects of high-risk drinking
By NASREEN AL-QADI ’18
News Editor
Wellesley is continuing to expand its initiative to
help reduce the harmful effects of high-risk drinking.
Alcohol Intoxication Reduction (AIR) is a team of
Wellesley faculty, students and staff that discusses
trends in events involving alcohol and attempts to
mitigate the statistics by suggesting fun alternatives
that do not involve alcohol. Their work also involves
educating the community on healthy choices concerning
alcohol consumption. The constituencies involved with
the AIR Team include Campus Police, Residential Life
staff and Health and Counseling Services.
The AIR Team was initially funded and spearheaded
by Dartmouth University as part of the Dartmouth
initiative along with 32 other colleges; however, as
of last year, the program’s funding was discontinued
and Wellesley decided to continue the initiative
independently. The initiative does not create new
programs, but rather works with systems already
in place to better understand the culture on campus
surrounding alcohol. Dean of Students Debra DeMeis
explained that the AIR Team covers lots of ground and
has many facets.
“I think that it’s a multi-pronged approach: it is
about education...how to understand the risks and how
to mitigate them. There’s also a huge environmental
component. How do we construct a campus climate,
how do we construct events that would reduce negative
effects,” DeMeis said.
The AIR team collected results from monthly surveys
distributed to the Wellesley community. Questions
posed on the survey are based on previous surveys,
research, discussions with students and iterative
learning. Last semester, the group compiled results
from a cumulative survey that gauged students’ alcohol
consumption habits and their personal experiences with
drinking. Of the students surveyed, 21 percent reported
drinking four or more drinks within one to two hours
last time they partied, which is consistent with binge
drinking. In addition, 20 percent of those also reported
having unplanned or unprotected sex. Over 20 percent
reported that last time they partied, they did something
they now regret. Thirty percent of students also had
to take care of another student who drank too much.
Nearly 20 percent of respondents reported that this level
of drinking had an effect on their academics. The AIR
Team understands that binge drinking does negatively
interfere with academics and that the above statistics
reflect Wellesley’s “alcohol culture.” The results of
the surveys help plan future initiatives and provide the
team with time-sensitive statistics.
The AIR Team works toward improving the general

attitude toward drinking on campus.
“So much great work has been done by this dedicated
team in so many different areas. From statistics
gathered via anonymous polls to discussing trends in
alcohol-related events and incidents both on and off
campus, the AIR Team remains committed to educating
Wellesley College students about making safe and
responsible choices regarding alcohol consumption,”
Chief of Campus Police Lisa Barbin said.
Analyzing student events and discussing what
students enjoy most is a large part of creating a campus
environment that provides activities that encourage fun
without the risk of alcohol harm. Once activities are
identified that are both fun and do not involve alcohol,
AIR evaluates how to promote those environments
and analyzes their effectiveness. AIR team member
and Associate Director of Student Involvement
Megan Jordan, describes the questions the team asks
themselves when evaluating events.
“Is there something that we’re missing that would
make it better — that would then cause a reduction in
the harmful drinking that happens prior to that event?”
Jordan said.
Education plays a large role in reducing high risk
drinking. The team works with groups on campus such
as athletic and cultural groups to spread awareness
on healthy drinking habits. AIR has also worked with
incoming students before they even step on campus.
This year, students were required to complete an
online alcohol education program before arriving for
orientation. AIR is aware that first years, especially
during the first few weeks in college, are very vulnerable
to unhealthy drinking and its consequences. Therefore,
they decided to work with the Parent Office to inform
first years of Wellesley’s alcohol policy before they
arrive on campus and are bombarded with information.
This also gives them an opportunity to discuss topics
surrounding alcohol brought up with friends and family.
AIR will now work toward evaluating the effectiveness
of the program and adjust their methods accordingly.
In addition, the team is now working on better
educating the community on ways to build bystander
skills. One of their PDSA’s, or “bite-size steps,” is to
start an initiative that would help all students, not just
those who are Training for Intervention Procedures
(TIPS)-trained, be better equipped to intercept
situations where people are drinking hazardously,
whether it be too much and/or too fast. AIR would
then use the results of the monthly surveys to assess the
effectiveness of their training program.
By the end of the next academic year, AIR aims to
identify a positive shift in alcohol culture on campus
on multiple levels by continuing to identify the best
methods of driving change.

PRESIDENT’S CORNER
By HANA GLASSER ’15
College Government President
Hi all Last week, the Board of Trustees voted to
clarify Wellesley’s admissions policy, explicitly
extending consideration for admission to all
persons who identify as women. It can be hard to
recognize history as it happens, but those of us
on campus right now must surely recognize how
exceptional it is to be at Wellesley at this moment
in time. Not only are we at Wellesley now, we’re
an integral part of shaping the Wellesley of the
present and future. There are a lot of questions
floating around, but just as students had a role in
recommending a policy, students will have a role
in the implementation stages to come. College
Government will publicize these opportunities
as they come along and in the meantime would
encourage all students with particular thoughts
or concerns to come share them at Senate.
On Wednesday, Mar. 11, College Government,
House Presidents, and mental health groups
on campus are coming together to spark a
community conversation about the impostor
syndrome. We’ve all had moments where we
doubt ourselves. This is an opportunity to learn
more about why we may do so and to have a
frank, open discussion about the pervasive
myth of perfection on campus. Professor Julie
Norem from Psychology will give a lunch
lecture at 12:30 p.m. in Tishman Commons,
and Dower, Shafer, Claflin, and Stone-Davis
will host discussions during evening tea-time.
You do not have to attend the lecture to attend
the discussions, or attend to the discussions to
attend the lecture —- we’d be happy to see you
at both or either event.
There is much to say about College Government
elections, which are fast approaching. If you are
interested (or potentially interested) in running

for a Cabinet position, you must attend one of two
info sessions to be eligible. The first is Thursday,
Mar. 12 at 6 p.m.; the second is Monday, Mar.
16 at 9 p.m.. Both info sessions are in SCI 277. I
would encourage anyone interested in real-time
updates to “like” Wellesley College Elections
Committee on Facebook. Additionally, Monday,
Mar. 16 will be the last opportunity to present
a ballot initiative to Senate. Ballot initiatives
must present at Senate in order to be eligible
for inclusion on the ballot. The winning ballot
initiative will receive two percent of the Student
Activities Fee (approximately $11,000) to fund
an issue of their choice. Any student can present
a ballot initiative, as long as the project serves
the entire student body and is achievable oncampus within one year.
A few ending notes:
-SBOG is hosting its open meeting this
Sunday, Mar. 15 at 5 p.m. in LWC 413.
-CPLA will be hosting a political lunch table
in the couches by the bookstore every other
Tuesday, beginning Mar. 10.
-The Bursar’s Office will close Wednesday,
Mar. 18 for Spring Break and reopens Monday,
Mar. 30. There will be limited availability during
spring break.
I will not have office hours this week but am
available by email if you have any questions or
concerns at cgpresident@wellesley.edu.
Very best,
Hana

MARCH 11, 2015

NATION & WORLD
By SARA RATHOD ’15
Nation & World Columnist
Missouri Supreme Court assigns a court judge to oversee
municipal cases in Ferguson
The Missouri Supreme Court assigned a state appeals
court judge on Monday to oversee municipal cases after
citing the need for “extraordinary action” to rebuild trust in
Ferguson’s court system. The current municipal judge Ronald
J. Brockmeyer recently resigned after the Justice Department
reported him for abusive practices. This assignment comes
after Attorney General Eric H. Holder Jr. vowed on Friday to
dismantle the police force, if necessary, to ensure the situation
changes. Two police supervisors — Capt. Rick Henke and Sgt.
William Mudd — recently resigned from the Ferguson police
force after emails containing racist comments were uncovered
by the Justice Department.
Senator Menendez to face corruption charges
The Justice Department will file charges within a month
against Senator Robert Menendez. The charges are the
culmination of a two-year investigation into allegations that
Menendez accepted gifts in return for political favors from
Dr. Salomon Melgen. When asked about the lavish gifts,
Menendez cited the fact that the two have been very close,
almost brothers, for more than two decades. Mr. Menendez has
been also accused of trying to improperly persuade Medicare
officials into changing their reimbursement policies; changes
that would land him millions of dollars.
Senate Republicans warn Iran that nuclear deal may not
survive long
On Monday, 47 Senate Republicans sent an open letter to
Iranian leadership warning that any deal reached with the
Obama administration to limit Tehran’s nuclear program may
not last past Obama’s presidency. Without Congressional
approval, they said that any deal would merely be an agreement
between Obama and Iran’s supreme leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei, and could be reversed “with the stroke of a pen” by
the next president. The White House accused Republicans of
undercutting foreign policy. Obama is currently working with
the leaders of five other foreign powers on a framework to
curb Iran’s nuclear program in exchange for easing sanctions.
Critics say the Obama administration is so eager for a deal that
it will sign off on an agreement that leaves Iran with the ability
to produce nuclear weapons.
Two charged with the murder of Russian opposition
leader
Five men were arrested Sunday as suspects in the killing
of Russian opposition leader Boris Nemtsov, and two have
been formally charged in a Moscow court. According to the
Washington Post, Russian authorities seemed to bolster the
claim that an Islamist shot Nemtsov for his denunciation of the
Charlie Hedbo shooting, during which 17 people were killed
in retaliation for the publication of cartoons of the Prophet
Mohamed. Nemtsov’s allies say his remarks in the wake of
the shooting were not much different from those of Russian
President Vladimir Putin’s. Nemtsov was known for being a
vocal critic of Putin. His associates maintain that his death was
more likely due to his opposition of the current administration,
raising fears of a return to elite political violence in Russia.

POLICE BLOTTER
03/03/15 Destruction or injury of property 9:06 a.m. Wang
Campus Center. The reporting person (RP), a Wellesley College (WC) employee, requested to speak with an officer regarding vandalism to a staff member’s locker. An officer was
dispatched and spoke with the RP. Report filed. Case closed.
03/03/15 Illness 3:52 p.m. Simpson Infirmary. The RP, a WC
employee, requested an officer to assist with a medical transport. Wellesley Fire Department (WFD) and Emergency Medical Service (EMS) were notified and responded. The student
was transported to Newton-Wellesley Hospital. Report filed.
Case closed.
03/04/15 Illness 12:36 p.m. Stone-Davis Hall. The RP, the parent of a WC student, reported his daughter was not feeling well
and may require medical attention. Officers were dispatched
and an ambulance was requested. The student refused medical
treatment and was subsequently escorted to Health Services.
Report filed. Case closed.
03/04/15 Motor vehicle accident with property damage 7:25
p.m. The RP, a WC student, entered the station to report damage to a Center for Work and Service van that occurred off
campus. Report filed. Case closed.
03/05/15 Illness 8:18 a.m. Munger Hall. The RP, a WC student, reported her friend was not feeling well and may require
medical attention. An officer was dispatched to assist. The student was transported via cruiser to MetroWest Medical Center
in Natick. Report filed. Case closed.
03/05/15 Motor vehicle accident with property damage 9:57
a.m. Gray Lot. The RP, a WC student, reported her parked
car was struck by an unknown vehicle on Mar. 4, 2015 while
parked in the Gray Lot. An officer was dispatched. Report
filed. Case closed.
03/05/15 Motor vehicle accident with property damage 11:25
a.m. Motor pool. The RP, a WC employee, struck a barrier
while operating a WC vehicle. An officer was dispatched. Report filed. Case closed.
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24 Hour Shakes:

Shakespeare Society reads entirety of the Bard’s work
By ZARINA PATWA ’18
Staff Writer
Wellesley College Shakespeare Society
checked out 128 books from Clapp library
and stocked up on caffeine and snacks to
read 37 plays and 154 sonnets in 24 hours.
The society invited the campus to join in
taking on the formidable task of reading
all of Shakespeare’s works.
Leve Freeman ’15, vice president of
the Shakespeare Society, organized the
event and strategically spread members
of the society throughout the campus at
noon on Friday. They began readings in
Stone-Davis, El Table, Clapp Library and
the Shakespeare House, where they hoped
non-members would be intrigued enough
to join in. In more recent years they have
decided that “roaming” is the best way to
involve more people.
“It’s one of our most popular events for
non-Shakers because there are so many
people who like Shakespeare who aren’t
in Shakes,” Em White ’15 said.
Shakespeare Society was holding a
reading of “Richard III,” and afterward,
“Macbeth” in Café Hoop at the same
time as the First Year Formal in Tishman
Commons. Students enjoying food at the
café or taking a rest from the formal were
able to participate.
Elise Brown ’17, who is not a member
of the society, had come especially to read
with the group. She participated last year
as well and enjoyed it.
“I love the communal aspect of it — that
it’s everyone joining together to enjoy
something they love. I get to share in this

COURTESY OF COLLEEN FLANAGAN ’15

Members of the Shakespeare society spend the afternoon reading works by the bard.
thing that’s so powerful and fun,” Brown on a timer, but we somehow manage to
said.
always get it done. It feels really good to
There were a certain number of plays finish. We finished ‘Midsummer’s’ in El
that the members and people who joined in Table and we all joined in for Puck’s last
had to read through in each location before monologue,” Vaish said.
they could reconvene at the Shakespeare
Members did not have to stay for the
House to continue together.
whole 24 hours; they were only obligated
Kanika Vaish ’17, a member of the to stay for one or two. However if they did
society, was in the Stone-Davis common decide to stay, which a majority did, they
room, attempting to speed through “King spent the night in the Shakespeare House.
Henry V” with fellow member White.
By 2 a.m., members and non-members
After finishing a shift at El Table, she had were spread around the house lying on
taken the last shift in the residential hall.
benches in the living room under blankets,
“I like the adrenaline rush because we’re in the basement or on the stage upstairs.

Although reading with more than one
person was preferable, if the society
wanted to finish all of the reading in 24
hours some people had to start plays by
themselves and encourage others visiting
the house to participate.
In each section of the house, members
had different genres of Shakespeare’s
works, with the problem plays in the
kitchen and poems in the music room. The
members kept each other updated on which
works they had finished by crossing them
off master lists and posting on Instagram
to publicize their successes.
“My personal favorite is reading plays
at 4:30 in the morning and plays that
you’ve never even heard of. And at 4:30
in the morning you’re reading really
lousy plays that no one’s ever wanted to
because they’re terrible,” Erin Nealer ’15,
president of the Shakespeare Society, said.
Not only does this event foster a sense
of community, but it is also a time for
members of the society to reminisce on
previous years. Nealer explained that
when a long-time member participates
in the reading of a play in which they
had acted in in previous years, they often
assume their old roles once again.
In the final stage of 24 Hour Shakes, the
society gathered together to speed-read
through the play they will be performing
this semester: “Hamlet.” The actors took
the opportunity to rehearse their new
lines in the last hours of the event and
successfully completed the full reading of
everything Shakespeare at about 10:45 in
the morning.

FACULTY FOCUS

Reinstating a philosophy queen:
Conversations on women and ancient philosophy

By DIEDERIQUE VAN DER KNAAP ’18
Contributing Columnist

What do you envision when you think of a philosopher?
Maybe you imagine a stuffy old man in a messy office
buried in archaic books ranging in subject matter from
inapplicable to useless. Most of us don’t even know what
is encompassed within the subject of philosophy. Visiting
Lecturer in Philosophy Eve Rabinoff, however, debunks
the popular conception of philosophy with regards to
subject, gender and practicality.
“No matter what you do in your life, you’re going to
be better at it if you have the skills of thinking clearly
and deeply, of separating the wheat from the chaff
of persuasive or persuasive-seeming arguments, of
recognizing problems and questions, and the resilience
to keep thinking about a problem even when it seems
intractable,” Rabinoff said. “These are the things you’ll
learn to do by studying philosophy.”
Rabinoff is a visiting lecturer in the Department of
Philosophy. She received her Ph.D from Boston College
and her dissertation was titled, “Perception in Aristotle’s
Ethics,” a subject that she continues to research. Rabinoff
is broadly interested in ancient political philosophy.
“I am currently working on Aristotle’s ‘Politics,’ and
specifically his claim that human beings are by nature
political animals. What he means is that human beings
depend upon political community in order to be human
beings. Without political community, Aristotle says, an
individual is either a god or a beast, not a human being,”
Rabinoff explained.
Though this research synopsis may seem to further
prove that philosophy is too far removed from “real life,”
Rabinoff claims that her research can change the way we
look at contemporary politics and our notion of the state.
“[Aristotle’s claim] strikes me as a provocative idea,
and I’m working on figuring out why and in what sense
we are so essentially dependent on political community,”
she remarked.
Rabinoff, like many philosophers before her, was
hooked on philosophy from her first class at University
of Guelph.
“From my first encounter with philosophy, I developed
the opinion that nothing could be more valuable to living
a good life than learning to think deeply and carefully

COURTESY OF EVE RABINOFF

Visiting Lecturer Eve Rabinoff.

about important issues,” she said.
However, relating to many humanities students,
Rabinoff struggled to come to grips with how she
could make a difference in the world through studying
philosophy, especially to academia.
“I also thought that it was important to have a career that
helped people in a more concrete way than philosophy
would. But in the end, philosophy won out! I eventually
chose ancient philosophy because it seems to me to hold
a wealth of insight, interesting arguments, and ideas that
deeply shape the history of Western thought,” she said.

Apart from her research, Rabinoff is also an advocate
for bringing more women in academia in philosophy.
Unlike other humanities subjects, philosophy has the
same disparate gender ratio in academia as physics and
computer science.
According to a study by Princeton researchers published
in Science magazine, less than 31 percent of philosophy
doctorates are awarded to women, and even fewer of
those doctorates stay on in academia. According to the
same study, the one thing that tied the seemingly disparate
fields that had low percentages of women together had
one thing in common: they value perceived “innate”
brilliance over hard work and dedication. Unfortunately,
innate brilliance is a trait that our society typically assigns
to white men above all others.
Rabinoff has a positive outlook on the future of
gender equality in philosophy. “I do think, though, that
philosophy is improving or at least it is self-consciously
trying to improve on this score: there are several initiatives
to support women and other underrepresented groups in
philosophy, both as students and as faculty.”
Some initiatives that are taking place at universities
across the country include support groups, summer
programs for undergraduates and young graduate
students and professional committees concerning the
status of women in philosophy, including at the American
Philosophical Association.
“Furthermore, departments are becoming increasingly
aware that they need to take steps to make sure that they
do not foster a hostile environment for women,” Rabinoff
added.
While Rabinoff will not be at Wellesley College next
year, she looks forward to continuing her research and
teaching undergraduates, especially women. Her deep
love for philosophy definitely shows in her classes, her
research and general conversation.
“I am very lucky to already be doing what I hope to be
doing in ten years!” Rabinoff exclaimed. “[In philosophy],
there’s the added bonus of getting to read and think about
all sorts of interesting questions and topics and see how
really smart people tackle them.”
Rabinoff intends to use her wit, passion and enthusiasm
to add to the ever-growing list of philosophical questions
and contribute to the canon of Western philosophy.
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EYE ON SCIENCE

3-D printing furthers medical advancements
By ELINOR HIGGINS ’18
Staff Columnist

3-D printing, also known as additive manufacturing,
makes three-dimensional objects with machines that
are controlled by specialized computer programs.
Scientists have used the technology of 3-D printing
to create everything from life-like prosthetics to teeth
and bones, making many medical practices faster and
more personalized. Though 3-D printing is still used
predominantly in the automobile and aerospace industries,
ideas for its usage in other fields are cropping up and
providing inspiration for the future. In fact, it may not be
too long before entire human organs can be produced in
this fashion.
In order to use 3-D printing for the purpose of creating
human tissue, scientists must overcome many challenges.
Researchers have already worked through some of these
difficulties, but there are many more to contend with
as the technology advances. One such challenge is the
problem of living cell differentiation and arrangement,
that is, now the cells know what type of cells to become
or how to situate themselves in relation to other cells.
Another challenge is providing for the biological needs of
the human cells during the manufacturing process.
Biological 3-D printing work is complex, but scientists
and researchers have carefully found ways to avoid some
of the problems that come with such a mechanism. The
machines involved in 3-D printing have the ability now to
arrange cells, often grown from biopsies or stem cells, by
type in a three-dimensional structure. The cells then begin
to fuse together and chemically signal to one another as
they would in the body. One of the problems that remains
is the process of circulation, which would normally be
needed for any major organs in the body, but scientists
are addressing these concerns as they explore new tissues
to create.
Tech companies have taken on the challenge as well,
privatizing research in order to turn potential finds into
a commodity. A good example of this is Organovo, a
biotech firm based in California that is producing liver
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An implant model based on an actual patient’s bone structure.
tissue to sell to scientists. Though they cannot make entire through the increasingly simple production of prosthetic
functioning livers, this is a step in the right direction.
limbs. Better and more personalized hip joint replacements
“[Scientists] can’t do the kind of experiments on a have already been created and used, along with jaw bones,
person that they can do with this tissue in a lab setting,” pelvic bones, teeth, and now, even a new face for someone
Executive Vice President of Organovo Michael Renard who needs facial reconstruction.
said, discussing the benefits of being able to use liver
Suzanne Verma, an assistant professor at Texas A&M
tissue as a laboratory tool. For ethical reasons, it is not University Baylor College of Dentistry, recently created
always possible to do experimental procedures on human an extremely lifelike facial prosthetic based on 3-D
test subjects. This issue might be avoided with tissue imaging technology for a man whose face was damaged
production such as this.
by a fungal infection. The merging of the imaging and
Other research groups at institutions such as Harvard printing technologies allowed for a prosthetic that strongly
Univeristy and the University of Louisville are trying resembled his original features.
to create other organs, such as kidneys and even hearts.
As breakthroughs like this continue to occur, the
Though it may be some years before the technology is possibilities for 3-D printing will begin to seem even
able to produce fully functioning organs, it certainly more endless than they already are. Perhaps even organ
seems to be on the horizon.
donation will someday become obselete.
In the meantime, people’s lives are being changed

Amnesty International hosts second
International Women’s Day event

By GRACE BALLENGER ’17
Features Editor

At the start of the International Women’s Day celebration
last Sunday, Tishman Commons was packed with people
there to see the spoken word poet Andrea Gibson. By the
end of the event, the number of participants had dwindled
down to only a few, but those who stayed had the chance
to see events regarding the artistic, political and spiritual
achievements of women from across the country.
The event opened with a keynote address from Gibson
and then split into two sessions. During the first session
participants had a chance to either attend a “Gender at
Wellesley” discussion and panel hosted by 20/20 and the
student members of the President’s Advisory Committee
on Gender at Wellesley or a workshop led by the
organization Ladies Involved Putting a Stop To Inner City
Killing (L.I.P.S.T.I.C.K). The second session featured
a repeat of the same workshop by L.I.P.S.T.I.C.K and a
women’s mental health panel.
Gibson’s keynote address was at turns amusing and
heartbreaking. The poet, who was originally born in
Maine but now lives in Boulder, Colorado, shared poems
on subjects ranging from suicide to their beloved dog, and
peppered the time between their poems with anecdotes
that were a similar mix of humorous and thought
provoking. Gibson also talked openly about what it meant
to use poetry as a form of activism.
“If I could, I would spend my whole life writing only
love poems. But unfortunately the world is in a state that
it wouldn’t feel right to spend all of my writing time on
that,” Gibson said.
During the keynote address Gibson brought up the
indictment in the Mike Brown case and stated that the
event helped them to realize their power and responsibility
as an artist.
“I have a responsibility as a white artist with a
microphone in front of me to be talking about these issues
in a way that I am much more of an ally than I have been.
My voice has been way too silent on this topic,” Gibson
confessed.
During the L.I.P.S.T.I.C.K presentation two members
of the organization, Ruth Rollins and Pastor Kim Odom,
spoke about the mission of the organization. One of the
missions includes getting more people to ask, “Where did
the gun come from?” after a homicide. Both women have
suffered personal losses due to homicides, which spurred
them to join L.I.P.S.T.I.C.K.
They explained that the burden of illegal gun trafficking
falls disproportionately on women. Many felons will
use love, peer pressure or financial incentives to coerce

International Women’s Day celebrates the diversity of female accomplishment.
women to become “straw buyers,” people who buy guns
that felons legally cannot buy because of their criminal
record. This practice is wrong not only because it increases
the homicide rate but also because storing guns can also
earn the women time in jail.
According to Odom, the L.I.P.S.T.I.C.K presentation
belongs at an international event because the this abuse of
women occurs on an international scale.
“What’s happening is not local, it’s not just in one
segment of society; it’s a national public health epidemic,
and it’s something that has to be addressed on a national
and international level. And we are so honored that we got
to be a part of this International Women’s Day, because
that’s our mission. Our mission is to empower women and
girls to refuse to be used to take a life,” Odom said to
explain the purpose of her organization.
The gender discussion panel that took place at the
same time began with a presentation by the panelists and
later opened up to student discussion. The conversation
covered topics ranging from the importance of having
a safe space for dialogue on campus to the inclusion of
prospective students who are designated male at birth but
identify as non-binary in the Wellesley community.
Lisa Jenkins ’17, one of the student coordinators and
members of Amnesty International, believes the panel
was successful.
“I was really impressed at the way we kept it very
respectful of all opinions and viewpoints, and I hope that’s
the way it seemed to the people in the audience too. That’s

COURTESY OF MINA OH ’18

my one main hope, that everyone came away feeling like
they could voice their concerns and not feel threatened in
any way,” Jenkins said.
The mental health panel during the second session
included Director of the Stone Center and Interim Dean
of the Office of Intercultural Education Dr. Robin CookNobles, Dean of Religious and Spiritual Life Anabel
Beerel and two members of Active Minds, Aggie Rieger
’17 and Aly Randell ’16. The panelists discussed the
purpose of their organizations and how they could help
with mental health problems. They also offered advice to
students.
“We are inclined to internalize a lot and we’ve been
socialized that it isn’t right for a woman to be too assertive.
So we have to be more grounded,” Beerel said to explain
why mental health was an important issue to cover at an
International Women’s Day event.
Kathryn Cooperman ’15, one of the co-presidents of
Amnesty International, listed different disciplines that
each presenter showed to demonstrate that although the
event’s speakers seemed unrelated they all showcased the
variety of impactful roles that women can play.
“Andrea Gibson is so related to poetry and speaks out
for women’s rights and gender through the spoken word.
L.I.P.S.T.I.C.K. talks about how women can be activists
in the community to help stop gun violence. It’s important
to remember that women can be involved in all of these
different capacities, and it really brought the diversity to
our event that we sought to bring,” Cooperman said.
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THE WELLESLEY NEWS STAFF EDITORIAL

Sweet Briar’s closing demonstrates
need to support women’s colleges

Following 114 years of educating
women, Sweet Briar College in Sweet
Briar, Virginia, is closing its doors due to
financial concerns. Despite a $94 million
endowment, the women’s liberal arts
college’s close comes at a time when
women’s education is a particularly
important discussion on Wellesley’s
campus in light of the College’s recent
decision to admit trans women.
Given that Sweet Briar administrators
cited their decision to close based on
students’ declining interest in small liberal
arts colleges, and particularly, female
students interested in a women’s college,
The Wellesley News Editorial Staff stands
by both the value of a liberal arts education
and the relevance of women’s colleges in
the 21st century.
Sweet Briar is not alone in terms of
financial instability; according to the
Washington Post, the number of flourishing
women’s colleges just 50 years ago — 230
— has diminished to just over 40 colleges
today. As a result, students who attended
these institutions at the time of their

closing were forced to merge with another
college or transfer somewhere else. These
transitions can be difficult; in addition to
adjusting to a new campus, professors and
social life, students at Sweet Briar will
also have to adjust to a co-ed peer group.
This poses challenges to students who
specifically seek out a women’s college
like Sweet Briar as a safe space for women.
While it is understandable that Sweet
Briar might have to close eventually, doing
so with such abruptness is an irresponsible
decision for current students that will result
in jagged academic and social transitions
as well as an unexpectedly fragmented
college experience.
The recent announcement of Sweet
Briar’s closing, however, has been met with
earnest protest. The recent organization
started by Sweet Briar alumnae, “Saving
Sweet Briar,” has raised over $2 million
dollars in the past week and serves as a
testament to the strength and value of a
women’s college and alumnae network.
The organization serves as proof that a
women’s college education is still valued

in the face of financial hardship and
provides hope that Sweet Briar can remain
among the few women’s colleges left
where young women can find a space of
empowerment and sisterhood.
Sweet Briar was often called the
“Wellesley of the South.” We as
the Wellesley community have the
responsibility to provide our support
in whatever way we can to students at
Sweet Briar, whether that be offering our
support to students directly or spreading
the word about “Saving Sweet Briar.”
To lose a college campus, relationships
with professors, and most importantly, a
community of peers is unimaginable for
many of us.
While
Wellesley
celebrates
its
reaffirmation to women’s education and
is equipped with a strong endowment,
we need to remember that outside the
“Wellesley bubble,” women’s education
is not something to be taken for granted,
and now more than ever, is certainly worth
fighting for.

Wellesley admissions policy must consider
all non-binary individuals for admission

By NINA-MARIE AMADEO ‘18
Contributing Writer

After a semester and a half of discussion,
Wellesley’s Board of Trustees decided to
begin admitting trans women with the
Class of 2020. I am proud of our college
for this aspect of the new admissions
policy, as it ensures that Wellesley is
a women’s college accessible to all
women. However, I question the validity
of the Trustees’ decision to admit only
non-binary people who were designated
female at birth (DFAB) as opposed
to those who were designated male at
birth (DMAB), as well the creation
of a policy that does not mention the
existence of intersex non-binary people
and the way in which their applications
would be handled by the college.
By admitting some non-binary people
but not all, the College again shifts its
focus from gender to sex designated
at birth and creates an artificial
distinction between non-binary DFAB,
DMAB, and intersex individuals.
I’ve heard the main argument against
the admission of trans women, reading
numerous posts emphasizing that they
“aren’t really women.” I’ve witnessed
people saying how they feel Wellesley
caters to the supposed liberal side of the
argument without hearing opposing views.
However, there is a difference between
an opinion and an incorrect statement.
There is a difference between a person’s
sex designated at birth and their gender.
When I hear people equate gender
with sex designated at birth, I’m taken
back a few years. Remember when the
very existence of global climate change
was heavily publicized as some crazy
liberal phenomenon? Authorities as high
as President Obama have stated that 97
percent of all scientific papers believe
climate change is not only real but also
man-made, as published in Vol. 8 of
the scientific journal, “Environmental
Research Letters” in 2013. This is the
same standard to which we need to
hold sources explaining how gender
is understood in the 21st century. The
separation of gender and sex, like the
existence of climate change or the color
of the sky, should no longer be something
one must take a stance on. You are either
informed by expert opinion or ignorant.
Within academic circles, we are decades
past the notion that gender and sex

designated at birth are equivalent. We
are years past the thought that gender is a
binary, constrained to only male and female.
These theories are, quite simply, obsolete
within the expert community of Women’s
and Gender Studies. There are scholars,
such as Kate Bornstein, considered one of
the most important voices in trans studies,
have dedicated their lives to scientifically
observing the intersections of gender and
sex designated at birth who have come to
these solid conclusions. You will not find a
WGST course at Wellesley which teaches
these outdated ideas; in fact, portions of
Bornstein’s “The Social Construction
of Difference” are taught by Prof. Irene
Mata as an introductory WGST text.

“We are decades
past the notion
that gender and sex
designated at birth
are equivalent.”
Additionally, the American Psychological
Association, the largest professional
organization representing psychologists in
North America, has for years recognized
that gender is not constrained to a binary
and is different from sex designated at
birth. As a campus community, we need
to realize that there are right and wrong
ways to talk about gender - recognizing
the binary and equating sex with gender
denies many people’s right to their identity.
This is no longer a matter of debate,
or politics. It is a matter of dispelling
ignorance. There is nothing wrong
with not immediately grasping that sex
describes the physical characteristics
typically associated with men and women,
while gender is the socially constructed
way in which you view yourself and
your role in society. There is, however,
something wrong with refusing to learn
the differences between these terms yet
wanting to remain involved in discussion
of
Wellesley’s
admission
policy.
If you make no effort to learn the
terminology presented, you do not have a
place at the table where these conversations
are being held. In an effort to educate our

student body, the President’s Advisory
Committee on Gender at Wellesley hosted
“Talking About Gender 101,” a workshop
which used the common “Genderbread
Person” diagram to present the separation
of gender and sex. This proves that, at
an administrative level, Wellesley is past
the point of believing that gender and
sex designated at birth are identical and
has moved towards educating those who,
understandably, are not yet aware of this
fact. Once this is understood, Wellesley’s
decision to admit trans women become
much less controversial while other
aspects of the decision raise eyebrows.
We cannot accept DFAB non-binary
people and not DMAB non-binary people
while saying we understand the disconnect
between sex designated at birth and gender.
The separation of non-binary DMAB and
DFAB people would make sense under
the old admissions policy, but not one
proudly claiming to have been based
on “an extensive review of educational,
social, legal, and medical considerations
regarding gender identity,” according
to the admissions announcement itself.
This also adds an interesting and as
of yet seemingly undiscussed problem
when one considers the existence of nonbinary intersex people, or those born with
both categorically male and categorically
female physical characteristics who are
non-binary. Under Wellesley’s current
policy, who knows where they would
fall? Bryn Mawr proved this is an issue
important to women’s colleges by stating
their position on intersex applicants,
that they will be admitted as long as
they do not identify as male, within
their recent admissions announcement.
To avoid downright discrimination, we
need to add all non-binary people to
our list of potential Wellesley students.
I urge our Board of Trustees to reconvene
and reconsider their stance on the matter.
I ask my peers to educate themselves
further on gender fluidity and its social
construction or attend a Wellesley 20/20
meeting if they want to get involved in
the movement. There are many important
conversations to be had on gender at
Wellesley, such as how to make the
campus a more welcoming environment
for the trans women to come as well as
non-binary individuals. In order to have
these discussions, we need to move past
arguing over the very nature of gender.
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Abercrombie and Fitch
infringes on religious freedom

Dear queer people:
don’t cater to
straight voices
By EMILY BOYK ’18
Contributing Writer

By SAM LANEVI ’18
Contributing Write
A few weeks ago, the Supreme Court heard an
Equal Employment case against Abercrombie
and Fitch (A&F) by a Muslim teenager who
claimed she was not hired because she wore
a headscarf. A federal judge ruled in favor
of Samantha Elaeuf, but this decision was
then overturned by the tenth Circuit Court of
Appeals. Abercrombie and Fitch countered that
they had the right to promote their business
model – the A&F look. I believe that the A&F
look is a very narrow ideal of what it means to
be “cool,” and a look that is outdated. I believe
that businesses should modify their work
policies to accommodate religious practices
so they do not infringe on the freedom of
religion granted by the U.S. Constitution and
wrongfully deny someone employment based
on his or her appearance.
What exactly is the Abercrombie and Fitch
“look”? According to BBC, Abercrombie
defines its look policy as: natural makeup and
no nail polish, slender figure, tight denim, no
black clothing and long hair for women.
Since Elauf’s headscarf was black and
considered
“headwear,”
Abercrombie
considered these two attributes against
their look policy and did not hire her as an
employee. The problem with this decision is
that it discriminates against an individual for
their religious practices.
One of the rights enumerated in the
Constitution is the free exercise of religion.
This amendment to the Constitution implies
that the U.S. government and other entities
cannot abridge a citizen’s right to practice
their religious beliefs. If Samantha Elauf,
the teenager at the center of the case, is not
allowed to wear a headscarf as an Abercrombie
employee, then her right to practice her
religious beliefs is being taken away by the
company. I understand that Abercrombie and
Fitch has the right to promote their business
model, but, since it infringes on the rights of
others, then the company must modify their
hiring policies. Additionally, I think that all
businesses should adopt clothing policies that
CORRECTIONS:
Last week’s article on Dead Serious and
Retta neglected to mention Schneider Board
of Governors’ (SBOG’s) involvement in
the event. SBOG was the primary source of
funds for the event, providing over $20,000.
Last week’s Senate Report stated that The
College Government and House President’s

COURTESY OF LOONWATCH
enable the free practice of religion.
Nevertheless, A&F’s policies are not
surprising when it comes to preserving its look.
The company’s CEO asserted, “[The Look is]
almost everything. That’s why we hire goodlooking people in our stores. Because goodlooking people attract other good-looking
people, and we want to market to cool, goodlooking people. We don’t market to anyone
other than that. Candidly, we go after the cool
kids. We go after the attractive all-American
kid with a great attitude and a lot of friends.
A lot of people don’t belong [in our clothes],
and they can’t belong. Are we exclusionary?
Absolutely.”
Evidently, Abercrombie and Fitch only
wants to outfit the small percentage of the
world’s population that fits into these narrow
parameters. These parameters narrow their
market; moreover, they eliminate the space for
religious freedom.
I believe that businesses have the right to
promote their business models because that is
how they make a profit and turn the cogs of
capitalism. But I also think that businesses
cannot infringe on the rights of their employees
to practice their respective religious beliefs,
especially if these practices do not infringe
on the well-being of other employees. I think
it is difficult to define when an individual’s
rights outweigh those of the company, but I
think it is possible to find a way to appease
all parties involved. If a company has a
religiously oriented mission or target audience,
then it makes sense to hire people of a similar
religious background or set of values. But
Abercrombie is a company that is not centered
around religion. It is a company centered
around clothing and merchandise.
I hope the Supreme Court will rule in favor of
freedom of religion and have businesses change
their policies to enable this constitutional right.
In a world where societal norms are constantly
in flux, businesses need to realize that they need
to shift with the times or get left behind. I think
the best we can hope for is that Abercrombie
and Fitch leaves these archaic policies behind,
as we left out A&F apparel in our middle
school phase.
Council debate will be held on April 6. The
debate will be held April 2.
The Report also stated that if candidates
choose not to accept a campaign kit, they can
exchange it for its monetary value in cash.
In fact, candidates may choose to spend up
to $25 of their own money if they decline
a campaign kit. That money will not be
reimbursed.

HuffPost Live producer Brooke
Sopelsa garnered online attention
two weeks ago after publishing
a controversial article on the
Huffington Post’s blog. Sopelsa’s
article, entitled “Dear Queer People:
Let’s Stop Making Straight People
Walk on Eggshells,” argues that
the queer community’s “attacks on
well-meaning straight people” have
damaged the movement for LGBTQ
rights, preventing people from
asking questions and ultimately, as
she sees it, perpetuating homophobia
and ignorance. While Sopelsa’s point
about encouraging open dialogue
in order to create social change
is important and valid, this open
dialogue should not come at the
expense of the community that is
being advocated for in the first place.
As Sopelsa recognizes, education
and open dialogue are the foundation
of any social movement. However,
there is a difference between having
open and respectful dialogue and
tolerating microaggressions — that
is, individual interactions in daily
life that communicate bigotry —
at the expense of a marginalized
community.
Communities cannot hope to be
more tolerant by being palatable to
straight people. Prioritizing straight
cis people in a movement with the
goal of amplifying queer voices
is fundamentally problematic; it
is inherently contradictory to the
movement’s mission of gaining
larger acceptance and civil rights and
perpetuates the very heteronormative
ideals that necessitate this advocacy
in the first place.
Sopelsa argues that worrying
about microaggressions hurts the
movement by distracting from
the bigger and “more important”
issues facing the community, such
as marriage equality, queer teen
suicide rates and violent hate crimes.
She says, “We have bigger fish to
fry than attacking curious straight
allies,” insisting that things such as
straight people asking queer people
personal questions or not knowing
“the latest LGBTQIA lingo”
should automatically be tossed
aside no matter how upsetting they
might be. The author assumes that
microaggressions and these largerscale and explicit aggressions aren’t
related.
When looking at individual
instances alone — such as, for
example, an acquaintance asking
a queer person for their comingout story — it is easy to see why a
straight person casually saying this
might not seem like a big deal. But
microaggressions are the foundation

of bigotry; they are dangerous
behaviors that have become so
normalized that they are nearly
invisible to those enacting them.
These seemingly small things, such
as the use of dehumanizing language
like “the gays” or asking questions
about the incredibly personal
experience of coming out, are
important in legitimizing oppression.
Microaggressions such as these act as
one of the first ways through which
violence against queer individuals
becomes acceptable.
Sopelsa fails to acknowledge that
while asking questions is the best
way to learn, queer people are not
by default our teachers about queer
issues. We cannot expect them to
be willing to share their personal
experiences with virtual strangers
just because we are curious. The
fact that these microaggressions are
often unconscious or unintended
is proof of how deeply ingrained
these prejudices are in our society.
Sopelsa’s argument that queer
individuals should put aside these
microaggressions in favor of
creating “teachable moments,” such
as taking time to educate the person
on queer issues instead of becoming
upset, downplays the significant
role that these behaviors play in
the perpetuation of bigotry and
oppression.
Ultimately, Sopelsa thinks very
little of queer allies and their
commitment to fighting injustice.
She suggests that being yelled at for
an unintended offense would send
any potential ally running for the
hills and that the only way to have
any allies at all is to placate them
and make the movement as palatable
to straight people as possible. But
the allies to the queer community
who run for the hills at the smallest
of conflicts are not real allies, as
they are ultimately prioritizing
themselves over fighting for the
queer community.
As a straight cis woman, I recognize
that the struggles of the queer
community are not my struggles,
and demanding that marginalized
people cater to my privileged desire
to not be uncomfortable is unjust
and completely unhelpful in creating
change.
They say that the greatest learning
comes when you leave your comfort
zone, but if my view of the world
as a straight cis person is never
challenged, then I will never have
to leave it. Making real social
change isn’t a happy, comfortable
process — it’s difficult, awkward
and sometimes even painful. My
discomfort over challenging deeply
held beliefs shouldn’t be a sign to
stop the conversation, but a sign to
keep going.

Letter To The Editor
Dear Editors,
Where is the Justice for the Palestinians?
In Gaza, Hamas controls the Palestinian
people through violence; spending money
on weapons instead of making the lives
of individuals socially and economically
better. In the West Bank, President Abbas
is in the tenth year of a four-year term,
runs a dictatorship that uses international
funds for his own needs and purposes. In
Syria, militants have pitted the Palestinian
people against each other for individual
gain. Assad has thus far killed thousands
of Palestinian people over the last two
years. U.N aid workers are not allowed
to reach let alone help these people.

And yet, instead of mentioning any of
these atrocities, Students for Justice in
Palestine have chosen to attack the one
liberal democracy in the Middle East —
Israel. They have made it clear through
their actions on campus, that Israel is the
enemy of the Palestinian people. And so,
while the very leaders of the Palestinian
people oppress and exploit their own
citizens for personal gain, it is only toward
Israel that they point their fingers to accuse.
Not that Israel has been so innocent
either — Israel continues to allow
settlements
and
encroachment
in
Palestinian territories. The life in occupied
territories is truly filled with hardship.
But that does not make it an apartheid
state. In sovereign Israel, as a democracy,

all citizens including Jews, Muslims,
Christians, Druze and Baha’i have equal
rights. One can be non-Jewish and serve in
the Knesset (the Israeli Parliament), attend
university, become a judge, a diplomat or
whatever other occupation one choses.
People of all different races and ethnicities
ride buses together. Over ten percent of the
members of Israel’s democratically elected
parliament are Arabs. In the two years
before the security barrier was built, 73
suicide-bombings were carried out killing
more than 330 citizens of Israel, who as
mentioned, come from all types of religious
backgrounds. Since the security barrier was
built in 2003, the number of killings from
suicide bombers has dropped drastically.

At Wellesley, we are encouraged to engage
in dialogue and evaluate critically actions
all sides of any issue. SJP refuses to engage
in dialogue to further understand or engage
in critical analysis of a very complicated
situation. If SJP truly cares about justice
for the Palestinian people, they should be
proponents of change for the Palestinian
people in other countries and territories as
well as in Israel, and they should speak out
against all injustice against the Palestinian
people, not only Israel’s actions. If Students
for Justice in Palestine really cared about
justice for the Palestinian people, they
would focus less on condemnation of one
country and more on moving forward
so together we can build a lasting peace.
Liza David
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‘Unbreakable Kimmy Schmidt’ delivers heartfelt laughs on Netflix

Ellie Kemper and Tituss Burgess as Kimmy Schmidt and Titus Andromedon in a scene from the show’s pilot.
By SHARVARI JOHARI ’17
Arts Editor
Netflix’s new comedy “Unbreakable Kimmy Schmidt” is
an incredible example of the changing format and delivery
of television. Created by Robert Carlock and Tina Fey of
“30 Rock”, “Unbreakable Kimmy Schmidt”’s 22-minute
sitcom format would have no problem fitting itself into
a half-hour block on network television. In fact, it was
originally supposed to run on NBC before the network
abandoned its unsuccessful comedy block on Thursday.
While NBC’s comedy block gave us the wonderful “30
Rock”, “Parks and Recreation”, “Community” and “The
Office”, it always struggled with low ratings and lack of a
successful financial model, especially against the popular
ABC and Shonda Rhimes’ “Thank God It’s Thursday”
lineup. But NBC’s loss seems to be Netflix’s gain. The
day after NBC passed on “Unbreakable Kimmy Schmidt,”
Netflix picked up the show and renewed it for a second
season even before it premiered.
While “Unbreakable Kimmy Schmidt” was built around
the original network television model, it is undeniably
weird. The premise is that Kimmy Schmidt moves to New
York after being rescued from a underground bunker after
being imprisoned by a cult leader for 15 years. Kimmy
worries that she’ll never recover from the trauma including
“weird sex stuff” and will always be seen as a victim or
grow bitter. It’s a lot of baggage for a sitcom to handle, but
“Unbreakable Kimmy Schmidt” never feels all that heavy.
It feels bright and breezy because while Kimmy may only
have a few experiences, she has the mind of an adult. She
is naive but never stupid. What’s amazing about Kimmy

is her own agency. She decides she does not want to be
a victim and takes life into her own hands. Ellie Kemper,
who plays Kimmy, is a true star in this role. She keeps
Kimmy naive and optimistic while preventing her from
being idiotic and grating. Kimmy is childlike but always
dignified. “Dancing is about butts now!” Kimmy exclaims
in a joke which manages to both be correct, funny and
optimistic.
Kemper is also surrounded by an outstanding supporting
cast. Many will recognize Kimmy’s roommate Titus
Andromedon, played by Tituss Burgess, and her boss
Jacqueline Voorhees, played by Jane Krakowski from
“30 Rock”. They are joined by new faces of Voorhees’
stepdaughter Xanthippe played by Dylan Gelula and
Lillian Kaushtupper, Kimmy’s landlord played by Carol
Kane. Regardless of actual personalities, these supporting
characters would be a gift due to their hilarious names.
These characters help add laughs and absurdity to
Kimmy’s world. “Unbreakable Kimmy Schmidt” is clearly
a production of Robert Carlock and Tina Fey, as many
of the cues are similar to that of “30 Rock”. The show
has the same zaniness of “30 Rock” mixed with social
commentary. For example on the news reporting screen of
Kimmy’s rescue we see the caption “White women found!”
followed under by much smaller text “Hispanic women
also found.” In the episode right after, a costume salesman
delivers the line “That’s the most pathetic thing I’ve ever
heard, and I have sex with these costumes every night,”
a joke that could have come straight out of “30 Rock.”
One interesting aspect of “Unbreakable Kimmy Schmidt”
is that it retains the sensibility of “30 Rock” without its
cynicism. Kimmy is incredibly different from Fey’s Liz

After heartbreak, Björk releases
emotional album
By VICTORIA UREN ’17
Staff Writer

It’s a big week for Icelandic singer-songwriter-artist
Björk — not only does her first-ever career retrospective
open at New York’s Museum of Modern Art (MoMA),
but she also begins her run of intimate concert-hall dates,
also in New York City, showcasing her latest album,
“Vulnicura.”
As every music review of her newest album has inevitably
mentioned, “Vulnicura” was written alongside — and in
the wake of — Björk’s split from her longtime companion
and co-parent, conceptual artist Matthew Barney. These
critics are right to do so; regardless of whether or not you
think an artist’s life should be considered in discussions
about their work, there is no way to listen to the album
without being shaken by the sheer pain palpable in
Björk’s straining voice. From first to last, the album is an
exploration of this kind of earth-shattering loss.
This is not to say that one can just shove “Vulnicura” into
the category of “breakup album” and move on — if one
knows anything about Björk, it’s that she’s not one for the
conventional. Björk’s album takes the pop institution of
songs about heartbreak and takes them apart, reexamining
them. Not only do “Vulnicura’s” songs consistently shirk
convention — the majority of them stretch past the sixminute mark, and the verse-chorus dichotomy is rare to
be found — they also move past simple mournfulness and
shimmer with their own strength.
The album itself is structured, as the liner notes explain,
around the chronology of her and Barney’s split and, as
such, journeys through the earliest stages of a disintegrating
relationship through to its effects, and finally, perhaps,
a reconstruction. Arguably the album’s centerpiece, the
ten-minute long “Black Lake” ends notably with a verse
declaring “I am a glowing shiny rocket / returning home
/ as I enter the atmosphere / I burn off layer by layer.”

Allusions to layers, “peeling off”, and re-growing are rife
throughout; it is as if the album is the pronouncement of
a reconstruction in the wake of all this emotional damage.
Björk’s work has never simply been about the music.
Without risking the subjugation of each album’s content
to the visual and artistic worlds swirling around them,
it’s fair to say that she’s always been an artist working
on multiple levels. Her 2011 album “Biophilia” was
accompanied by an app, wherein each song was turned
into a game that also gave users the option to understand
each piece’s composition. The app ended up being the first
app MOMA would ever collect as part of its permanent
collection. Björk’s music videos have consistently sought
the most visionary of collaborators, including French
director Michel Gondry of “The Eternal Sunshine of the
Spotless Mind” and digital artist Christ Cunningham,
among others. “Vulnicura’s” album cover along with
much of the other publicity material includes images of
Björk with what looks like a great hole, gaping open on
her chest — the connection between the openness of her
body and her album’s honesty and vulnerability can’t be
ignored.
Given how her work extends beyond purely music,
MoMA has curated a fitting Björk retrospective that
showcases the progression of her work throughout the
years. While the reaction to it has, thus far, been negative
—in fact it could not be further from the positivity with
which “Vulnicura” has been received — the show will
at least give viewers unfamiliar with Björk’s oeuvre
something different to what they’re used from, besides just
bringing MoMA a serious sum of money. And if the show
really disappoints, then we’ll still have the album — not
only a musical landmark, but also, painfully, beautifully,
a gift.
MoMA’s Björk retrospective opened Mar. 8 and will
continue to Jun. 7. “Vulnicura” is out on One Little Indian
now.
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Lemon, who was more of a loveable curmudgeon. Carlock
and Fey do a lovely job of mixing Kimmy’s optimism with
that same manic energy of “30 Rock”.
The first few episodes of “Unbreakable Kimmy
Schmidt” feel a little heavy and don’t deliver the classic
one-two punch jokes typical of Fey and Carlock’s style.
They do, however, have a lot of world-building and
exposition to cover. After the initial couple of episodes,
the show establishes Kimmy’s New York and the people
in her story. After that, the show speeds forward with
fanatical fervor with joke after joke. While the plot and
character building of 30 Rock always came second to the
joke, Unbreakable Kimmy Schmidt’s characters are more
likeable and more developed.
Netflix’s model released all 12 episodes at once, meaning
it’s possible to binge the entire season within one Saturday
and still have a productive Sunday. Netflix probably
released this show so you could feel a bit better after the
major bummer that was the latest season of House of
Cards. However, the binge-watch model of consumption
doesn’t work as well for comedy, which tends to be less
plot heavy. Dramas like House of Cards, which are very
focused on telling a narrative, mean that fans will want to
consume that narrative as fast as possible. Binge-watching
is especially important for those who are spoiler- phobic.
However, “Unbreakable Kimmy Schmidt” is not as
interested in telling a narrative as it is a classic network
comedy. It’s better to watch each individual episode one
at a time than all at once because once you are done with
it, that’s it for a year. “Unbreakable Kimmy Schmidt” is
a nice ray of sunshine which you will want to savor for
weeks to come.

WHAT’S HAPPENING
The Day I Become A Woman
Wednesday, Mar. 11 at 6 p.m.
Collins Cinema
MIT Wind Ensemble Performs Awakening
Friday, Mar. 13 at 8 p.m.
Kresge Auditorium
Women Take The Reel Film Festival
Friday, Mar. 13 at 7 p.m.
Building 32-123
Public Tour: Hanging with the Old Masters
Saturday, Mar. 14 at 2 p.m.
Davis Museum
Guild of Carillonneurs Spring Concert
Saturday, Mar. 14 at 2 p.m.
Galen Stone Tower
Benny Golson - Jazz Legend
Saturday, Mar. 14 at 8 p.m.
Jewett Art Center
MIT Symphony Orchestra Concert
Saturday, Mar. 14 at 8 p.m.
Kresge Auditorium

10 THE WELLESLEY NEWS 			 											

ARTS

MARCH 11, 2015

Paris fashion week redefines ‘chic’ with neutral tones,
androgynous pieces and simple silhouettes
By SARAH COHEN ’17
Contributing Writer

As the final week of Fashion Month after stops in New
York, London and Milan, Paris knows how to end on the
chicest of notes. Showcasing coveted fashion trends for
the future in the city of light, Paris Fashion Week Readyto-Wear Fall-Winter 2015-16 collections highlighted
what Parisians and fashion connoisseurs alike should be
expecting once the cold front hits again later this year.
Everyone in the fashion industry was talking about
one name in particular this week: Guillaume Henry. The
head creative director of Nina Ricci, who has previous
experience leading other French fashion houses such as
Oscar de la Renta and Carven, showed a strong collection
that managed to emphasize simple shapes and neutral
colors while keeping true to Nina Ricci’s romanticism.
Simplistic chic was not in the details for Nina Ricci as
long fringe swung from the back of brown and navy tops
and jackets and wispy wing-like appliqués fluttered from
silk slip dresses. Sequined t-shirt dresses and white coats
highlighted a theme of a casual evening with sophisticated
day dressing. Navy and black color-block on an oversized
fisherman knit sweater also showed, judging from the
wide-eyed fashion editors in the front row, that Nina Ricci
was in fact ready-to-wear, Parisian style made practical.
Jonny Johansson’s show for Acne Studios contained
nothing but patchwork and exposed seams and stitching.
Toggles on shearling coats and bright, eye-catching
buttons ranging from cobalt to reddish-orange on jackets
and dresses were in the details for the luxury house based
in Stockholm, Sweden. Acne Studios proved that leather
and menswear fabric could live harmoniously on a single
jacket that perfected street-wise fashion. Flannel and
cinched waists were also on trend alongside slashes and
mesh insets within more structured sheath dresses and
outerwear that added subliminal sex appeal to otherwise
forward skintight leather pants and completely sheer
t-shirts. In diversifying their aesthetic by reinventing their
foundation of denim-based street collections, Acne is
seemingly struggling to bridge the gap between chic and
understandable that will translate well to their clientele off
the runways and in stores.
With Alexander Wang at the helm, Balenciaga was a tale
of two cities, merging the tough black-and-white urban
motifs from New York City with that of lady-like, classic
structures of Paris. Resulting in an ideal combination
of the two differing styles from America and Europe,

Balenciaga twisted the traditional with the use of belts
replacing collars or anchoring backs of backless tops.
The 1960s off duty style was reminiscent on the runway
as Wang paired jeweled flats with stiff coats and skinny
cropped pants. Balenciaga managed to stamp Manhattan
over their Parisian showcase when androgyny hinted at
stylish office attire as crisp, white shirts and wool tweed
pencil skirts featuring single, soft strips of blue, pink, and
green were put with fur-trimmed pointed-toes and full,
striped scarves. A hit for sure, Wang has set the tone that
balanced the old with the new at Balenciaga.
The cool Isabel Marant, who always manages to serve up
the most effortless of Parisian fashion inspiration. Nothing
was amiss at Marant as she continued her noted vaguely
ethnic and traditional concepts over military accents of
leather and structured jackets. Skinny white jeans with
paper bag-like belted waists and sailor-esque button fronts
boasted leather boots clad in buckles and tucked in tight
ivory cable knits. Patterned pants and jackets were placed
over well-made, luxurious sweaters in shades of grey and
oatmeal that honestly, weren’t anything new and exotic
from the French female designer, but still lured even the
highest of fashion critics, as a beautiful fisherman knit is
nothing to ignore. Flirty mini skirts emphasized cinched
waists, sailor striped tops and ikat prints in shades of cool
blue that wasn’t anything revolutionary for the designer,
yet still hit the mark and screamed “chic.”
Sensory overload and artistic tendencies stretched the
imagination at Christian Dior to create one of the most
thought-provoking shows of the entire week. Distorted and
abstract animal prints were donned under long, cashmere
coats in a way that was almost otherworldly. Basic
silhouettes remained the theme at Dior with tunics and
long-sleeved tops over body hugging pencil skirts. Mesh
pieces and pastel hues shined with wild animal prints of
snake and leopard, amongst others, as Dior continued
to offer something slightly different, yet still feminine,
with each look that came down the runway. Undoubtedly,
outerwear was the highlight of the collection, with coats,
jackets, and blazers varying in eye-catching colors and
textures. Femininity and masculinity clashed in the most
perfect of ways at Dior as loose suits skirted down in
bright colors and shiny, patent leather, heeled boots that
redefined skintight. A natural sex appeal underlined the
entire collection of animalia dresses and body suits, even
though the models didn’t show nudity like in various
other shows earlier in the week. In one the most exciting
collections from Paris, Dior reaffirmed what fashion

Boston Ballet presents classic romantic
tragedy ‘Lady of the Camellias’
By MICHELLE LEE ’17
Arts Editor
The Boston Ballet brought the heart-wrenching “Lady
of the Camellias” to the opera house in celebration of the
twentieth anniversary of the work. Based on Alexandre
Dumas’ “La dame aux camellias” and set to music by
Chopin, the tragic story has inspired countless movies
and adaptations, including Baz Luhrmann’s “Moulin
Rouge!” The story centers on the tragic love between the
beautiful but ill courtesan Marguerite and her handsome
love Armand.
Act 1 began in Marguerite’s lavish drawing room, where
the dancers congregated in elaborate French costume.
Over sparkling champagne and lively dancing, the
flirtatious Marguerite, escorted by the Baron de Varville,
instantly caught the eyes of the innocent, rustic Armand.
The principal dancers acted humrously and danced
animatedly, intoxicated by a copious amount of champagne
and enlivened with high spirits. The scene introduced
Marguerite, who was obviously aware of Armand’s
interest; she teased him with seductive playfulness yet
made it clear that her loyalty remained with the Baron and
not Armand. A while later, however, Marguerite secretly
returned Armand’s affection and extended a scandalous
invitation back to her boudoir after seeing the Baron off.
Set to the second movement of Chopin’s piano Concerto
No. 1 and Val Caniparoli’s choreography, Marguerite
and Armand’s passionate pas de deux was arguably the
most beautiful section of the entire ballet. Pianist Alex
Foaksman performed the delicate piece as Marguerite and
Armand, played respectively by Erica Cornejo and Lasha
Khozashvili, fluttered about the room in their first dance
together. The romantic piece, with a tinge of melancholy,
captured the raw essence of their love as Marguerite, free
of all societal expectations and of her expectations as a
courtesan, twirled about in Armand’s arms in a simple,
flowing nightgown. The backdrop and setting was simple,
heightening the drama of couple’s first night together.
Act 2 had the most stunning scenery, inciting audible
“oohs” and “aas” from the audience as the dancers in their
summer dresses twirled about the garden in the afternoon
breeze shown by fluttering white curtains on either side of

the stage. Mikko Nissinen, creative director of the ballet,
always manages to present the most visually stimulating,
ethereal stage settings — from the delicately falling snow
in “The Nutcracker”, to the foggy, mysterious garden in
“Swan Lake”, the country garden scene in “Lady of the
Camellias” did not fall short. Like the scenery, Marguerite
and Armand’s summer love was just as sweet. The Baron
arrives, demanding Marguerite choose between him —
and his money — and Armand. Marguerite remained true
to her love, but only momentarily; her happiness was
interrupted by a private visit from Armand’s father who
asked Marguerite to leave Armand to maintain his dignity
as a gentleman. This scene was obscure for those who did
not read the synopsis in the program; however, Cornejo’s
dramatic acting and show of despair exemplified her
sorrow as she sacrificed her love. As the background
gradually dimmed into night, it symbolically represented
the end of her and Armand’s relationship as depicted in the
boudoir in Act 1.
In the final act, Marguerite attends a ball with the baron;
she kept up the deceptive act, convincingly acting as if
she no longer loved Armand. Cornejo expressed this as she
made a show of visibly scorning Armand, but then turned
to face the audience, face visibly tormented. Armand
humiliated Marguerite and was challenged to a duel by
the Baron. In the heat of the drama, the scene shifted
back to Marguerite’s boudoir; as tuberculosis overcomes
Marguerite, she succumbs to delirium. This was Cornejo’s
shining moment — with her hair undone, she physically
embodied her crazed mind driven by her agonizing in
love for Armand. The production expertly showed her
thoughts as Seo Hye Han and Patrick Yocum danced the
boudoir pas de deux behind Cornejo in dim blue lighting,
representing her dream-like recollection of her passionate
dance with Armand in Act 1. In a fit of torment and
passion, she dramatically dies in her boudoir, restored to
her true self and finally released from all societal ties and
acts of selfless sacrifice.
The “Lady of the Camellias,” complete with heartwrenching performances by the dancers and musicians,
was a clear success as represented by the audience’s
standing ovation and impassioned “bravoes.”

design is all about; pushing the limits to give way to an
aesthetically-pleasing explosion of print and color that had
the industry abuzz.
On a note of classic femininity, Elie Saab also struck
glamour with inflections of fern green, royal blue, muted
turquoise, fire red and daring black. Interspersed with
fur accents, printed fabrics and flowing silk, lace gowns
that highlighted sheer assets, plunging necklines, and
cutouts, Saab made it clear why the world’s elite wear his
designs. At only 28 years old, the young Olivier Rousteing
continued to revolutionize Balmain’s fashion presence
with unapologetically sexy cuts, mesh inserts and lurex
caged dresses that showed skin and asserted what “power
dressing” truly is, assumedly much to Kim and Kanye’s
approval, who are close friends of the designer.
Lanvin harped on a more bohemian-meets-military
tone that somehow managed to work tassels, embroidery,
pattern, fringe, fur, leather and texture all at once to give
way to a cosmopolitan bondage vibe in some looks.
Creative director of Lanvin Alber Elbaz stayed true to
long lengths throughout the showing, once again affirming
sweeping, dramatic styles that add to his already prolific
range of pieces. Céline was all about pops of color within
neutral palettes that accentuated pocket placement on
one’s ensemble, ranging from leather body harnesses to
front of sweaters. Like Dior, animalistic prints were also
seen at Céline in the form of foxes, ferrets, and bunnies on
button down shirts, much to the irony of the fur-lined and
deconstructed coats that were coming down the runway.
It isn’t Paris Fashion Week, however, without mentioning
Chloé and Kenzo, who both had strongly iconic showings
that remained genuine to both brands.
The most memorable collections though, go to none
other than Comme des Garçons and Vivienne Westwood,
who managed to make their pieces unforgettable, no matter
how hard we might try. Creativity shined through on the
runway of Comme des Garçons as all rules were broken by
the eccentric and strange cocooned monsters that waltzed
along the Westin Hotel ballroom. Similarly confusing,
73-year-old British designer Vivienne Westwood struggled
to convey much understanding to onlookers as she took
punk and androgyny to a whole new level by breaking
the gender binary and clothing men in women’s fashions,
towering top hats, and ridiculous hair and makeup.
Although some collections were truly more ready-towear than others, Paris Fashion Week still managed to
successfully show us what we will all be wearing in seven
months.

EVENT OF THE WEEK

Photo Courtesy of Upstage

The Lion In Winter | Upstage
Friday March 6, 7 p.m., Saturday March 7,
2 p.m. & 7 p.m., Sunday March 8, 2 p.m.
Alumnae Hall, Wellesley College
This week, the performers of Upstage put on a
performance of “The Lion In Winter” a 1966 play
by James Goldman noted for its longevity and
witty dialogue. It depicts the personal and political
conflicts of Henry II of England, Eleanor of
Aquitane and their three surviving sons.
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Swim training offers low-impact cardiovascular workout
By SHARVARI JOHARI ’17
Arts Editor
While most people get their exercise from a variety of
workouts through running, cardio classes or the elliptical
machine, it can be incredibly beneficial to mix up your
cardio routine with a workout in the pool. Long-distance
swimming is certainly less common than long-distance
running but offers many of the same benefits and lacks
many of the risks associated with running.
Swimming initially seems like more of an effort because
it requires getting wet, but it is actually one of the cheapest
exercise options. All one requires is a swimsuit and a
towel, which can be provided by the Keohane Sports
Center. While a swim cap and goggles are not essential
they certainly help add to the ease and comfort of the
swim experience. The Chandler Pool in the KSC, which
has eight lanes for competitive swimming, has open
swim hours from 11:30 to 1:30 pm and 6 to 7:30 p.m
on weekdays. The pool has eight lanes for competitive
swimming and one- and three- meter diving walls.
Swimming is one of the best cardiovascular exercises.
Unlike most other aerobic exercises, swimming gives you
the ability to work your body without the harsh impact
to your skeletal system. Long distance running without
correct form can often strain the skeletal system, especially
the knees. In swimming however, thanks to the buoyant
force of water, your body only supports 50 percent of your
weight, lightening the load on your skeletal system while
giving you the same cardiovascular impact of running
without the negative strain of your joints. Swimming is
the ideal workout for overweight people who find it hard
to use traditional workout machines.
Swimming also is an excellent combination of
stretching your muscles, strengthening your muscles and
cardiovascular exercise. Unlike most gym machines,
which focus primarily on one muscle group, swimming
is a full body workout that uses every major muscle
group and many smaller muscles not often targeted on
land. Most swimming strokes include a stroke where you
reach your hands over your head, stretching your arm and
back muscles and increasing the flexibility of the joint in
your rotator cuff. Most properly performed swim strokes
include repetitive and wide arm motion, which provides
a good form of upper-body exercise. While running and
biking’s emphasis is primarily on the legs, swimming
requires more extensive arm workout that can help overall

COURTESY OF WELLESLEY COLLEGE SWIMMING & DIVING

Wellesley students exercise in the Keohane Sports Center pool.
body strength. Swimmers also build muscle at a more
However, finding an efficient swim workout is slightly
efficient rate than runners and bikers. While runners and more difficult than finding a running workout. There are
bikers move against the force of air, swimmers move far fewer resources to develop a good swim workout.
through water, which is 12 times denser than air and has In addition, because water is harder to get through than
more resistance, strengthening the muscles faster.
air, improper form can lead to overexertion. Although
Swimming is also often recommended for people who improper swim form will not strain your muscles and lead
suffer from asthma. Often times, exercise-induced asthma to injury in the same way as running, it will still prevent
attacks are not caused by the aerobic exercise but the you from getting the maximum benefit from your workout.
dry, dusty environment. The moist, wet environment of If you are worried about form, Wellesley College offers
the pool puts less strain on the body and is less likely to adult swim classes several days a week starting at $120 for
induce an asthma attack. In addition, the ability to hold 4 one-hour sessions. For those who know how to swim but
your breath underwater is essential to swimming and can need to reinforce their knowledge, there are many swim
help strengthen your lungs, which is something helpful for technique resources at active.com/swimming.
everyone, not just those with asthma.

BOSTON SPORTS UPDATE

Celtics form new identity under Ainge

COURTESY OF IVY JIANG ’18, ASSISTANT SPORTS & WELLNESS EDITOR

By IVY JIANG ’18
Assistant Sports & Wellness Editor
Change is certainly a priority for Danny Ainge, President
of Basketball Operations for the Boston Celtics, and
indeed, a lot has changed since the beginning of the 201415 season. As a result of various trades and the frequent
shuffling of player personnel by management, the team
has had 40 different players on its roster since October
2014. Even with these varying circumstances that many
would label as a rebuilding period, the Celtics are barely
outside the playoff picture with a record of 24-35 in the
Eastern Conference. Though this is partly brought about by
the Eastern Conference having fewer teams with winning
records than the Western Conference, it is also a testament
to Boston’s strong potential going forward, especially
under the guidance of Head Coach Brad Stevens.
The Celtics made one of their most defining changes on
Dec. 19 by trading their franchise player, Rajon Rondo.

Rondo, along with teammate Dwight Powell, was sent to
the Dallas Mavericks in return for Brendan Wright, Jae
Crowder and Jameer Nelson, a 2015 first-round and a future
second-round draft pick. Rondo’s departure officially
marked the end of the team that earned Boston its last
NBA championship in 2008. Though the trade had long
been anticipated, it was still a bittersweet event for Celtics
fans because of Rondo’s great impact and contributions to
the team through thick and thin. Nevertheless, Boston’s
attempt at restructuring meant that changes had to be
made. This includes cutting ties with many of its players.
Three weeks after Rondo’s trade, the Celtics dealt Jeff
Green, former fifth pick overall, to the Memphis Grizzlies
as part of a five-player trade with the Grizzlies and the
New Orleans Pelicans. Green, who had been the Celtic’s
leading scorer, has now settled comfortably in the
Grizzlies’ system. Both Rondo and Green are competing
on teams with winning records and high expectations for
the current season.

The Boston Celtics have maintained their focus on
acquiring a group of young talents, and this is shown in how
the team members have an average age of 25.5. Notable
players who have started the season and remained with the
Celtics include Kelly Olynyk, Brandon Bass, Evan Turner,
Tyler Zeller and rookies Marcus Smart and James Young.
Smart, who was out in the beginning of the season due to
injury, was named the Eastern Conference Rookie of the
Month for February, as he helped the Celtics go 7-4 in 11
games. Players who were brought in mid-season include
Jae Crowder, Jonas Jerebko, Luigi Datome and Isaiah
Thomas. The new members of the Celtics have already
made great contributions to the team; Crowder now starts
at small forward and Thomas has been averaging 20.1
points, 5.4 assists and 2.9 rebounds in his first seven games
with the Celtics. Thomas was named Eastern Conference
Player of the Week for the week ending Sunday, March 1.
The Celtics have been playing well in the stretch of the
past week, bouncing back from a tough 110-79 loss to the
Cleveland Cavaliers last Tuesday.
“The other night was embarrassing to ourselves, to this
organization, and to the game of basketball. We understood
that, so we just tried to come out here and make sure that,
not only to the coaches, but to ourselves that that’s not the
team we were and it was just a fluke game.” Smart said in
a media session to Emily Austen of celtics.com after the
loss to Cleveland.
The 85-84 victory over the Utah Jazz on Wednesday,
March 4 was a thrilling game at TD Garden, one in which
the fate of the game was decided by Zeller’s game-winning
buzzer beater. The last-second play call by Stevens proved
ingenious, as Smart made an incredible pass over the Utah
defense to Zeller. In the 1.7 seconds that the Celtics had to
inbound and shoot the ball, Zeller managed to shot fake
one defender before finishing at the rim with great finesse
and body control.
“It’s a great feeling, especially at the other end when
Gordon [Haywood] made the shot on me. Being able to
come back, being able to make a game winner, it’s an
unbelievable feeling. It’s a must win for us,” Zeller told
Austen.
The Celtics look forward to leaving it all on the floor in
each of their remaining 19 regular season games.
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Water Polo makes splash in first home tournament
By ANNA CAHILL ’18
Sports & Wellness Editor

The Wellesley College club water polo team is back in
action for their spring season, recruiting new members
and initiating competition with a home victory this past
Saturday at the Keohane Sports Center (KSC) pool against
Bates College. Wellesley bested the Bobcats 10-9 with
a strong and balanced offense, pulling four goals from
Cassandra Flores-Montano ’16, two from Catherine
Johnson ’16, one from Nadine Franklin ’18 and a hat trick
from Kelsey Moran ’17. As part of their spring campaign,
the team has held open practices to encourage new players
of all levels of experience to join and prepare for this
semester’s challenging schedule.
“We have a wide range of athleticism and experience
on the team this year. We have some players who played
in high school or even earlier, some who started playing
when they first came to Wellesley, and some who had never
played any sports before joining,” Co-captain Moran said.
Moran has played water polo for six years, beginning her
first year of high school in Michigan. “As a team, we work
surprisingly well with this range, partly due to our efforts
in the fall and partly, probably mostly, due our coach’s
efforts.”
Under Coach Cory Olcott, the water polo team began
practicing three days per week in September, using the fall
semester to learn the game, focus on skill-building and
establish a baseline level of swimming conditioning to set
a foundation for the spring semester’s heavier tournament
schedule. Despite this shifting focus, beginners have been
encouraged to join in either segment of the season and time
is spent throughout the year reviewing and developing

BIANCA PICHAMUTHU, PHOTOGRAPHY EDITOR ’16

Wellesley water polo looks to pass over Bates defense.
water polo techniques and an understanding of the game.
Now in the midst of their competition season, which
includes at least three weekend-long tournaments, the
team is practicing four days per week from 4 to 6 p.m.
in the diving well at the KSC. Water polo’s ambitious
practice schedule matches the overall nature of the sport.

“Water polo is probably one of the toughest, most
demanding sports around. It involves constantly treading
water and sprinting back and forth across the pool, and
sometimes the games do tend to get a little rough. But
these challenging aspects also make the game that much
more fun!” Co-captain Johnson said.
Water polo’s hard work pays off in what players are able
to take away from their experience. Apart from providing
a consistent and effective workout routine, the club sport
encourages students to take a break from Wellesley’s often
taxing academic environment and challenge themselves in
a new physical, fun and team-oriented way.
“Playing water polo has been a great stress reliever!
Being part of the team has boosted my confidence and
sharpened my competitive edge,” Flores-Montano said.
After playing for three years in high school, FloresMontano recently joined the Wellesley team this semester.
The amount of time spent together in practice translates
to the team’s chemistry outside of the pool. This semester,
with fewer numbers due to study-abroad and graduation,
the water polo team has become an even smaller, more
close-knit community than ever.
“Water polo has introduced me to many people that I
probably wouldn’t have gotten the chance to meet on my
own and that I’m incredibly glad that I met. The team has
given me a place to belong on campus, and I definitely
identify with the sport and the team,” Moran said.
The Wellesley club water polo team is a member of
the Women’s North Atlantic Division of the Collegiate
Water Polo Association, which includes teams from
Bowdoin, Bates, MIT, BU and Yale. The team will next
travel to Brunswick, Maine for the North Atlantic Division
Championship on April 11 and 12 held at Bowdoin College.

THE SHE CORNER

UPCOMING MATCHES

By MEG REILLY ’16
Sexual Health Educator

Wednesday, March 11
Lacrosse vs. Lasell
4 p.m.

The Sexual Health Educators are here to bust some myths and spread
some fun, sexy tips, tricks and trivia. We’ll be here regularly to answer
some of the questions we hear most from students and keep you up to date
on the latest and greatest on everything to do with sex and sexuality. To
start, here is a question we get a lot, paraphrased from the anonymous question page on our Tumblr:

Friday, March 13
Track & Field @ NCAA Indoor Championships
@ Winston-Salem, NC

Dear SHEs, I don’t think I’ve ever had an orgasm, but I’m not sure. How
do you “know”?
Orgasms can be so finicky! To begin with, a little description of orgasms
from the SHEs’ wonderful friends over at I <3 Female Orgasm:
“During an orgasm, [people with vaginas] can often feel the muscles contract in their vagina, uterus, and anus, and sometimes in other parts of their
body, like their hands and feet. Some describe a sensation like waves of
warmth washing over their genitals or over their whole body; some say
it feels like lightning bolts of electricity. A [person] may be quite still and
quiet while [they] come, or [they] may move [their] body a lot... There
are big, strong, wowwowwowWOW! orgasms, barely noticeable ones, and
everything in between. Orgasms vary from [person] to [person] and from
orgasm to orgasm.”
If you’re not sure if you’ve ever orgasmed, you might want to begin by
figuring out what feels best for your body. This is often done via masturbation — create an environment that you’re comfortable in (find a private
space and time, set lighting or music that makes you happy and comfortable), and explore! If something makes you feel good, continue doing it!
Sometimes, people are confused because their orgasms don’t look like
“porn orgasms” —it is possible to see orgasms portrayed in porn or the
media and feel that these theatrical, often loud, earth-shattering orgasms are
what every orgasm looks like. That’s often not the case!
In addition, did you know that orgasms can cure headaches? Masturbation is a healthy, natural way to lower stress, manage pain associated with
periods and headaches and help you get a great night’s sleep!
Besides exploring your own body, learning more about orgasms and sexual pleasure may make you feel more comfortable about your own experiences. The SHEs have several favorite resources that we turn to when we
have questions or want to learn more about different topics surrounding sex
and sexuality. Some of our favorite sources include Planned Parenthood, I
<3 Female Orgasm and “The Midwife Is In,” all of which you can find links
to on our Tumblr page, wellesleyshes.tumblr.com.
This week, the SHEs are hosting Sexuality Education Week. Our upcoming events include an introductory workshop on BDSM Wednesday night
from 8-9 p.m. in the Clapp Library Lecture Room and our keynote lecture,
“Love: WTF” by Dr. Emily Nagoski on Thursday evening from 7-9 p.m.
in Tishman.
If you want to ask an anonymous question, you can submit it through
our Tumblr or write a note to your friendly neighborhood SHE — check
the signs in your res hall for our room numbers. In addition to materials
for answering anonymous questions, all SHEs have safer sex supplies and
information on our doors. Look for our next SHE column soon, and in the
meantime, check out our social media! You can find us on Facebook at
Wellesley College Sexual Health Educators, Twitter @WellesleySHEs and
Instagram @wellesleyshes.
xoxo,
The SHEs

Saturday, March 14
Track & Field @ NCAA Indoor Championships

